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The average rainfall across Zavala County on Friday was 1.5 inches which should help our wheat, oats and
cool season grasses and Forbes to make a good jump on plant development. If you did not have any reason
to go anywhere on Friday the best thing was to stay home. Of course things changed quickly by Saturday and
Sunday was a cold but sunny day enjoyed by many. Greetings to all of you and thank you for reading this
week. 

New Insecticide Available For Crops
PQZ insecticide from Nichino America, Inc. has been granted a U.S. EPA label expansion for food crop use.
PQZ is a new insecticide for control of piercing and sucking insect pests in many perennial and annual
agronomic crops including those insects resistant to standard chemistries. Pyrifluquinazon, the active
ingredient in PQZ, is effective on nymphs and adults of target insects and is highly effective in preventing
transmission of plant viruses. The rapid cessation of feeding by treated insects, strong residual activity, and
translaminar properties provided by PQZ allows immediate and long-lasting protection against insect pests
and the viruses they transmit. PQZ has demonstrated selectivity to beneficial insects and has a favorable
environmental profile, making it an excellent fit for Integrated Pest Management (IPM) practices. The product
has been classified by IRAC as a Chordotonal Organ TRPV Channel Modulator (Subgroup 9B).

PQZ is a foliar insecticide that exhibits translaminar movement, providing control of insects feeding on both
sides of the leaf surface. It is registered for control of aphids, citrus thrips, leafhoppers, mealybugs, and
whiteflies on brassica head and stem vegetables; citrus fruits; cotton; cucurbit, fruiting, leaf petiole, leafy, and
tuberous and corm vegetables; grapes; pome and stone fruits; and tree nuts. This new active ingredient
broadens the company’s portfolio of novel chemistries for protection of specialty crops. This product will
offer growers an excellent rotational tool for their resistance management spray program. As with all
pesticides it is the responsibility of the user to use the products according to label directions. For more
information about this product go to http://www.nichino.net/insect-control/ .

New Wild Pig App Helps Pinpoint Hog Damage
The Texas A&M Natural Resources Institute (NRI) encourages Texas landowners to report wild pig sightings
and damage using a new first-of-its-kind online tool. Landowners throughout Texas are constantly seeing
wild pigs and their damage. Unfortunately, until now, we didn’t have a good method of collecting the
information on where the pigs were sighted and what type of damage they were doing. Now a new easy-to-
use reporting tool, developed by the institute’s data analytics team, provides a unique portal for Texas
landowners and homeowners to note and quickly report such sightings. It can be found in the “Report Wild
Pigs” section of the institute’s Wild Pigs website at https://wildpigs.nri.tamu.edu/.

The site has a location feature with a GPS map interface, so you can click and show exactly where the wild
pigs or the damage they had caused was sighted, and it gives the longitude and latitude of that location. The
electronic fill-in survey allows the landowner to notate specific information, including the number of pigs
seen, the class of pigs—whether male, female, younger or older—the kind of damage, such as wallowing and
rooting, and what type of damage there is, such as crop or landscape damage or torn fencing.

Data from the submitted reports will be used to support the institute’s outreach efforts and help locate areas
of high activity to guide both land management and educational efforts across the state. He said $52 million
annually in damage is tied to agricultural damage. Wild pigs are one of the greatest invasive species problems
in the United States, having a negative effect on agricultural crops and livestock, water quality, wildlife
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populations and their habitats, and more recently, suburban landscapes. There are an estimated 5 million wild
pigs throughout the U.S. with an estimated 2.6 million in Texas alone. And the wild pig crop damage and
control costs are reported to be greater than $52 million annually in Texas

Tip of The Week: Fresh Cut Tree Care
Last week I shared with you a few tips on selecting your fresh cut Christmas trees and even provided you with
a few places in the region where you can take your family out to select and cut your own tree making it a true
family affair. This week I would like to share some tips on how to care for that fresh cut Christmas tree so
that you may enjoy it with minimum risk. Fresh cut trees are a holiday tradition, loved for their beauty and
fresh, outdoorsy fragrance. However, Christmas trees often take the blame for destructive fires that occur
during the holiday season. The most effective way to prevent Christmas tree fires is to keep the tree well
hydrated. With proper care, a tree should remain fresh for two to three weeks. 

A freshly-cut tree can consume a gallon of water in 24 hours! Fill the tree stand with water and keep it filled.
Never let the water level go below the tree's base. Indoors, keep the tree away from heating ducts or other heat
sources. First cutting the bottom of the tree trunk. Cutting a thin sliver from the bottom of the trunk is key
to keeping a tree fresh. Keep in mind that if the tree is freshly cut, you don’t need to cut the trunk. However,
if the tree has been cut for longer than 12 hours before you put it in water, you must trim ¼ to ½ inch from
the bottom of the trunk. This is because the bottom of the trunk seals itself with sap after a few hours and
can’t absorb water. Cut straight across and not at an angle; an angular cut makes it harder for the tree to take
up water. It is also difficult to get a tree with an angular cut to stand upright. Also, don’t drill a hole in the
trunk. It doesn’t help. Next, a large stand is critical. The National Christmas Tree Association recommends
a stand with a one-gallon capacity. Never trim the bark to accommodate a too-tight stand. The bark helps the
tree take up water.

Another tip on keeping your tree fresh is the myth of using water additives.  Some people swear by
commercial Christmas tree preservatives, which can be mixed into the water in the stand. These concoctions
include  mixing a tablespoon of corn syrup or sugar in the basin water as a food source for the tree, some
people say they use aspirin, bleach, honey, soft drinks and some even claim that adding a shot of vodka will
help keep the tree fresh. Do not use additives in the water. Adding these things to the Christmas tree water
doesn't do anything and is totally unnecessary. Clean water is all that is needed to maintain freshness.

Displaying your Christmas tree in water with proper care is much more effective in reducing fire hazards than
spraying trees with flame retardants. Some flame retardants can damage needles and actually increase the rate
of moisture loss from trees. Monitor your tree for dryness. Run your fingers across the needles to determine
if they are dry and brittle. If the needles break easily or fall off in your hand, the tree is dry and should be
remove from the house. A well-cared-for tree should normally remain fresh at least three to four weeks before
drying to an unacceptable level. Next week-Care of Living Christmas Trees. Have a great week-M.V. 
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