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The weather pattern has not changed much over the last 15 days or so until Saturday afternoon when 
scattered showers moved into some parts of Zavala county. If you were one of the very lucky ones to get 
some rain-congratulations!!! If not some parts of Zavala county including the heavy clay around my home 
is beginning to crack so it is time to prevent foundation damage by watering your home. Yes, you read it 
right, water your home. Please see the tip of the week regarding home foundation care during a drought. 
Greetings to all of you and thank you so much for reading. 
 
First Case of Anthrax Reported in South Texas Last Week Texas Animal Health Commission (TAHC) officials 
confirmed the first case of anthrax this year in a calf on a Jim Hogg County premises last week. The 
premises are located approximately 30 miles south of Hebbronville and has been quarantined. TAHC rules 
require proper disposal of affected carcasses and vaccination of other cattle on the premise prior to 
release of the quarantine. 
 
Anthrax is a bacterial disease caused by Bacillus anthracis, which is a naturally occurring organism with 
worldwide distribution, including certain parts of Texas. Anthrax cases in Texas are common and are 
usually found in the triangular area bound by the towns of Uvalde, Ozona and Eagle Pass. This area 
includes portions of Crockett, Val Verde, Sutton, Edwards, Kinney and Maverick counties. A vaccine is 
available for use in susceptible livestock in high risk areas. 
 
The TAHC will continue to closely monitor the situation in this case. I encourage producers to remain 
vigilant and consult with their local veterinary practitioner if they suspect their animals are exposed to 
anthrax or are interested in vaccinating their livestock. Anthrax causes acute fever followed by rapid death 
with bleeding from body openings such as the nose, mouth and ears are common signs of anthrax in 
livestock. Carcasses may also appear bloated and decompose quickly. Livestock or animals displaying 
symptoms consistent with anthrax should be reported to a private veterinary practitioner or a TAHC 
official.  If affected livestock or carcasses must be handled, producers are encouraged to follow basic 
sanitation precautions such as wearing protective gloves, long sleeve shirts and washing thoroughly 
afterward to prevent accidental spread of the bacteria to people.  For more information about Anthrax, 
visit http://www.tahc.texas.gov/news/brochures/TAHCBrochure_Anthrax.pdf, or contact the Zavala 
County office of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service or the TAHC region office, or visit 
http://www.tahc.texas.gov. 
 
Two Weeks Left For You to Get 4-H Steer Projects All 4-H families that are contemplating raising a steer 
project for the 2019 Zavala County Junior Fair have about two weeks to get these projects. All steer 
exhibitors must have their steer projects in their possession by Saturday June 23, 2018 and have these 
animals validated on this date. The steer validation process will take place at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday June 
23rd at the Chaparrosa ranch in La Pryor for ALL steers that will show at the local show or at any other 
stockshow in Texas during the 2019 show season. For more information regarding the steer deadline, 
locating a steer project or the steer validation process contact the Zavala County office of the Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Service at 830-374-2883. 
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Tip of the week: Tips to Prevent Damage To Home Foundation During a Drought Last week I shared some 
tips on how to properly water you lawn during a drought. Our trees, plants and lawns are not the only 
things that suffer during a drought, but our home does as well.  Repairing and leveling a concrete slab 
foundation is an expensive and time-consuming task. During periods of extreme drought there is little to 
nothing the homeowner can do to maintain a constant moisture content of the soil around and under the 
home. Here are some tips that may help you prevent damage to your home that might require 
professional repair and leveling. 
 
The soils present throughout Zavala have a tremendous capacity to absorb (and lose) water. This means 
that the soil will swell when it is very wet, and it will shrink when it is very dry. This creates significant 
stresses on the concrete slab which is resting on top of the soil. Just like your yard, if you’re noticing cracks 
anywhere in or outside your home, it could be a sign that the drought has started wreaking havoc on your 
home (foundation). There are certain areas of the home where the cracks will usually appear when the 
foundation moves or shifts, including: Corners of the windows and doors. Cracks on drywall or plaster 
surfaces that are caulked. Cracks along concrete blocks – they will typically look like a staircase. Cracks on 
the ground level floor, siding or brick exterior. Gaps surrounding the baseboards, cabinets or outdoor trim. 
And cracks where your exterior walls and foundation meet. 
 
So how do you set up a foundation watering system? There are several ways to go. The most common is 
a foundation watering soaker hose system. Keeping the soil around your home foundation at a constant 
moisture level with seepage water hoses will help reduce the chances of needing house leveling in the 
future. First measure the area around your house where you can lay a soaker hose. Purchase enough hose 
to run the length measured for your home. You can purchase soaker hoses at any hardware / home repair 
store such as Home Depot or Lowes or Walmart. 
 
Next you can create a shallow trench around your house that is 3 inches deep and 6 inches from the 
foundation. If you do not want to dig the 3-inch-deep trench you can simply lay the soaker hose around 
your home but remember to keep the soaker hose 6 inches from the foundation. If the soaker hose is too 
close to the home, when the dry soil cracks, the water can follow the cracks under your home and create 
additional problems. If you go the trench method, simply loosely cover the soaker hose using the soil 
loosened from creating the trench. 
 
Water more during hot, dry weather and less during cold, damp weather. The goal is to maintain a 
constant moisture level in the soil so that soil below the surface is damp – not soggy and not dry. With 
the current drought, you should water at least 2 hours a day. It is best to water at night to reduce water 
loss to evaporation even with a soaker hose. Review the trees around the building. A single large tree can 
remove as much as 150 gallons of water, or almost 20 cubic feet of water, from the soil each day. Shrubs 
and other plants can also remove large quantities of water. Therefore, when watering foundations to 
prevent damage take into consideration the trees, shrubs and plants around the home and increase the 
2 hour watering time by a couple of hours if you have many large trees and other plants. Roots under your 
foundations can cause foundation damage by drying out the soil under your foundation and causing your 
foundation to settle. 
 
If you have reason to believe that a drought has already started causing damage to your foundation, it’s 
time to call up an expert to come inspect and go over whatever they may find. If you are planning to make 
certain upgrades or remodel a room, etc. hold off if you suspect foundation damage. Otherwise you’re 
wasting your money on new windows or doors, if there is in fact damage to your structure a professional 
foundation leveling company can provide you an estimate on cost. Be sure to do your homework and 



contact a reputable company that is rated highly by the better business bureau and recommended by 
homeowners that have used them. Have a great week. M. V. 
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