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Greetings to all of you and thank you so much for reading this week. We started the week with a few
sprinkles around the area but by the time you are reading this week’s column all of us should be hot
and dry again. According to the National Hurricane Center late August and early September is the
peak for hurricane development or tropical depressions in the Atlantic and the gulf of Mexico.
Unfortunately for some folks our area depends on these weather events to bring us some rain but as
of this week there are no signs of any tropical activity that might bring us some rainfall. See what
September will bring when we usher in this new month in a few days.

Zavala County Lamb and Goat Validation Tags Thursday
Thursday, August 23, 2018 is the last day to submit your order for major show tags. So far we have
request for 10 tags on our current order form. If you are planning on showing at ANY of the major
shows in Texas (Odessa, Ft. Worth, San Antonio, San Angelo, Houston or Austin) you are required
to purchase a validation tag for lambs, goats, breeding doe's, and breeding ewes.  Currently tag
orders are currently being taken at the Zavala County office of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
Service at 221 North First Avenue, Crystal City Texas. The cost per tag is $15.00 per tag. Again the
last day to order tags for validation is 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, August 23, 2018. All major livestock
shows require all market lambs & goats to be validated in the Texas 4-H/FFA Lamb & Goat
Validation program and identified appropriately with an official Electronic ID ear tag, nose print,
hair sample & tattoo. If you are showing your lamb or goat project in Zavala County in the Zavala
County Junior Fair in January and you will not show these projects in any major show you DO NOT
need to order a state validation tag. For more information about this validation process or the tag
ordering process contact the Zavala County office of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service
at 830-374-2883.

Texas 4-H Center Road Show Comes To Zavala County
The Texas 4-H Center is Brownwood will make their way to Zavala County on September 1, 2018.
This exciting event is free to ALL 4-H families and anyone that wants to learn more about 4-H. The
road show includes games, team building activities, and leadership. This event will begin at 1:00
p.m. on Saturday, September 01, 2018 at Bermea Park in La Pryor. Please make plans to attend with
you 4-H friends and be sure to invite a future 4-H member to this fun filled afternoon to kick off the
new 4-H year. More details to come regarding this event but mark your calendars. 

This program and all programs sponsored by the Texas A&M AgriLife will provide equal
opportunities in programs and activities, education, and employment to all persons regardless of sex,
religion, national origin, age, disability, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation or
gender identity and will strive to achieve full and equal employment opportunity throughout Texas
A&M AgriLife Extension Service.

Tip of the Week: Keep Bugs Away With Plants
From time to time I have folks stop by or call inquiring about organic methods to repel insects from
the garden. There are some biological controls available to control insects a lot of people do not
realize that some plants can help keep nasty bugs away. Of course some of these may or may not
do well in the Zavala county area but it would hurt to give them a try. Plants with pungent scents
are among the most successful insect deterrents. Do your own study and test some of these near any



vegetables you have reoccurring problems with and see if it makes a difference. Even if they aren’t
as effective as you might hope, you will still have lots of herbs for seasoning.

That doesn’t mean companion planting does not work. It just means that you will need to test things
out for yourself. One of the companion planting tenants that has shown some success is inter-
planting different vegetables to thwart insect pests. Like humans, insects have their preferred foods.
Very often they find these foods by scent. You can make it harder for them to locate the buffet by
mixing in plants that will confuse their sense of smell, such as planting onions between cabbages.
 This also means that you won’t be able to plant in tidy rows and neat blocks of a single vegetable,
but it doesn’t take a lot to have an effect. Here are some of the herbs and other plants that may help
you repel insects from your garden in a natural way without chemicals. 

Basil repels: Asparagus beetle, tomato hornworm It’s the scent that deters the insects, so gently
crushing the leaves as you walk by improves its effectiveness. Calendula repels the asparagus beetle.
It also attracts beneficial insects, so use throughout your garden. Catmint keeps aphids, asparagus
beetle, potato beetles and squash bugs from your garden but be careful. The one drawback with
catnip is that some varieties can be aggressive spreaders so be sure to keep this plant under control.
You do not want to let catmint take over your garden. Dill repels cabbage moths and is also a good
plant for attracting beneficial insects and is a host plant for black swallowtail butterflies. Mint is
good for keeping aphids, cabbage moths and ants out of your garden but like catmint you need to
use it with caution. In fact if you have a mint plants somewhere in your landscape you can just lay
sprigs of mint among the plants you want to protect, so that the mint plant does not spread and take
over the garden, but it needs to be replaced often. Oregano repels cabbage moths. Oregano can be
difficult to interplant, because it is a spreading perennial. You can use oregano as a border in your
garden which helps you keep this plant in check. Onions help repel aphids, carrot rust flies, flea
beetles. The combination of carrots and onions has done well in testing. To foil flea beetles on
eggplants, you can try tossing onion peelings around them, although the actual onion plants work
better. Finally Rosemary repels cabbage moths, carrot rust flies, Mexican bean beetles. Although
rosemary is not hardy in all zones it is hardy for the Zavala county area. If by chance we get one of
those rare freezing winters you can bring them indoors for the winter, as houseplants, or simply
cover them on a cold night. Other plants that help repel similar insects are sage, Thyme, hyssops,
horseradishes, lavender, citronella grass(repels mosquitos) and garlic. 

Although all these plants have natural abilities to repel mosquitoes and other unwanted pests, you
will find that they are not always effective. Especially when it comes to outside factors, such as a
light breeze that will swing off the smell in an opposite direction. Nevertheless, you can incorporate
different combinations of the given herbs and plants, and be one step ahead in the never ending
battle with pesky insects. Have a great week. M.V. 
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