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Record setting temperatures were the norm this past week and forecast indicate another very similar
week ahead. Hopes for a stray shower increase my the time you read this column, however these
chances are very very low. All of us have experienced this kind of weather before so we know how
to handle it but for some reason it seems to be a little tougher to handle now, perhaps age has
something to do with it. Greetings to all of you and thank you so much for reading this week 

Zavala County 4-H Membership Sign Up Starts Next Month
All 4-H families need to remember that the 4-H membership status of all 4-H members that were
previously enrolled in 4-H will be turn to INACTIVE by the system on August 15, 2018. This mean
that all previously enrolled 4-H members will need to re-enroll in 4-H through the Texas 4-H
Connect system beginning September 1, 2018. A youth applies for 4-H membership when he/she
completes and submits an individual on-line registration via 4-H CONNECT and pays the $20 dollar
participation fee. Membership is not active until an applicant’s registration is entered into 4-H
CONNECT and approved by the County Office. A youth participates in 4-H by belonging to a
chartered 4-H club or county program or any recognized unit of membership in the county where
he/she resides. Minimum age to be in 4-H is 8 years of age as of August 31, 2018 and in addition
to being in the 3rd grade in school. 4-H has been recognized by the Texas Education Agency as a
legitimate school-related extracurricular organization. 4-H members may apply for excused absences
in order to participate in 4-H activities. For more information about 4-H enrollment please contact
the Zavala County office of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service at 830-374-2883.
Additional information is may also be found on the Texas 4-H website at https://texas4-
h.tamu.edu/.

Wheat Variety Trial Results Available
Deciding what wheat variety to plant next year may be a topic of discussion among many that plant
wheat in Zavala County. To help you a little bit in your decision making the 2018 wheat variety trial
results are now posted online at http://varietytesting.tamu.edu/wheat for South Texas and include
hard red winter wheat, soft red winter wheat, and hard red spring wheat trials for our region. To
expedite access to the data, we have simply posted the yield tables. Eventually, all tables will be
combined into a single, more comprehensive  publication as in years past once the High Plains data
is finalized. For more information about wheat varieties contact the Zavala County office of the
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service at 830-374-2883.

Tip of the Week: Who Will Take Over Agriculture in The Future??
According to the United States Census of Agriculture a thirty-year trend shows that farmers average
age continues to increase.  For principal operators, average age increased 2 percent between 2007
and 2012. Although second and third operators are younger, their average ages increased 4 and 3
percent respectively. Among principal operators, 6 percent are under 35 years old, 61 percent are
35 to 64 years, and 33 percent are 65 and older. The older age groups all increased in number. So
with this trend in mind what generation is next in line to begin taking over some farming and
ranching responsibilities in America??
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Millennials make a lot of headlines, but a bigger and younger generation is waiting in the wings:
Generation Z. According to Nielsen's total audience report,   Generation Z makes up the largest
population base at 26% in the U.S., 4% higher than Millennials. Gen Z is typically defined as being
born between 1997 and 2015.

During a recent Agricultural Business Council of Kansas City meeting a presentation was given on
the emergence of Gen Z and their perceptions of agriculture.  The data was gathered by advertising
agency Osborn Barr with the help of FFA who helped locate farm families with members of Gen
Z. It was important to do the study because Gen Z will be the future decision makers on the farm,
says Dustin Johansen, vice president for Osborn Barr.
For the purposes of the study Gen Z are members of farm families currently 18-22 years in age.

Current farm operators defined as “BOOMXY” come from the Boomer, Gen X and Millennial
generations and the respondents in the survey ranged in age from 28-74 years. A total of 500
families responded to the survey and approximately 2/3 had Gen Z family members who were
actively involved on the farm. We all know that transition of farms is a big item right now. The
average age of the farm producers and owners is upwards of 55-60 years old, so who is going to take
over those farming operations and carry on that farming legacy. Unfortunately we see this happen
in Zavala and many other counties across Texas and we need to do a better job of encouraging
young people to explore the many opportunities agriculture can provide them. 

When it comes to handing down the farm, 53.8% of Gen Z said they would definitely or probably
want to inherit the family operation. BOOMXY subset 72.9% reported that the next generation
would definitely or probably want to farm or ranch on the family business. When it comes to
supporting brands Gen Z is more loyal than other generations when reporting “very loyal” as an
option. Brand name and historical family use were much more important to Gen Z than the
BOOMXY subset. Participation in trade associations was also overwhelmingly supported by Gen
Z with 81% saying it was “extremely to very important.”

Gen Z had a more positive outlook when it came to interacting with government organizations than
their BOOMXY counterparts. For instance, Gen Z had more than double the favor-ability for the
Food and Drug Administration compared to BOOMXY. However, those Gen Z family members
actively involved on a farm or ranch had a less favorable perception of government organizations. 
When it comes to technology use Gen Z used more forms of social media, while utilizing a cell
phone or a laptop as their preferred method of accessing the Internet. For information or news about
agriculture Gen Z overwhelming prefers personal interactions either with other farmers face to face
or interacting on social media. So when it is all said and done Gen Z will one day be the managers,
producers and stewards of the land and the ones to take over agriculture in the future. It is our duty
to encourage the Gen Z and even millennials to explore the world of agriculture so that we have
another generation take over agriculture and supply the needs of food and fiber for our world. Have
a wonderful week. M.V.
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