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Good bye January and hello February, 2019 seems to be zooming right along. This past Monday was
a nice spring like day with highs in the mid 70's then winter paid us another visit by the middle of
the week before we warm up again over the weekend and then get colder again in the following
days. We might complain about our South Texas weather but I would much rather live here than in
Chicago and other parts of the north where minus 50 degree wind chill temperatures are
unimaginable for us folks living in this area. I don't know what it would be like to live in
temperatures like that and I really don't want to find out. Greetings to all of you and thank you so
much for reading this week. 

Zavala County Community Futures Forum To Be Announced Soon 
Our ability to meet educational needs depends on knowing what local residents see as their issues
that impact their lives. There is no way to know the answers to these questions unless they are asked.
Therefore, Extension will involve local people in a process to ask residents what is important to
them.  The 2019 Community Futures Forum will be held in Zavala county as well as in every county
in Texas from January 1 to May 31, 2019. The 2019 Texas Community Futures Forum marks the
20 anniversary of this process. The original TCFF was held in 1999 with great success. This activity
is just one part of the process to identify issues.                                                  
                                          
The issues that surface should be discussed with county committees, task forces, and subject matter
specialists to determine the appropriate action for educational programming. Moreover, they will 
be shared with other agencies and educational groups to see if a program partnership can be formed
to address the issue, as A&M AgriLife Extension is unique because it has Extension agents in every
county of the state. This uniqueness provides an opportunity to bring together the people of Texas,
other service agencies, and educational groups to help provide solutions to the problems and issues
facing Texans. Remember the mission of Extension: “Improving the lives of people, businesses, and
communities across Texas and beyond through high-quality, relevant education”. Tentatively plans
are to hold this event in Zavala county in March. The final date, location and time will be announced
soon. If you receive an invitation to be part of this process please participate your input is valuable
to all of us. If you want to be active in this process and you want to insure your participation please
contact the Zavala County office of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service at 830-374-2883
and ask to be placed on the TCFF participation list for Zavala County.                                            
                                        

4-H Camp Job Opportunities Available This Summer
Do you want a summer job where you can play with kids, swim, dance, and have fun while gaining
valuable leadership experience? Consider applying for a Texas 4-H Center Summer Staff position.
The 4-H Center provides an opportunity for you to work in an atmosphere where you will not only
impact the lives of young people, but also learn a lot about yourself and make life-long friends. Each
position provides valuable leadership training, work experience, fun and profit for individuals who
truly desire to be part of a positive summer experience for over 2,500 youth.



Requirements of applicants:
* Successful completion of one year of college or other work by June 1, 2019
* Be enthusiastic, creative, hardworking and dependable
* Be able to get along with others and work as a team

So if you are a former 4-H members who is 18 years old, completed one year of college, and may
be interested in working at the 4-H camp this summer this opportunity might be for you. The Texas
4-H camp is now accepting applications for Texas 4-H Camp Summer Staff. The application is on
4-H camp website at texas4hcenter.tamu.edu under the employment tab. Applications are due March
22.For more information contact the Zavala County office of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
Service at 830-374-2883 or Cari Snider, Extension Program Specialist-4-H Development Program
Coordinator-Texas 4-H Center at 325-784-5482 or go to http://texas4hcenter.tamu.edu

Tip of the Week: Tips on Using Various Garden Fertilizers This Spring 
Apparently some of you are anxious to get started in your gardens soon and you are just itching at
the opportunity to begin spring planting. A caller last week was inquiring about what kinds of
fertilizers should one use this spring in the vegetable garden. The first response I give is have you
had your garden soil tested? If so you are well ahead of the game. If not you still have time to get
this done. Next I want to share with you some fertilizer options you have to use this spring. 

