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Some light sprinkles of moisture across the county last week left some 3 to 4 tenths of rain in most
rain gauges across the county. Not enough by all means but it sure gave a little drink to the thirsty
dryland wheat and oat fields in the county. Hope we get some more soon. Another interesting fact
is the current temperatures in January for Zavala County. We only have one more week left in
January 2020 and we have not had a freeze thus far for the month. From all-weather indications
for this week it looks like January 2020 will go down as one January with no recorded freezing
temperatures for the month. Wow! Greetings to all of you and a happy Super Bowl week to
everyone. 

Auxin Specific Training For Pesticide Applicators  Available Monday
The Zavala county office of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension service in collaboration with the
Uvalde county AgriLife Extension Service will be hosting an Auxin specific training for producers
that use and apply dicamba and 2,4-D choline products. There have been changes made as to who
can purchase, handle, and apply the Engenia, Fexapan, and Xtendimax herbicides. Enlist One and
Enlist Duo have been added to the training and anyone who purchases, handles, and/or applies
these products must be in attendance at this mandatory training. 

The training will be held at the Uvalde County Fairplex on Monday, February 3, 2020 beginning
with registration at 8:30 a.m. and the course will begin promptly at 9:00 a.m. You will need to have
your Private Applicator License or if you are working/applying under someone’s supervision you
will need their license number as well. Cost to attend this training is $10.00 per person. Even if you
took this training last year (2019 growing season) you MUST retake the course for the 2020
growing season!! Helena will provide the morning refreshments at this event. Please RSVP by
Friday January 30th to either the Zavala County Extension Office at 830-374-2883 or the Uvalde
County Extension Office at 830-278-6661. Please be sure to put this event on your calendar.

2020 District 12 4-H Photography Entries Open Next Month
I would like to share the information for the upcoming district 12 4-H photography contest which
opens next month on February 28, 2020. Hopefully by reminding everyone early we will have some
Zavala County 4-H members submit photographs and compete at the district level. Here is some
valuable information about the contest so that you can plan to participate and compete at the
district level. 2020 District 12 4-H Photography Contest

District 12 will be hosting its annual 4-H Photography Contest for 4-H’ers in District 12. The contest
will be open to all three age divisions (Junior, Intermediate, and Senior) and the theme will be “The
Elements”. The contest will be done on-line including submission of photos and judging. The 2020
District 12 4-H Photography Contest Rules are attached and currently available on the District 12
4-H website at http://d124-h.tamu.edu. Each county is allowed 1 photo entry per category in each
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of the three age divisions for a total of 45 eligible photos. Entering multiple photos in the same
category could result in disqualifying entries for that category and age division.

Each 4-H’er entering photos for the District 4-H Photography Contest must register online through
4HConnect. The registration fee will be $8.00 per photo entry. Online registration will open
February 28, 2020 and will end March 18, 2020.  Payment must be made on 4HConnect at the time
of registration. Payments made by 4-H check must be postmarked within three business days of
registration submission. No late entries will be accepted. No refunds will be given. All photos must
be submitted through 4HConnect as part of the registration process. Please read these submission
rules and requirements very carefully to prevent disqualification of entries. Photos must be in the
correct format for proper evaluation. Photographs should be taken at the highest resolution
possible. Photos that do not meet these requirements may be disqualified from the contest
without notice. • Photographs must be in a .jpeg, .jpg, or .png format • Files submitted may not
be larger than 5,120k (5MB) • Photos must be a minimum of 300 dpi • Must be 3:2 (4”x6”) or 5:4
(8”x10”) ratio (either landscape or portrait. A custom-designed t-shirt is available to be purchased
by participants when they register for this event on 4HConnect. T-shirts will be distributed to
agents along with the awards in May.  Proceeds from shirt sales are used to support D12 4-H
Events and Council leadership activities. For more information about the district 12 4-H
photography contest contact the Zavala County Extension Office at 830-374-2883 or go to the
Zavala County 4-H Facebook page. 

