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The month of January 2020 is now gone, and it left with a big BANG! Yes, January 2020 will go 
down in the books as one of the RARE January months that did not record a freeze for the whole 
month, how interesting! This weekend brought us another super bowl game that is now history 
and we wait another 7 months before the start of another football season. So now we patiently 
await the big holiday in February which flower shops, nice restaurants, greeting card creators and 
chocolate makers just love because it gives them a chance to reap the rewards from the big spenders 
on this day. Greeting to all of you and thank you for reading my column this week. 
 
Want To Learn About Bees and Honey-Perhaps You Might Want To Sign Up In the past I have 
had a couple of folks call about bee care and harvesting their own natural honey for personal use 
and to give to friends and family while  helping the worlds best pollinators and partners in growing 
fruits and vegetables-BEES. Of course, I have had many calls about removing bees but remember 
that it is best to remove them, find them a new home and avoid destroying them. 
 
If you are interested I encourage you to take a little weekend trip to the home of Blue Bell Ice 
Cream to Brenham, Texas and learn how to produce your own honey and help save the bees by 
attending the Twelfth Annual Central Texas Beekeepers School on Saturday, March 21 at 
Brenham High School in Brenham.   The school is open to the public for anyone interested in 
keeping bees or who wants to learn about bees. Provide your family with this natural sweetener, 
increase the number of bees to help pollinate our gardens and help the dwindling bee population 
by raising bees in your back yard, even in populated areas.  Most cities allow at least two beehives 
per home depending on the size of your lot.  You can contact your city offices for regulations in 
our area. 
 
The beekeeping school will teach you the parts of the hive, how to build or assemble your 
equipment, how to install bees, the proper procedure for lighting a smoker and how to inspect your 
bees.  You will learn how to dress to minimize the possibility of being stung and what to do if you 
are stung. You will see how to extract honey and how to care for it before you eat it or give it to 
your family or friends.  Weather permitting, you can even “suit up” and be present while a live 
beehive is opened and inspected. 
 
The cost is $65 for the first adult and $60 for additional adults in the family.  Cost for students 
(including college students) is $25.  Children under the age of 12 attending classes with a parent 
are $10. The school starts at 8:00 a.m. and will be over at 5:30 p.m.  The cost of the school includes 
a catered Bar-B-Q meal with Blue Bell Ice Cream and a "school book" with information about 
beekeeping.  Door prizes will be given away and a drawing to give away complete beehives will 
be held at 5 p.m.  To register to attend this event, go to        
www.centraltexasbeekeepers.org<http://www.centraltexasbeekeepers.org>.  For more 
information about the bee keeping school contact the Zavala County Office of the Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Service at 830-374-2883 or Michael Kelling at (979) 277-0411. I think this is 
a wonderful event and I hope some of you consider going. 



 
4-H Photography Contest Opens This Month District 12 will be hosting its annual 4‐H 
Photography Contest for 4‐H’ers in District 12. The contest will be open to all three age divisions 
(Junior, Intermediate, and Senior) and the theme will be “The Elements”. The contest will be done 
on‐line including submission of photos and judging. The 2020 District 12 4‐H Photography 
Contest Rules are currently available on the District 12 4‐H website at http://d124‐h.tamu.edu. 
 
Each Zavala county 4‐H’er entering photos for the District 4‐H Photography Contest must register 
online through 4HConnect. The registration fee will be $8.00 per photo entry. Online registration 
will open February 28, 2020 and will end March 18, 2020.  Payment must be made on 4HConnect 
at the time of registration.  Payments made by 4-H check must be postmarked within three business 
days of registration submission. No late entries will be accepted. No refunds will be given. I 
strongly encourage Zavala County 4-H members to enter, it is a great contest. More details about 
this contest have been posted on all Zavala County 4-H Facebook pages or you may contact the 
Zavala County Office of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service at 830-374-2883 for more 
information or assistance with this contest. 
 
Tip of the Week: You Still Have Time To Create a Wonderful Lawn This Spring Even though 
we have not had a real cold winter this year(at least not yet) you still have time to plan and do 
some things now to create a wonderful green lawn come spring. Here are a few tips of things you 
need to now so that you can create that beautiful lawn. 
 
First don’t guess on how much or what kind of fertilizer to put on your lawn. Save money and 
learn what your lawn needs by doing a simple soil test to see what you have and what you don’t 
have so that you can apply the right stuff and the right amount to create your green lawn magic. 
Come by the Zavala county office of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service office and ask 
for our soil testing kit which includes instructions on how to collect a soil sample, a soil sample 
collection bag and instructions on where to send your sample. In a few days usually about 8-10 
days you will get your results from the Texas A&M Soil and water testing laboratory. The soil test 
report will tell you the level of nitrogen, phosphorus, potassium, calcium, and magnesium available 
to your lawn grasses or garden plants. It will also indicate the pH (acidity or alkalinity) of your 
lawn or garden soil. The test will also give you recommendations of how much fertilizer to apply 
to your lawn or garden. For the most part, this is all you need to know to properly fertilize your 
lawn or garden soil and insure a lush green lawn and bountiful harvest from your garden. 
 
Once you get your soil sample results back you are now ready to use this information and plan on 
making your specific fertilizer applications. To grow properly, all plants need essential nutrients. 
Those that are typically needed in the greatest amounts are nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium. 
The best fertilizer for your lawn is one that contains the ratio of these three nutrients needed as 
indicated by your soil test results. All fertilizer packages must list three numbers (such as 16-4-8 
or 10-5-10 etc.). These numbers—known as the fertilizer analysis—represent the percentage by 
weight of nitrogen(the first number), phosphorus (expressed as available phosphoric acid, or P205 
the second number) and potassium (expressed as soluble potash, or K20 is the third number) in the 
fertilizer. 
 

http://d124%E2%80%90h.tamu.edu/


For warm-season grasses in Zavala county which include bermudagrass, buffalo grass, centipede 
grass, St. Augustine grass and zoysia grass, the first nitrogen fertilizer application should be made 
after the grass has greened up and has required mowing two or three times. This indicates that the 
grass is actively growing and can readily use applied nitrogen. Mowing weeds doesn’t count! The 
application will likely be about 6 weeks after the expected date of the last spring frost for Zavala 
county which will be about the first or second week of April. Apply the amount and the kind of 
fertilizer as recommended in your soil test results. 
 
Because nitrogen fertilizer will green up a lawn, you need to apply it uniformly, or the lawn will 
be streaked with different shades of green turf. It is best to apply fertilizer with a drop-type or 
rotary spreader because even trained professionals have difficulty in properly applying nitrogen 
fertilizers by hand. After the application irrigate fertilizer the applications with a normal irrigation 
cycle so the nutrients enter the soil to prevent runoff.  Proper and timely fertilization can be good 
for your lawn and the environment. There is less chance for nutrient runoff and soil erosion to 
surface waters from a healthy stand of grass than from bare soil or thin grass. Healthy lawns will 
have fewer disease, insect and weed problems, reducing the need for pesticide applications. Well-
maintained lawns look appealing and are more wear tolerant. For additional information about this 
topic contact the Zavala county office of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service and ask for 
Extension publication E-437 titled “Lawn Fertilization for Texas Warm-Season Grasses”. Have a 
wonderful week planning your spring lawn fertilization program. M.V. 
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