The purpose of soil amendments for the garden are two fold. One is to add nutrients-this is what
plants use for food and the other is soil conditioners-these create the ideal soil conditions so that the
plants can make best use of the nutrients. All growing vegetables need the naturally occurring
elements: potassium, nitrogen, and phosphorous. These are the 3 numbers you find on a fertilizer
container such as 10-5-5 or 5-0-5 and so on. Potassium is used by plants to make and move sugars,
is necessary for root growth, and helps the plant to retain water. Phosphorous is needed for fruit and
flower development. Nitrogen is vital for forming new cells. By applying garden fertilizer regularly,
you provide the soil with what it requires to remain in the best condition.

First lets discuss using manure as garden fertilizer. Yes many of us were raised using manure as
fertilizer and never buying commercial synthetic fertilizers because in many cases that was all we
had. Many folks still like to use this type of soil amendment which is perfectly fine however a
couple of rules apply. Cow and hog waste is described as cold because it is wetter and lower in
nitrogen. Hot manures must be aged before being added to the site to avoid burning the plants. 
The urine of most animals contains higher levels of potassium and nitrogen than solids and can be
collected as vegetable garden fertilizer in animal bedding if you keep your own livestock. Fresh
farmyard manure can give off ammonia and scorch growing plants.  Remember to age manure
fertilize for 6 moths to one year before using. Once aged you can use these at any time during the
growing season. 

Next lets look at using natural vegetable garden fertilizers. One of these is Seaweed. Of course not
many of us will be driving to the coast to pick up seaweed but if you have a dear friend of yours that
visits our area from the coast this might be a nice favor to ask. Seaweed is high in nutrients and helps
unlock micro-nutrients from the soil. Use at any time as a plant growth booster. If seaweed is not
an option straw combined with nitrogen rich grass clippings makes good springtime mulch for light
soils. Powdered rock dust added solves some mineral deficiencies in the vegetable garden, however
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like seaweed you might not want to spend your time finding powdered rock sources, which brings
us to a couple of other natural vegetable garden fertilizers. One of these is peanut shells. Carbon rich
peanut shells help aerate compost piles to be used as vegetable garden fertilizer. You might be able
to get all the peanut shells you can get in neighboring Pearsall but check on availability. And finally
fall leaves are a good natural vegetable garden fertilizer. Fall leaves that have been stored for a year
in a compost bin make great mulch.

Another form of fertilizer is green manure from plants. Planting cover crops to be used as green
manure has been practiced for centuries. This vegetable gardening practice provides a living layer
of plants to fertilize the soil. As the garden fertilizer plants grow, minerals are brought to the surface.
More nutrients are added to the plot after you dig the cover crops into the garden. Green manure
crops also deter vegetable plant diseases, pests, and weeds. Green manure cover crops include
clover, rye grass or mustard. 

And finally synthetic fertilizers. Chemical fertilizers are synthetically manufactured. They include
elements such as sodium nitrate, potassium chloride, and superphosphate. Chemical fertilizers come
in liquid, granular, powder, or pellet form. You can fertilize when you water with a watering can,
using a liquid fertilizer. Or you can sprinkle some granular fertilizer around each plant. As I
mentioned before commercial fertilizers are labeled with three numbers that indicate the fertilizer’s
nutrient ratio — for example, 12-12-12, 5-10-5, and 10-5-5: The first number indicates the
percentage of nitrogen (N), The second number shows the percentage of phosphate (the type of
phosphorus, P2O5), the third number represents the percentage of potash (the form of potassium
used, K2O.). A 5-10-5 fertilizer contains 5 percent nitrogen, 10 percent phosphate, and 5 percent
potash, and it’s called a complete fertilizer because it contains some of each type of nutrient. In
contrast, bone meal has an analysis of 4-12-0. It’s a good source of phosphate but doesn’t provide
any potash. Chemical fertilizers are widely available, less expensive than organic fertilizers, and
quick acting, but the disadvantages of using chemical fertilizers can outweigh the advantages if they
are not used according to label directions and in amounts that result in leaching and runoff into the
environment.  Now that you understand the numbers and the kinds of fertilizers that you might want
to use now you choose between organic and chemical fertilizers. Its your choice and both are ways
to improve your garden and insure a bountiful harvest at the end of the season. Have a great week.
M.V. 

January 28-February 1, 2019.  
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