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Good bye September and hello October! Of course the temperatures continue to be more like July than
October but according to weather experts that is supposed to change in the next 7 to 10 days so we
shall see. Greetings to all of you and thank you so much for reading this week. 

Texas To Get One of Three Regional Carcass Centers
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced a collaboration with industry and
academia to establish three regional USDA Cattle and Carcass Grading Correlation Training Centers.
These centers will educate and train stakeholders across the country in the grading of feeder cattle,
fed cattle and beef carcasses  The creation of these training centers was made possible through the
Farm Bill. The plan for these centers is to connect producers directly with USDA experts who conduct
these services to provide a better understanding of the grading system, bolster their confidence in the
prices they receive, and reinforce their assurance in the transparent cattle delivery system. USDA’s
Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS), which provides USDA’s voluntary beef cattle and carcass
grading services, has signed agreements with three partners to strategically place the USDA Cattle and
Carcass Grading Correlation Training Centers in locations which represent regional variances in U.S.
cattle production. The first center is established at West Texas A&M University in Canyon, Texas;
the second at Colorado State University in Fort Collins, Colo.; and the third center is located at the
U.S. Meat Animal Research Center in Clay Center, Nebraska.

Cotton Council Invites Growers To Farm Law Webinars
Sign-up for the 2018 farm law has begun, and the National Cotton Council staff will be conducting
farm law education webinars on September 23 at 8 a.m.; September 25 at 8 a.m.; and September 26
at 10 a.m. Central Time. All cotton industry members and other interested parties are urged to
participate and access this timely information. Organizations or individuals also are encouraged to
relay this information to their respective financial institutions and other agri-businesses. All webinars
will cover information on Seed Cotton ARC/PLC election, 2019 and 2020 crop enrollment, marketing
loan provisions (paper attached), program eligibility provisions and the Economic Adjustment
Assistance for Textile Mills. The focus will be primarily on cotton and USDA program features.
Participants will need to use Zoom software. To download and connect, visit
https:/ /cotton.zoom.us/j/589146147 .  For more informat ion please vis i t
http://www.cotton.org/issues/2018/fminfo.cfm.

Tip Of the Week: For Date Lovers Jujubes Might Be The Tree For YOU
Jujubes are one of the easiest to grow of the fruit crops, with few pests or problems ever reported.
Jujube (Ziziphus jujube) was introduced into Texas in approximately 1875. The tree can grow to a
height of 30-50 ft if soil and climatic conditions permit. The leaves are dark green and attractive with
a shiny waxlike appearance above and a layer of fuzz on the lower side. The tree loses its leaves in
the winter to make an ornate specimen with upright trunks, short angled shoots, and rough bark.

Fruit from seedlings can be quite small, while improved varieties can be as large as 2 inches long and
1 ½  inches in diameter. The fruit usually ripens in July and August. As it matures on the tree, it will
gradually turn from a light green to a dark brown and become wrinkled. A single seed is inside the
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fruit and the dark brown appearance and this seed gives rise to the common name, Chinese Date. The
texture and flavor more closely resemble that of an apple than a date.

Varieties of jujube trees in Texas are propagated either by seed or root sprouts from stands of trees
scattered around the state. The fruit from these seedlings will usually be of inferior quality; however,
they are readily available, inexpensive, and easy to maintain. There are two commonly known
varieties in the state: Li is the largest fruit grown in Texas, and also the best flavored. It has edible
flesh when picked from the tree and is somewhat later than the other varieties. Texture is crisp when
harvested at the proper time. At maturity, skin color is mahogany and the fruit should be harvested
before the skin becomes wrinkled. Lang is the most widely grown named variety in Texas. It produces
heavy crops of large pear shaped fruit that matures ahead of the Li variety. Lang produces a more
spreading tree than other jujube trees. The fruit is red skinned at maturity. Both the Li and the Lang
varieties should be grafted as they do not come true to seed.

Soils for jujubes can range widely, but they do require fair to good drainage. They will perform well
at a wide range of soil pH. Plants grown in soils with a pH above 7.8 may exhibit minor element
deficiencies. With this notable exception, jujubes will survive on soils where most other trees would
perish.

Climate for jujubes should be hot and dry. They are grown primarily in Texas and the southwestern
United States. Jujubes have survived drought and excess moisture better than any other fruit plant in
trials at College Station, Texas. Though plants will survive in all areas of the state, they are better
adapted to the more arid areas rather than the Gulf Coast. Winter injury does not seem to be a problem
with jujubes in Texas and they usually bloom late enough to escape spring frosts.

Pests are rarely a problem in jujubes though cotton root rot can be a major limiting factor on those
sites where it is present. If plant loss is contributed to this disease, do not replant in the same area as
additional losses are a certainty.

Root sprouting is a problem under mature plantings and can lead to the formation of a thicket if control
measures are not undertaken. As soon as sprouts form, they should be cut off at or under the ground.
Any root injury will encourage root sprouting, so cultivation should be avoided where possible. Plants
produced from these sprouts will not produce the same type of fruit as the mother plant if the tops are
grafted onto a rootstock. Young plants should not be used as a source of new plants unless they are
grafted. 

Fertilization required to produce excellent plant growth in Texas is only nitrogen. A rule of thumb
would be to use 0.2 lb N per inch of trunk diameter up to a maximum of 1.0 lb. A single application
just prior to growth in the spring is usually adequate. First and second year plants will respond to
applying the material in three applications at monthly intervals usually April, May, and June. If split
applications are used, use 1/3 of the total in each application. You might want to give Jujubes a try
next spring. Have a great week-M.V. 
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