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Greetings to all of you and thank you for reading this week. Well looks like we will not have a white
Christmas in Zavala county this year as usual but maybe one of these years we might. However, most
of us would not have it any other way, only in Southwest Texas do you contemplate turning on the
a/c in December to cool off a bit before nightfall arrives and switch to the heater to warm up a little
for the evening. Weather it’s a warm day or a cold one, snow or sun it does not matter!!! It’s
Christmas and a very Merry Christmas to each and everyone of you. 

Annual Pesticide Applicators CEU Training/Meeting-Next Monday
The annual Zavala County AgriLife Extension Service pesticide applicators CEU training meeting
will be held next Monday, December 30, 2019 at the La Pryor I.S.D. multi-purpose building starting
at 9:00 a.m. Participants will receive 6 continuing education units (CEU’s) for attending this training.
All private pesticide applicators licensed by the Texas Department of Agriculture are required to
obtain 15 CEU’s every 5 years to keep their license current. Of these 15 required CEU’s at least 2
credits must be in the laws and regulations category and 2 in the integrated pest management (IPM)
category. There is a $10.00 registration fee per participant. For more information about this meeting
you may contact the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service-Zavala County Office at 830-374-
2883. 
  
Mark Your Calendars-Zavala County Stockshow Only A Few Days Away 
The annual Zavala county livestock show will take place in a few days so make plans to attend. The
show will kick-off with a free cowboy breakfast beginning at 6:30 a.m. on Thursday, January 9 at
the Zavala Agricultural Exposition (ZAE) grounds in Crystal City. Animals begin moving in on the
same day and must be in place by 3:00 p.m. Also on Thursday the opening ceremonies for the show
will begin at 3:30 with the weighing and classifying of animals to follow.

On Friday, January 10 the day will begin with the checking in of the ZAE BBQ cookoff contestants
at 8:00 a.m. At 9 a.m. all arts and crafts, photography, foods and clothing project are due in the
Quonset building for judging to begin at 10:00 a.m. The clover kids rabbit show will take place at
10:00 a.m. Recordbooks for animal projects are due at 11:00 a.m. The Crystal City 4-H BBQ plate
sale will begin at 11:30 a.m. At 1:00 p.m. the judging of goats, lambs, hogs and steers will take
place. Morgan Thomas a former member of the Texas A&M Livestock Judging Team from
Raymondville will be the judge.  At 5:30 p.m. the presentation of awards for the winners of the
journalism, photography, clothing, arts and crafts and food entries will be made. The selection of the
2020 grand champion goat, lamb, hog and steer will take place during the parade of champions at
6:00 p.m. followed by the presentation of the ZAE BBQ contest winners. 

Saturday, January 11 is the final day of the show and will begin with the showmanship contest finals
for senior and junior livestock exhibitors and winners will receive scholarships from Southwest
Texas Junior College and other awards. A BBQ plate sale will be serve beginning at 11:30 by the



Batesville 4-H Club. The annual sale of animals will begin at 1:00 p.m. which will bring the show
to an end. A complete schedule of events will be available in the January 8th issue of the Zavala
County Sentinel. For more information you may contact the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
Service-Zavala County Office at 830-374-2883. 

Tip of the Week: Sleigh, Queen: Rudolph Might Be Female
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension and Dr. Alice Blue-McLendon have studied reindeer for many years
and have determined that perhaps Rudolph and the rest of the reindeer clan could be female. Of
course you know Dasher and Dancer and Prancer and Vixen, but did you know Rudolph and the rest
of Santa’s reindeer could be females? Before Santa cracks his whip to get his 9-reindeer sleigh into
high gear, he may be leading with a group of girl reindeer on Christmas day. 

Dr. Alice Blue-McLendon, a professor in the College of Veterinary Medicine & Biomedical Sciences
at Texas A&M University, a deer expert and director of the Winnie Carter Wildlife Center, says
reindeer are the only type of deer in which both the males and females grow antlers. Christmas falls
in late December and—as we all know—everyone’s favorite red-nosed reindeer leads Santa’s
sleigh, as the story goes. In the wild, of course, the only reindeer left with antlers at Christmas are
the females. Let us explain this matter a little further. Reindeer and caribou are the only deer where
both males and females have antlers (the deer family, Cervidae, only the males have antlers).  

Reindeer are the domesticated cousins of wild caribou—and are usually about 8 to 10 inches shorter.
In the early days of Alaska’s history, some mail routes were made with sleds pulled by reindeer, so
it’s likely they even delivered some Christmas cards. Anyway, while male reindeer shed their antlers
at the beginning of winter (late November to mid-December), the females retain their antlers until
after they give birth in the spring. This is because the mating season occurs in the fall. Once the male
reindeer have used their antlers to impress their mates, they no longer have use of them, and they
shed (loose) them before Christmastime. Because all of Santa’s reindeer have antlers, they all have
to be girls, including Rudolph … er, Rudolphine? Yep, it’s the females who were able to find their
way to your house this Christmas. Whether Rudolph or Rudolphina may be male or female lets not
forget what the season represents and as such we celebrate it with much joy and happiness. Merry
Christmas to one and all!. M.V. 
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