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I have been trying to review my 2019 calendar to determine where this year has gone and why so 
fast. Perhaps getting older makes years seem to go by faster, maybe so, but regardless it was a year 
that went by in a flash. Now we prepare to welcome 2020, a new year, a new decade and hopes 
for better things to come our way and reflect on the many good things that came our way in 2019. 
May the new year bring all of you much happiness, good health, prosperity and wishing you the 
best of luck to stick to your New Year’s resolutions, should you make any. A Happy New Year to 
all of you. 
 
2019 Wraps Up With National Corn Yield Contest Results 
Results from the 2019 National Corn Yield Contest are in and they will have you sharpening your 
competitive edge for next year. The 55-year-old contest is designed to introduce new creations and 
information that will further progress the corn industry, all while bringing friendly competition to 
the fields. The growing need for agriculturists to feed, fuel, clothe and shelter the world is ever-
growing. This contest introduces another tangible incentive for producers to innovate and improve 
their corn crops to creatively boost production per acre to meet those needs. 
 
Farmers have 27 opportunities to win in nine production categories. While there is not an overall 
contest winner, the biggest harvester in all categories topped out at 616.1953 bushels per acre, 
which doubled the overall production average. Texas Corn Producers (TCP) congratulates the state 
and national winners in those competitive categories. From Texas, first place winners included 
Todd Kimbrell of Hillsboro in the conventional non-irrigated category with 233.2711 bushels per 
acre; Brian Fink of Cost in the strip-, min-, mulch, ridge-till non-irrigated category with 174.9076 
bushels per acre; And Tommy and Valerie Cartrite of Sunray in the conventional irrigated category 
harvesting 313.4765 bushels per acre. 
 
Winners will receive recognition in National Corn Growers Association’s (NCGA) Corn Yield 
Guide, cash trips, or other awards supplied by sponsoring seed, chemical and crop protection 
companies. Winners are set to be honored during the 2020 Commodity Classic in San Antonio, 
Texas. All Texas Corn Producers (TCP) members are eligible to compete.  If you are interested in 
participating in the 2020 contest you may find complete details online at 
https://www.ncga.com/for-farmers/national-corn-yield-contest. 
 
Zavala County Stockshow Starts Next Thursday-Jan. 9, 2020 The annual Zavala county livestock 
show will kick-off with a free cowboy breakfast beginning at 6:30 a.m. on Thursday January 9 at 
the Zavala Agricultural Exposition (ZAE) grounds in Crystal City. Animals begin moving in on 
the same day and must be in place by 3:00 p.m. Also, on Thursday the opening ceremonies for the 
show will begin at 3:30 with the weighing and classifying of animals to follow. 
 
On Friday January 10 the day will begin with the checking in of the ZAE BBQ cookoff contestants 
at 8:00 a.m. At 9 a.m. all arts and crafts, photography, foods and clothing project are due in the 
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Quonset building for judging to begin at 10:00 a.m. The clover kids rabbit show will take place at 
10:00 a.m. Recordbooks for animal projects are due at 11:00 a.m. The Crystal City 4-H BBQ plate 
sale will begin at 11:30 a.m. At 1:00 p.m. the judging of goats, lambs, hogs and steers will take 
place. Morgan Thomas a former member of the Texas A&M Livestock Judging Team from 
Raymondville will be the judge.  At 5:30 p.m. the presentation of awards for the winners of the 
journalism, photography, clothing, arts and crafts and food entries will be made. The selection of 
the 2020 grand champion goat, lamb, hog and steer will take place during the parade of champions 
at 6:00 p.m. followed by the presentation of the ZAE BBQ contest winners. 
 
Saturday January 11 is the final day of the show and will begin with the showmanship contest 
finals for senior and junior livestock exhibitors and winners will receive scholarships from 
Southwest Texas Junior College and other awards. A BBQ plate sale will be serve beginning at 
11:30 by the Batesville 4-H Club. The annual sale of animals will begin at 1:00 p.m. which will 
bring the show to an end. A complete schedule of events is available in the Zavala County Sentinel 
and the Zavala County 4-H Facebook pages. For more information you may also contact the Texas 
A&M AgriLife Extension Service-Zavala County Office at 830-374-2883. 
 
