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The time has come to declare that winter is now over!! Driving to College Station on Sunday to give
my Aggie daughter a lift back to Texas A&M University gave me an opportunity to take in natures
indication that we are now in Spring. The season is endorsed with the abundance of bluebonnets
mixed in with some Indian paintbrushes, black-eyed Susan’s, and some chocolate flowers including
a few Indian blankets which provided a beautiful landscape for my Sunday drive. Officially the first
Day of Spring is this Wednesday, March 20th at the exact time of 21:58 (Coordinated Universal
Time), which is the time the equinoxes, the sun shines directly on the equator and the length of day
and night is nearly equal. Greetings to all of you, thank you for reading this week and HAPPY
SPRING. 

Ed Ritchie Scholarship Applications Now Available
The 2019 Ed Ritchie, Jr. memorial scholarship applications are now available for qualifying 4-H and
FFA members in Zavala County. The scholarship is a one time $1,500.00 award for college tuition
and fees upon the enrollment by the recipient at any Texas College or University pursuing a degree
in an agricultural sciences or home economics related field. Applications must be completed and
returned to the County Extension Agent, Ag. Teacher, school counselor or 4-H adult leader on or
before April 16, 2019. To obtain a copy of the application 4-H members may contact the Zavala
County Office of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service at 830-374-2883 or by email at mj-
valdez@tamu.edu. FFA member may contact Mrs. Nicole Taylor at 830-365-4000. 

The 4-H youth development program expresses their gratitude to the Ritchie Family for making this
scholarship possible to qualifying youth in Zavala County. 

Zavala County Owners Reminded Of Yearly Exotic CWD Susceptible Species Forms Due
April 1st
The Texas Animal Health Commission (TAHC) would like to remind all owners of premises where
exotic chronic wasting disease (CWD) susceptible species are located that annual mortality records
and inventory forms are due on or before 12:00 AM, April 1, 2019. Exotic CWD susceptible species
include North American elk or wapiti, black-tailed deer, red deer, reindeer, sika deer, moose and any
associated subspecies or hybrids. Axis deer are not classified as a susceptible species.

As part of the May 9, 2017 adopted amendments to §40.5 of the Texas Administrative Code, TAHC
added identification and mortality record keeping requirements for exotic CWD susceptible species.
A copy of the rule may be viewed at http://bit.ly/2Dky7KP. Statewide surveillance provides
valuable information that is critical to early detection of CWD in exotic susceptible species and
protects the health and marketability of these animals. TAHC rules state that owners of high-fenced
premises where exotic CWD susceptible species are located must keep an annual inventory and
submit the inventory form to TAHC on or before April 1 of each year.
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Y o u  ma y  o b t a i n  a n  i n v e n t o r y  f o r m o n  t h e  T A H C  w e b s i t e  a t :
h t t p s : / / w w w . t a h c . t e x a s . g o v / a n i m a l _ h e a l t h / e l k - d e e r / P D F / 1 3 -
06_ExoticCWDSusceptibleSpeciesInventory.pdf Completed inventory forms may be submitted
by email to CWD_reports@tahc.texas.gov; by fax to (512) 719-0729; or by mail to: Texas Animal
Health Commission-Attention: CWD Susceptible Species Reporting, P.O. Box 12966, Austin, Texas
78711-2966. For further information, contact your local TAHC region office or call TAHC’s
Traceability Department at 1-800-550-8242 x 777. 

Tip of The Week: Dealing With The Big 4 Parasites In Cattle
In Zavala county parasite control in cattle in not a once-a-year program but should it needs to be a
program to contemplate prior to spring grazing. It is constant management consideration throughout
the year with different parasites popping up depending on weather and location. For cattle producers
there are four major parasites to contend with during the year: lice, worms, ticks and flies. Here are
some management tips to keep in mind when considering parasite control programs:

Flies-These pest not only become a nuisance for us humans who are trying to enjoy a summer outing
with family but are a constant pest for cattle in our area.  Horn flies are going to be around for
producers every year and compounding the problem is the issue of resistance. To avoid this possible
scenario rotating the class of insecticide used to control horn fly populations. 90% of our pour on
products controlling horn flies are mostly pyrethroids. An organophosphate spray can thwart flies
during the season. Using a macrocyclic lactone dewormer which include ivermetictin and
moxidectin can help kill flies that still bite treated animals. Another concept is killing eggs in
manure with feed-through products such as insect growth regulator (IGR) in mineral. The only
problem is there are no guarantees all cattle will eat enough IGR in mineral to stop fly reproduction.
Also, face flies, along with horn flies, are a problem that can be remedied using products such as fly
tags.

Worms- There are several classes and types of dewormers that can help control the spread of
parasitic worms, such as round worms. The emergence of longer-release dewormers has helped with
the effectiveness of controlling the spread of worms among cattle. Most veterinarians will agree that
Timing deworming is key. Most advise deworming a cowherd when grass is starting to green up
because (like our current conditions in Zavala County) basically all of the internal parasites in cattle
are going to be picked up on grass. Like fly control products the issue of resistance also should be
considered. Similar to the strategy with flies, it is important to rotate the class of dewormer that is
used to limit the risk of breeding worms resistant to a particular dewormer. 

Ticks- The worry of ticks spreading illness through cattle populations has increased recently with
the discovery of Asian longhorned ticks in several states and the ongoing threat of cattle fever ticks
along the Mexico-Texas border including our neighboring county of Maverick has always been a
concern. Longhorned ticks are a concern because they have displayed the ability to spread rapidly
due to their asexual reproduction, resulting in a potential population boom. The tick carries a
protozoal disease that causes damage to the “pocket book” rather than being deadly. Animals are
always getting a little sick, but never getting well, when afflicted by these ticks. Some treatments
for flies and worms should help in preventing the spread of these types of ticks and others.

Lice- It is sometimes hard to put a number on any negative economic impact from lice. Repairs to
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pens that have been rubbed by cattle are common with herds afflicted by lice, but it can be hard to
observe the more inconspicuous effects. Pour-on and injectable dewormers can help control lice, if
the proper dosage is administered. Veterinarians also advise to use namebrand products rather than
a generic brand because the quality control isn’t quite there for generic products. In serious cases
always consult with your local veterinarian practitioners. Have a great Spring week. M.V. 
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