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Good bye October and hello November. What a way to start the first week of November with spring
like weather conditions early in the week. Weather conditions will change drastically by the end of
the week and I recommend that you have a pot of beef or chicken soup and bundle up if you are
going to brave the Friday Night Football game in a breezy and cold Friday night. Greetings to all
of you and thank you so much for reading this week. 

Texas 4-H Scholarship Application Process is Now Open
The Texas 4-H Youth Development Foundation is once again pleased to offer senior high school 4-
H members and current college students the opportunity to apply for an Opportunity Scholarship.
Texas 4-H members can apply for scholarships in three areas, baccalaureate, courageous heart, and
technical. Last year over $1.2 million dollars in scholarships were awarded to Texas 4-H members.
 
Changes for the 2019 Texas 4-H Opportunity Scholarship Process:
All applications must be submitted through 4-H CONNECT and meet all criteria to be considered.

Reminders:
Applicants must work directly with their school administrators to ensure they have quartile ranking
for their application. A quartile ranking is required to be considered for a Texas 4-H Opportunity
Scholarship.

Any incomplete or incorrect application submitted will not be considered.  It is the responsibility
of the 4-H member and parent/guardian to ensure all information is correct and complete prior to
submitting.  Absolutely no follow up or updates will be allowed once submitted.

To Apply: Go to https://Tx.4honline.com then click on Event Title: 2019 Texas 4-H Scholarship
Application

APPLICATION GUIDES, ATTACHMENT PACKETS, & FAFSA INFORMATION
All information can be found on the Texas 4-H Foundation website at:
 https://texas4hfoundation.org/what-we-do/#opportunity-scholarships

Due dates and deadlines for 2019 Scholarship process are as follows:
November 2018 – January 2019                 Applicant complete FAFSA
January 25, 2019                                         Application due to the Zavala County Office
February 01, 2019                                       County Review and 4-H Connect Approval Deadline*
February 15, 2019                                       District Review and 4-H Connect Approval Deadline*
April 12, 2019                                             Interview selection notification
May 3-5, 2019                                             Interviews in College Station
June 11-13, 2019                                         Awards Assembly in College Station

https://Tx.4honline.com
https://texas4hfoundation.org/what-we-do/


For more information contact the Zavala County office of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
Service at 830-374-2883. 

Reminder-Monitor 4-H Projects 
All animals have been validated for the 2019 Zavala County Livestock show and 4-H members and
families are reminded to monitor these animal projects so that these projects meet the required
weights for the show. All 4-H members are giving the opportunity to weigh their animals once a
month to provide everyone a baseline of the animals weight. By January 10, 2019 the animals must
weigh the following weights.

Steers: 1000 lbs. minimum and 1450 lbs. maximum
Lambs: 90 lbs. minimum and 160 lbs. maximum
Goats: 60 lbs. minimum and 120 lbs. maximum
Swine: 200 lbs. minimum and 280 lbs. maximum

Please read your rule book for other rules pertaining to each of the livestock categories. Remember
ALL 4-H members must also be passing all classes in school to comply with the UIL no pass no play
rule. For more information contact the Zavala County office of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
Service at 830-374-2883.

Tip of the Week: Starting Your Own Oak Tree From Acorns 
This past week while attending a meeting in College Station I received an inquiry from an individual
that wants to start and plant his very own oak trees from an abundance of acorns his friend’s oak tree
has produced this year. Being in College Station I headed out to the Texas A&M Forest Service
headquarters and was able to visit with a couple of my counterparts in that agency. Much to my
surprise it is relatively simple to start an oak tree from an acorn, much easier than trying to get last
year’s poinsettia to bloom again this coming Christmas. For thousands of years, the oak has stood
for strength and endurance. It’s even been named America’s National Tree by an act of Congress.
Why not grow a piece of history by sprouting this majestic symbol from a humble acorn? You’ll
experience the satisfaction of starting a tree that could live for centuries. And you’ll find it’s a great
activity for kids, helping them understand age-old cycles of nature firsthand.

Here are the recommended 4 steps to start and your own oak tree from an acorn:
1. First, soak acorns in water for 24 hours, then discard floaters. The acorns that float either have
dried out (more common when acorns are exposed to hot, dry weather after dropping from the tree)
or they have been infiltrated by borers. These acorns probably won’t germinate, so it is best to
discard them.

2. Acorns from the white oak family (leaves typically have rounded leaf lobes) will sprout almost
immediately; those from the red oak family including our Zavala county live oaks (leaves usually
have pointed leaf lobes) need a cold treatment first. Air dry acorns, then place in a sealable jar or
plastic bag with a slightly damp paper towel (squeeze out excess moisture). Place in a refrigerator
crisper for 3 to 4 months. Inspect regularly; discard any moldy acorns. Note: Some people add
slightly damp peat moss to the bag.

3. Remove acorns from cold storage. Plant about 2 inches deep in an old nursery pot filled with 2



parts compost, 1 part topsoil. Or you can use potting mix.

4. Put the container in a sunny spot sheltered from wind and intense heat. Water sparingly until
germination, then water 2 to 3 times a week. Plant in a permanent location after winter (for the
Zavala County Area-Plant it in March), surrounding the seedling with chicken wire to protect
against wildlife and other foraging critters

Remember when you are ready to plant your oaks to consider the mature size of the tree when
planting. A good way to measure size is to look at the tree that produced the acorns you are planting.
I can understand the desire to fill in empty spots or add texture, interest or color to a specific area,
but you won’t be doing yourself any favors by planting a tree too close to the house, another tree or
an entryway. Have a wonderful week. M.V. 
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