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Like I mentioned last week,  what a start to September with an abundance of rainfall across the
county and most of Southwest Texas. The Nueces river and other streams and creeks in our area are
also helping remove the surplus water that has fallen and in some cases even causing some roads and
byways to be closed. Get ready to bring out the lawnmowers and mosquito repellants once this
rainfall event moves out of our area but we were in much need of this wonderful rainfall event, I am
not complaining. Now we wait and see what the 3 hurricanes that are currently in the Atlantic will
do over the course of the next few days. Greetings to all of you and thank you for reading this week.

AgriLife Extension Focuses On National Preparedness Month
I have mentioned before that the peak hurricane season according to the national hurricane center
is the first couple of weeks in September and this is being proven thus far this year with a very active
Atlantic  with 3 hurricanes currently on the move. Even locally some folks have had to deal with
road closures and other weather related events. September is National Preparedness Month, and the
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service is reminding Texans it has a variety of disaster and
emergency preparedness and recovery information available. 

Texas Extension Disaster Education Network, or Texas EDEN, website and the Texas A&M
AgriLife Extension Bookstore website have a wide array of disaster and emergency preparedness
information - most of it free or at minimal cost. The Texas EDEN website is
https://texashelp.tamu.edu and the bookstore website is https://tinyurl.com/AgriLifeBookstore.
These sites contain useful information provided by the agency and other Texas A&M University
System experts, as well as experts from state and federal agencies and throughout the national
land-grant university extension system. In most cases, the information is also available in ebook
format for mobile devices. For more information on EDEN and other Extension emergency
preparedness information contact the Zavala County office of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
Service at 830-374-2883. 

Deadline To Get Lamb and Goat Projects is Next Week
This reminder might seem redundant but I am still receiving call about people wanting to know
when the deadline to get goat and lamb projects for the Zavala county livestock show. Again, next
week September 22nd is the deadline for all Zavala County youth who plan to show in the 2019
Zavala County Junior Livestock Show to get a lamb or goat project. Also on this date these animals
will have to be officially entered into the show through the Zavala County lamb and goat validation
process. All lamb and goat projects and the exhibitors are required to bring their animals to the
Zavala County stockshow grounds on Saturday September 22 and have their animals tagged and
entries paid to be officially entered in the show. The validation process will begin with tagging of
lambs at 9:00 a.m. and at 10:00 a.m. the tagging of goats will get underway. There will be a $20.00
validation fee per family and a $5.00 tag for each animal validated. There is no limit on the number
of animals that an exhibitor can validate and there is no minimum weight requirements at validation.
However, at show time in January an exhibitor can show up to 3 animals but no more than 2 animals



of the same species and they can only sell one animal in the sale. If you need assistance in locating
a lamb or goat project before this validation date please contact the Zavala County Office of the
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service at 830-374-2883 for more information.

Tip of the Week: Controlling Crapemyrtle Bark Scale At Home
Many times we consider tough landscape plants like crapemyrtles, mountain laurel's, bogambinias 
and other to be immune to many diseases and pest which they are but from time to time they do
become susceptible to certain diseases. From time to time I have received call from homeowners
who have crapemyrtle's  that all of a sudden begin showing low bloom production and week trees.
In most cases after taking a look at the trees it is evident that they have fallen victim to crapemyrtle
bark scale. This disease is caused by a small, white, sap-feeding insect that lives on the bark of
crapemyrtle trees. This disease turns the beautiful honey-colored trunks of crapemyrtle into black
sticks with few blooms and an overall weak tree. Maybe the worst feature of the disease is that it
produces a sugary excrement that makes the leaves sticky, a sure sign that the sap feeding insects
are present. 

Thanks to my colleague Dr. Mike Merchant, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service urban
entomologist at the Dallas AgriLife Extension Center has developed a new video that gives viewers
step-by-step instructions on treating trees for crapemyrtle bark scale, or CMBS. His video on
controlling CMBS is available at https://tinyurl.com/merchantbarkscale. It provides examples of
infested trees as well as instructions on selecting, mixing and applying the proper treatments. The
good news is we now have some strong insecticidal control methods for CMBS and we are seeing
more natural control with the help of beneficial insects, such as several kinds of lady beetles that are
helping to keep scale numbers down in many locations. I join Dr. Merchant to encourage South
Texas gardeners encountering CMBS for the first time to take a picture and submit it at
https://www.eddmaps.org/ - a web-based mapping system for documenting invasive species
distribution.  If you have a crapemyrtle tree and have not yet encountered CMBS, consider yourself
lucky. For the rest of us, this insect is a pestilence. Unfortunately, it's just a matter of time before
CMBS spreads throughout the southeastern U.S. Information on controlling a range of insect pests,
including CMBS, is available at Merchant's website https://citybugs.tamu.edu and by contacting him
at m-merchant@tamu.edu. or contact the Zavala County office of the Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension Service at 830-374-2883 for more information. Have a great week. M.V.
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