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I never thought I would be asking for a few days without rain to get some things done outdoors, such
as mowing the yard before it becomes a jungle or getting into the garden to pick some peppers
without leaving my rubber boots behind in the mud or just simply leaving the umbrella behind of
a change. We needed the rain and we got it. Now please keep in mind that it is critical that you make
the rounds around your property and empty out any standing water to help remove some of the
mosquito breeding grounds. Mosquitos not only thrive in stagnant water but they also love tall
vegetation so crank up the mowers and get that grass and weeds cut so as to remove mosquito
nesting grounds. Greetings to all of you and enjoy these few days of dry weather before we get more
rain starting Friday and into the weekend. 

Lamb and Goat Validation Takes Place Saturday
This is the last reminder about the goat and lamb validation which will take place this Saturday,
September 22 at the Zavala Agricultural Exposition Grounds in Crystal City.  All Zavala County
youth who plan to show in the 2019 Zavala County Junior Livestock Show must have their lamb or
goat projects validated this Saturday. All lamb and goat projects and the exhibitors are required to
bring their animals to the Zavala County stockshow grounds to have their animals tagged and entries
paid to be officially entered in the show. The validation process will begin with tagging of lambs
at 9:00 a.m. and at 10:00 a.m. the tagging of goats will get underway. There will be a $20.00
validation fee per family and a $5.00 tag  fee for each animal validated. There is no limit on the
number of animals that an exhibitor can validate and there is no minimum weight requirements at
validation. However, at show time in January an exhibitor can show up to 3 animals but no more
than 2 animals of the same species and they can only sell one animal in the sale. If you need
additional information regarding this validation process or assistance with your lamb and goat
projects please contact the Zavala County Office of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service at
830-374-2883 for more information.

Pesticide Applicators CEU’s Available At Menard Workshop
The 2018 Menard County Range Workshop sponsored by the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
Service and the Menard County Soil and Water Conservation District is set for October 3 at the
Murchison/Whitehead Memorial Youth Complex, 190 W. U.S. Highway 190 in Menard.
Registration begins at 7:30 a.m. with the program starting at 8:00 a.m. Cost is $25 per person or $35
per couple. Lunch is included and sponsored by Capital Farm Credit. Five Texas Department of
Agriculture continuing education units will be offered: two integrated pest management, two general
and one laws and regulations. Some of the topics and speakers are listed below. 

·Individual Plant Treatment and Sprayer Calibration – Dr. Bob Lyons, AgriLife Extension
 range specialist, Uvalde
·Leasing Laws – Tiffany Dowell Lashmet, AgriLife Extension Agricultural Law Specialist,
 Amarillo
·Predator Control Using Livestock Guardian Dogs – Bob Buchholz, rancher
·Chemical Management of Live Oak Wilt – Dr. David Appel, Texas A&M AgriLife 



Research plant pathologist, College Station
·Wild Pig Management – Dr. John Tomecek, AgriLife Extension Wildlife Specialist, Thrall
·Identifying and Treating Mexican Needle Grass – Dr. Barron Rector, AgriLife Extension
 Range Specialist, College Station

To register, call 325-396-4708 or 325-396-4787 by October 2. The Zavala County pesticide
applicators CEU meeting is scheduled for December in La Pryor. 

Tip of the Week: Controlling Insect Pest Following Heavy Rain
While most of Zavala County and surrounding areas may be drying out this week from the heavy
rainfall and flooding , homeowners may have a new problem on their hands – pests in their home
that are looking for dry land. When the ground gets saturated from heavy rainfall, like we saw this
past week, pests are looking to stay dry and the best place to go is often inside your home. Yes bugs
are smarter than we give them credit. When heavy rains causes havoc with their outdoor home they
know you have a controlled environment inside. It's dry, it's an even temperature and there's food. 

Following periods of heavy rainfall or flooding, pests such as ants, earwigs, millipedes and roaches
will look for cracks and damage to homes as a way to get inside. These “occasional invaders” enter
the home when weather conditions have become hostile to their survival. Mosquitos can and most
likely also become a big problem right after heavy rains and flooding if you have probably noticed
already. Starting a Mosquito Control program and a Preventative Pest Control program during these
times of heavy rain is important.

The best way to keep them out is to seal any possible entry points prior to a storm, then fix any
damage to your home as soon as possible once the weather has cleared up Mechanical failures can
be addressed with caulk or sealant in most cases. Homeowners should also keep shrubbery, brush
and tree limbs away from the house, as this can serve as a bridge for insects to crawl onto the home.
A good rule of thumb is to keep landscaping and mulch one or two feet away from the home and
remove any firewood or debris stored next to home that could become a harborage area. Doing so
will limit the entry points for pests. The reason roaches are a problem is because wet weather is
forcing them to find dry ground. Apply the residual insecticide to the exterior of your home.
Residual insecticides will tell you on the can such as “last up to 10 days” or Last up to 2 weeks etc.
 These long lasting residual over the counter bug sprays can keep insects out of your home until their
habitat returns to what it was before the rains. 

I also receive calls about lawns turning brown instead of greener following heavy rainfall. So if your
yard is turning yellow this is what is happening to your lawn. These are signs of brown patch
disease.  Apply a fungicide as soon as possible and you can get these products from your local
garden center. Imagine a head of lettuce that's been in a crisper too long. It's going to be kind of
rotten, well that's what brown patch is,  it's a disease that rots your grass. Remember to follow all
label directions for the product to be most effective. 

As for fire ants, the rain is making them build mounds to keep the hive dry. When there's a lot of
rain, the ground gets really saturated. It gets really wet and uncomfortable and a little bit dangerous
for the ants so they kind of have to move everything up, so that's when you see a lot of those mounds
pop up above ground so that they can get everything out above the water. 
As for mosquitoes, you already know how to deal with them: Dump any standing water as soon as



it stops raining. A little prevention and treatment following a heavy rainfall event will prevent most
of your insect problems for days to come. Have a nice week. M.V. 
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