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A record breaking temperature was the main event this weekend with temperatures reaching in the 
high 80's which is not typical for this time of year in our area. But of course by the time you read 
this article we will be back to a cold damp, wet winter pattern before we recover again by the end 
of the week. Spring is right around the corner and if you have checked out your Ash trees most of 
them have reached bud break and are putting on leaves already. Of course our native mesquites 
know better and they remain dormant. Greetings to all of you and thank you for reading this week. 

Zavala and Area Pesticide Applicators Have Auxin Training Available

If you missed the Zavala and Uvalde county Auxin specific training that was held last month and 
you need this training another training opportunity is available for you. An Auxin Specific 
Applicator Training is taking place on February, 28, 2019 at the Frio County Extension Office 
located at 400 S. Pecan St. in Pearsall, Texas. Registration will begin at 8:30 AM  and training 
program will run from 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM. Two CEU’s (Laws & Regs) are available  -

$10.00. You will need to provide your Private Applicator License. PLEASE RSVP BY FEBRUARY 
27, 2019 to Frio County 830-334-0099 or Atascosa County 830- 569-0034 or the Zavala County 
Extension office at 830-374-2883. 

The Texas Department of Agriculture requires an Auxin specific training is prior to applying 
Engenia, Xtendimax or Fexapan herbicides for any labeled use.  That includes labeled uses on 
dicamba tolerant crops, conventional crops and any labeled non-crop use. Auxin training is also 
required prior to applying Enlist One or Enlist Duo herbicides over the top of transgenic 2,4-D 
tolerant crops. To apply Engenia, Xtendimax or Fexapan you must have a certified applicator’s 
license and attend the training which will last NO LESS than 100 minutes in length. Operators are 
not allowed to apply dicamba formulations in 2019 until they complete this training. To apply Enlist 
One and Enlist Duo you must have a certified applicator’s license or be operating under a certified 
applicator and attend the training.

Texas 4-H To Host International Students-You Can Help

The Texas 4-H program will be hosting 10 youth and 1 adult from Japan and 10 youth and 1 adult 
from South Korea this summer. The Texas 4-H program is searching for host families. If you 
are interested please visit www.states4hexchange.cor for more information on this program. 
Our Summer Inbound programs bring youth to the US each summer to stay with a host family 
for 4 weeks. Based on a complete cultural immersion model, youth are matched with a 
volunteer American family who wants to share their life with an international visitor. 

Visiting youth travel in groups and are accompanied by an adult chaperone who stays in Texas for 
the duration of the program. Host families will have the opportunity to participate in welcome 
orientations and departure events that are organized by the Texas 4-H Extension office. 4-H 
currently offers four different hosting opportunities for interested families. Our Japan Program is

http://www.states4hexchange.cor


our largest and is always in need of families. Please note that space may be limited in our other
programs.

Tip of the Week: Pruning Bushes and Trees After A Freeze
We have had a couple of hard freezes or what we consider hard freezes by south Texas standards.
As such here are a few tips to consider when pruning your freeze damaged trees in the next few
weeks.  Shrubs require pruning throughout the year to shape them properly and to promote flower
growth. When a shrub is damaged by a hard freeze, the water inside the branches becomes ice
crystals, killing the cells around it. Some gardeners become anxious when a tree is damaged due to
a hard freeze and are quick to break out the pruning shears to remove the deadwood. Patience and
a proper pruning technique will save the shrub from further damage.

Wait until the shrub begins to sprout new growth in the spring before considering pruning the shrub.
Prune back dead or damaged branches until you see green wood. Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
horticulturist suggests making cuts back to an active bud, making the cut at a 45 degree angle as
close to the bud as possible. This promotes side growth and ensures you hit living wood.

Trim deciduous shrubs once they begin to show leaves in early February, cutting any branches that
are thinner than a finger. Focus on smaller branches, as cutting large branches too early in the season
makes wounds that are difficult to heal. Cut large, freeze-damaged branches during the summer once
the tree has had time to recover from the winter weather. 

Perhaps the landscape shrubs that got hit the hardest in the Zavala county area were citrus and
bougainvilleas. For these you need to wait until the possibility of any more freeze nights have
passed. For our area this is possible the case and I would say it is safe to begin working and pruning
these shrubs. Stand back to look at the whole plant & assess what plan of action to take. I suggest
you do this 3 or 4 more times as you are pruning to make sure to get the look you want. Typically, 
work in 1 area at a time & move on to the next. Start by pruning a few outer branches so you can
work your way in. Then take out branches which cross, those that are weak or awkward & anything
dead. Take out whole branches back to the main branch or smaller branches where they connect to
the branch they’re growing off of. If you don’t, you’ll end up with a very dense plant.

Working your way into the innermost section of the plant, removed all the weak, spindly growth.
This will never grow strong because of a lack of light. Pruned down the tallest branches by at least
a foot if you don’t want your bougainvilleas to get too tall. For the most part the freeze damage that
I have seen in Zavala county was all on the outer, upper branches. If this was your case cut out all
of the dead branches at this point. Remember bougainvilleas blooms on new growth so this pruning
brings on more color. Have a wonderful pruning week. M.V. 
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