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From cars to furniture, from jewelry to clothing Memorial Day sales seem to flood the internet, radio
and television. Memorial day much like other special and solemn days have become so
commercialized that at times it over shadows the true meaning of the holiday. As we approach next
Monday, May 27 let us not forget that Memorial day is observed each year on the last Monday in
May for remembering the people who died while serving in the country's armed forces. Please take
time to share the importance of this day with family particularly our young people. Greetings to all
of you and thank you so much for reading this week. 

Zavala County Livestock Producers Should Know of Fever Ticks Found Outside Quarantine
Area
Texas Animal Health Commission (TAHC) livestock inspectors discovered fever ticks on cattle
originating from a Webb County premises during a routine voluntary inspection at a program
dipping vat late last month. The premises where the cattle originated has been placed under
quarantine and all cattle on the premises have started treatment. Officials are thankful for cattle
producers’ support in voluntarily inspecting their animals for fever ticks. Due to their actions, the
newly discovered premises was identified quickly and treatment began promptly.

As a result of the quarantine, a Control Purpose Quarantine Area (CPQA) was established for
systematic inspection of livestock and wildlife hosts in a portion of Eastern Webb County
surrounding the infested premises. Consequently, cattle fever ticks have been discovered on three
additional premises in the area, to date. The infested premises are located approximately 24 miles
outside of the Permanent Fever Tick Quarantine Zone. Producers located in the identified CPQA are
being contacted by United States Department of Agriculture, Cattle Fever Tick Eradication Program
personnel. Livestock on the premises located within the CPQA are subject to movement restrictions,
systematic inspections and potential treatment in accordance with the regulations in Title 4, Texas
Administrative Code, Chapter 41 Fever Ticks.

Cattle Fever ticks, known scientifically as Rhipicephalus (formerly Boophilus) annulatus and R.
microplus, are a significant threat to the United States cattle industry. The Babesia organism attacks
and destroys red blood cells, causing acute anemia, high fever, and enlargement of the spleen and
liver, ultimately resulting in death for up to 90 percent of susceptible naive cattle. For more
information about cattle fever ticks, visit http://www.tahc.texas.gov/animal_health/cattle/#ticks
or http://www.tahc.texas.gov/news/brochures/TAHCBrochure_FeverTickFAQ.pdf for a list of
frequently asked questions.

Window Quickly Closing To Obtain Steer Projects For Livestock Shows
The annual steer validation for all steer project in Zavala County will be held on June 22, 2019
beginning at 9:00 a.m. at the Chaparrosa Ranch facilities located south of La Pryor. If you plan to
show a steer at the county show you will need to have purchased these animals by this day and bring
the animals to the validation site in order for your to be eligible to show in the 2020 Zavala County
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Junior Livestock show. If you plan to show a steer project in San Antonio, Houston, Austin or any
other major show in Texas you must also have these animals validated on this date. You must have
PREVIOUSLY ordered a state validation tag before you can have your animals state validated for
the state validation program. Tags were ordered in April as per state guidelines. If you need
assistance in locating a steer project or need more information about the steer validation process
contact the Zavala County office of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service at 830-374-2883. 

Tip of the Week: Significance of Poppies for Memorial Day and How To Grow Them
You may have seen poppies worn at Memorial Day parades or events or seen crepe paper versions
for sale, but you might not be aware that the vibrant red flowers represent a rich patriotic
tradition–both in the US and in Europe. The poppy tradition can be traced back to World War I.
Entire villages were destroyed in battle, but after a long, dark winter full of atrocities, red poppies
began cropping up in battlefields across the continent. After the war, the flower became known as
this symbol of life lost and new hope in the face of tragedy. This week in preparation of Memorial
Day I would like to share some of our Extension resources on how to grow this significant flower. 

All varieties of poppies produce beautiful flowers followed by interesting seed pods. The most
common varieties grown in Texas are the bright orange California or Mexican poppy and the red
corn poppy. In Texas, poppies bloom in mid-spring and produce pods sometime in early summer.
Poppies have trouble naturalizing in Texas because of the imported fire ant. Fire ants consider the
seeds a food source and quickly remove them from the landscape during the summer. To keep a nice
crop of poppy flowers going year to year, harvest seed pods when they turn brown in June and save
the seed to plant in December.

Remove weeds and garden debris from an area that receives full sun or at least six hours of sunlight
each day. Break up the soil so the poppy seeds will have good contact with the ground. Spread a 1-
inch layer of compost over the soil and work it into the top inch of soil. Rake the area until it is
smooth. You will be preparing the planting area in the fall for planting in December.

Place poppy seeds in a container with a few handfuls of loose soil. Mix seeds with loose soil so
when you spread the seeds over the ground they will be mixed with dirt and slightly covered with
soil. You do not want the seeds to be completely covered with soil because they need the cool air
and light to encourage them to sprout in early spring. Spread water over the planting area with a
light sprinkle to settle the seeds. Do not water the seeds again until spring when the light green
plants appear. Keeping the planting area moist can rot the seeds. Once the poppies sprout, do not
fertilize, as poppies just need average garden soil to survive. Keep the area free of weeds and allow
the plants to bloom freely. Harvest seed pods when they turn brown and begin to split. Break open
the pods to retrieve the seed and store in a paper bag in a cool, dry area until it's time to plant again
in the fall. If you space poppy plantings about two weeks apart, you can extend the blooming time
of your poppies. For a more abundant and longer lasting blooming period, remove old poppy flowers
from the plants once they drop their petals, but leave some flowers on at the end of the season if you
want poppies to self-seed. State Highway Departments throughout the nation have begun planting
Red Corn Poppies along their roadsides for motorists to enjoy. Truly spectacular when heavily
seeded in an isolated area.



There are various sources from which you can purchase poppy seeds for planting. Some sources
include Baker Creek heirloom seeds at  https://www.rareseeds.com/american-legion-poppy/,
Diane's Flower Seeds, 1380 N. Hwy 89-Ogden, UT 84404 Phone: (801) 782-8121.
http://www.dianeseeds.com, Renee's Garden Seeds 6116 Highway 9 Felton, CA 95018 Phone:
(888) 880-7228 http://www.reneesgarden.com and there are others. For additional information
about growing poppies go to the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service Aggie Horticulture
website at https://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/archives/parsons/flowers/poppy.html. By the way
in Texas Georgetown Red Poppies are enjoying quite a reputation in central Texas and beyond! The
Georgetown poppies were brought to the Georgetown, Texas, area by local resident Henry Compton
as he returned from the war. These Flanders poppies are still found throughout the area, making
Georgetown "The Red Poppy Capital of Texas." In fact each year the city of Georgetown (located
about 30 miles north of Austin on I-35) hosts its annual Red Poppy Festival which includes a Parade
with bands, floats and all the trimmings, a Classic Car Show, Live Music, Concerts, Art Displays,
Kid’s Area with games and fun, artisan shopping booths and Live Music on several stages!
Admission to the festival is free. The 2019 Georgetown Red Poppy Festival was held last month on
April 26-28, 2019. If you would like to attend future Red Poppy Festivals in Georgetown visit their
website for the latest information at https://hellogeorgetown.com/red-poppy-festival/ . Have a
wonderful Memorial Day Weekend-M.V. 
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