Tip of the Week: Tips For Spring Planting Trees and Shrubs
Many people prefer January through February for planting trees and shrubs in Zavala county-
including fruit trees. The main reason to plant your trees and shrubs during this time of year is to
beat the heat of summer which will put your newly planted trees and shrubs into stress and
making it hard for them to survive the planting process.  Roots grow anytime the soil temperature
is 40 degrees or higher, which may occur all winter in Zavala county(especially this winter). During
the winter months, the root systems of the January-February planted specimens develop and
become established. When spring arrives, this expanded root system can support and take
advantage of the full surge of spring growth.

January and February planting is a good time to plant balled and burlapped trees and shrubs.
Balled and burlapped plants have ample time to recover from transplanting and proliferate roots
before spring growth begins this is especially true for all bare root plants such as roses, pecan and
fruit trees. 

When buying plants for your landscape, be sure to get healthy, well-grown plants. Always buy from
a reputable dealer. Those in the plant-selling business year-round depend on repeat customers,
and only by selling customers quality plants can there be assurance of future business. Beware of
plant bargains. They can easily turn out to be real headaches. A bargain is no good if it dies. The
price tag, especially the cheapest one, is not the best guide to quality.

All plants have growing requirements. Think about the plant's needs before you invest. Is it
adapted to your area's soil? Will it grow in sun or shade? Does it need a wet or dry location? Is it



cold hardy? Some nurseries have this type of information on tags beside the plant. If not, ask a
nursery professional or contact the Zavala County Extension office at 830-374-2883 or go to our
Extension website at https://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/ and click on fruit and nut or tree
resources. 

Remember to plan before you plant is always a good rule of thumb. Whether you are planting a
single plant or an entire landscape, plan first, then plant. Good planning is a worthwhile
investment of time that will pay off in greater enjoyment of attractive and useful home grounds,
and in increasing the value of your home. It's much easier to move plants on paper then to dig
them after planting in the wrong place. A plan saves many planting mistakes. Every plant in the
landscape should serve a purpose. Ask yourself if you want a plant for screening, for privacy, or
for shade. How large will it be five years from now? Plants, like people, grow up. Remember, that
a small one-gallon-size plant will look entirely different after a few years of growth in your
landscape.

Plant properly for success. Here are a few guidelines on getting the job done right:
    Dig a hole large enough in diameter so that the root system has at least six inches of clearance
on all sides. The root ball should rest on a solid soil foundation, so don't dig the hole much deeper
than the ball.
    Plant the tree or shrub slightly above the level of the surrounding soil, to allow for settling and
increased soil drainage.
    Carefully place the tree or shrub in the hole. Handle the plant by the root ball, not by the trunk.
A broken ball of earth can mean a dead plant. Always remove any container before you plant.
    Backfill the hole, using only the native soil removed from the hole; do not use soil amendments
when planting large shrubs and trees. Fill the hole, and firm the soil around the plant. Water
thoroughly to settle   the soil around the roots and to eliminate any air pockets.
 Do not fertilize your tree or shrub after planting. Wait until early in the spring to do this, and even
then, go lightly. Heavy applications of fertilizer may burn and injure the root system, and could
possibly kill the plant.
Watering has been and remains paramount in transplanting. At the time of transplanting, soak the
root ball and surrounding soil. A thorough watering every 7 to 10 days dramatically increases the
success ratio. More frequent watering may encourage root rot. Remember more trees and shrubs
fail from over watering then from under watering. Before calling it a day, add 4 to 6 inches of
mulch around the base of newly planted trees and shrubs. This helps to keep down weeds and
conserve soil moisture. Use pine bark, compost, grass clippings, or leaves. If you want to plant a
tree, shrub or fruit tree in your landscape don’t wait until it is to late. Visit your nursery today, and
beautify and add value to your home. Have a nice week. M.V. 
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