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Greetings to all of you and thank you for reading this week. For those of you who have kiddos in
school, may all of you have a happy and safe spring break. I have to stop and regroup to adjust to
the fast pace in which this year has moved along. Already to the middle of March and I do not see
the next few months slowing down any. I don’t even want to think of 2020 yet,  but it will be here
soon. 

Zavala County Futures Forum Set For Next Week
If you received an invitation letter for this event and if you did not but want to attend and provide
your input you are more than welcome to attend. The event will take place next Tuesday, March
19, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. at the La Pryor School Cafeteria. This process is being held in every county
in Texas from January 1 to May 31, 2019. The 2019 Texas Community Futures Forum marks the 20
anniversary of this process. The original TCFF was held in 1999 with great success. 

Our ability to meet educational needs depends on knowing what local residents see as their issues
that impact their lives. There is no way to know the answers to these questions unless they are
asked. Therefore, Extension will involve local people in a process to ask residents what is important
to them. This activity is just one part of the process to identify issues. The issues that surface will
be discussed with county committees, task forces, and subject matter specialists to determine the
appropriate action for educational programming. Moreover, they will  be shared with other
agencies and educational groups to see if a program partnership can be formed to address the
issue, as A&M AgriLife Extension is unique because it has Extension agents in every county of the
state. This uniqueness provides an opportunity to bring together the people of Texas, other service
agencies, and educational groups to help provide solutions to the problems and issues facing
Texans. Remember the mission of Extension: “Improving the lives of people, businesses, and
communities across Texas and beyond through high-quality, relevant education”. Your input is
valuable to all of us. If you want to be active in this process and you want to insure your
participation please contact the Zavala County office of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service
at 830-374-2883 and ask to be placed on the TCFF participation list for Zavala County.

Wild Pig Survey Available For Your Input
You are invited to participate in the human dimensions of wild pigs survey. This study is designed
to allow the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service to better understand hunter, landowner, and
stakeholder opinions about wild pigs and management practices for the species. You will be asked
a series of questions about your thoughts and opinions on the resource use, economic impacts, and
management of wild pigs. The survey should only take about 30 minutes to complete. Your
responses are voluntary. Your answers will be submitted confidentially and will not be linked to
your name or address.  No risks are expected to participants in the study. There are no sensitive
questions in this survey that should cause discomfort. However, you can skip any question you do



not wish to answer, or exit the survey at any point.

If you have questions, complaints, or concerns about the project, you may contact the Human
Research Protection Program at Texas A&M University by phone at (979)-458-4067, toll-free at 1-
(855)-795- 8636, or by email at irb@tamu.edu. Please access the online survey by going to
 https://agrilife.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_dj6cEImA8xvIB37  We hope that you will take a
few moments to help us to learn more about the human dimensions of wild pigs in Texas.  Should
you have any questions regarding this survey, or if you would like to respond to a paper copy of this
questionnaire, please call or email Rachael Connally – we will be glad to assist you!  You can reach
Rachael by phone at (979)-583-2205 or by email at rachael.connally@tamu.edu. We hope that you
will enjoy completing the questionnaire and the opportunity to share your thoughts and opinions
on wild pigs. We look forward to receiving your responses.

Tip of The Week: Heirloom Gardening Is On The Rise How You Can Participate
I guess the starting point for the purposes of this article is what is Heirloom or heirloom gardening.
In popular usage, a heirloom is something that has been passed down for generations through
family members. Examples are antiques, family habits, jewelry and in this case vegetable seeds.
So what’s a real heirloom variety? A real heirloom vegetable or fruit variety has a history, a history
which means something to someone. The relationship behind it is important. The memories
attached are important. These things give one a sense of place and time when growing such
varieties. Regardless of the heirloom seeds you purchase it would be interesting for you to do a
little research and find the history behind the heirloom variety you will attempt to grow in your
garden this year.

While some people try to define “heirloom” by age, such as saying that any plant that originated
before 1951 (after which hybridization became popular) is an heirloom, the most widely accepted
definition of what constitutes an heirloom is that it is open-pollinated and was grown in an earlier
era. Some heirlooms are hundreds of years old, and others originated around the turn of the 20th
century. Why Grow Heirlooms? 
Heirloom plants have a large following among home gardeners and organic gardeners in particular.
Some of the most common reasons for growing heirlooms are:

1. Wider Variety: When you have access to plants that were grown by previous generations, you
also get to experience the thrill of having a huge variety of plants available to you. For example, the
Seed Savers Exchange, which deals solely in heirlooms, has 77 varieties of tomatoes in this year's
catalog. Unless you have acreage, it would take years just to try them all. And among those 77
varieties are every color, size, and flavor of tomato imaginable.

2. Better Flavor: In many cases, hybridizers have chosen properties like disease resistance and
heavy yields over flavor. Fans of heirlooms will argue that many of the best-tasting crops come
from heirloom plants.

3. Biogenetic Diversity: Plant species are dying out at an alarming weight. Heirloom gardeners,
through growing and saving seeds of treasured crops, are ensuring that these plants won't become
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extinct. In addition, keeping diversity in our food chain protects us against large plagues or crop
failures.

4.Frugality: Growing heirlooms is a frugal way to have a bountiful garden. Each season, you can
grow the crop, harvest the food, save the seeds, and store them to grow next year's garden. If you
save a lot of seed, you can even get involved in seed exchanges with other heirloom gardeners to
get more diversity in your garden. If you do not have a source for heirloom seeds here is an
excellent site which features over 250 heirloom seed suppliers for your heirloom seeds.  Simply go
to http://www.off-grid.info/food-independence/heirloom-seed-suppliers.html  Growing
heirlooms is a fun, educational experience that every organic gardener can try. Just don't be
surprised if you become hooked on heirlooms! Have a great week. M.V. 
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