Tip of the Week: New Year’s Resolutions for Gardeners As we dream of warmer days soon and 
ideas start to wonder in our minds about what our gardens will look like this spring perhaps it is 
time to make some gardening resolutions that may help you create the garden of your dreams. Here 
are 10 resolutions that gardeners may want to make and stick too during the gardening season. 
 
New Year’s Resolution #1- Clean out the shed and go through old materials. 
We’ve all got it: that one place in the garage or shed where forgotten garden materials have piled 
up and now sit, unused. Resolve to clean out your garden shed, discard expired materials and clean 
up tools and perhaps take a little time to sharpen them while you are at it. 
 
#2 – Take a risk, plant something new. 
Or, don’t plant something old, however you want to phrase it. As gardeners, we all have our 
favorites, but there’s little to be gained from doing the same thing in the garden year after year. 
Challenge yourself to replace an old standby with something new like a new pepper or tomato 
variety or even a new rose variety. 
 
#3 – Start something from seed. 
This is an annual resolution for gardeners, there’s something intensely rewarding about growing 
from seed! If this is already a regular part of your gardening routine, we suggest trying something 
new, or simply brushing up on your knowledge on starting plants from seed. I know buying 
transplants is a lot easier but try this resolution and deepen your satisfaction when you see your 
garden spring to life. 
 
#4. Start a compost bin. Here, again, you don’t need a yard or large space to create garden compost. 
Small composters no bigger than a patio grill is available from garden centers or online. They’ll 
turn kitchen scraps, leaves or yard waste into what some gardeners call “black gold” — nutrient-
rich material for your pots or in-ground plants. If you want to make your own contact the Zavala 
County office of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension and ask for our how to make a compost pile 
publication. 



 
#5 Plant at least one native plant. 
Natives be they flowers, shrubs or trees, are adapted to our particular soil and climate. They are 
easy to grow without benefit of pesticides or fertilizer, and they require little supplemental water. 
Native plants also provide critical habitat for birds and beneficial insect that have co-evolved in 
our area. contact the Zavala County office of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension and ask for our 
list of native plants and shrubs. 
 
#6. Leave grass clipping on your lawn and keep them out of the landfill. 
As they deteriorate, leaves improve the soil and provide nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium 
without expensive chemical fertilizers. Think of the time you’ll save by eliminating raking and 
bagging. 
 
#7. Try your hand at saving seeds for next year. 
Harvest a few from dry, wilted blooms at the end of the season and you’ll have seeds to plant in 
spring with plenty left over for sharing with friends. 
 
#8. Plant at least one flower for the bees. 
As their numbers are dropping rapidly due to pesticides, climate change, parasites and other 
factors. Bee-friendly plants include bee balm, crocus, salvia, zinnia, allium, poppy, cosmos, sedum 
and countless others. Bees also appreciate herbs like rosemary, chives, thyme, lavender, borage. If 
possible, provide plants that bloom in spring, summer and fall. 
 
#9 Get a jump on the season. Unpredictable spring weather wreaks havoc on gardens — and 
gardeners. One sunny, warm day and you're ready to plant; the next damp, cold spell reminds you 
it's still too early. However, if you take steps to shelter plants from spring's changeable weather 
with a cold frame, row covers, or grow house, you can get your hands in the soil weeks earlier. 
 
#10 Manage pests early. Our gardens are as attractive to hungry pests as they are to us. Get to 
know the various pests that frequent your garden and take steps to prevent trouble early. And if 
problems do arise treat your garden early with the right pest control and if possible, use earth-
friendly products that are safe for people and pets. 
 
Finally, a New Year reminds us to look to the future. No matter how long you have been gardening, 
there is always more to learn and something new to try. Good luck in keeping these gardening 
resolutions your garden will reward you with much bounty. Happy New Year everyone. M.V. 
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