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Greetings to all of you and thank you for reading this week. Well according to weather experts this
week is supposed to be one of the hottest weeks so far this summer with possibilities of perhaps
setting new records for high temperatures in July. What a difference from a 4th of July week which
was full of isolated rain showers and decent bearable temperatures. Let’s hope our weather
professionals are off the mark this time and temperatures will not get as high and hot as they predict. 

Reminder Of The  Annual AgriLife Extension Beef Cattle Short Course Next Month
The 64th annual Texas A&M Beef Cattle Short Course  will be held on August 6-8 at Texas A&M
University in College Station and will highlight a cattle market outlook as well as issues affecting
beef producers. The short course is the largest beef cattle educational event in the country and
attracts more than 1,600 beef cattle producers from Texas and abroad, according to organizers. The
short course is hosted by the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service and the department of animal
science at Texas A&M.

Several factors are impacting cattle producers in Zavala County and across Texas including dry
conditions over many counties in Texas. There will have a weather outlook, plus a comprehensive
cattle market outlook that producers can use to determine their marketing plans for the next year.
 An added component to the front of this year’s short course is the Ranch Horse workshop on Aug.
5 for beef short course registrants. Cost is $50 at the door for those not registered for the beef short
course. The day-long program will feature AgriLife Extension experts and topics that include equine
nutrition, hay and pasture management, and routine health maintenance. There will also be a
presentation on the history of the King Ranch. For more information, call 979-862-5980.

The short course also features 22 sessions covering basic practices, new technologies and other
important industry topics. These sessions provide participants with an opportunity to choose
workshops based on their level of production experience and the needs of their ranch. Concurrent
workshops will feature information on forage and beef cattle management, health, nutrition and
reproduction, record keeping, genetics, purebred cattle and much more. In addition to classroom
instruction, participants can attend one of the program’s popular demonstrations on the morning of
Aug. 8th. There will be demonstrations on live cattle handling, chute-side calf working, brush
management, fence building, tractor safety and beef carcass value determination. 

The goal of the short course each year is to provide the most cutting-edge information needed by
beef cattle producers. There will be information everyone can take home and apply to their
operations. Participants can earn at least nine Texas Department of Agriculture pesticide continuing
education units if they are already licensed.  An industry trade show, featuring more than 130
agricultural businesses and service exhibits, will also be held during the event. And the famous
Texas Aggie Prime Rib Dinner is always a highlight of the short course. Registration is $210 and
covers all meals, including the prime rib dinner, breaks and printed materials. To register, go to



https://beefcattleshortcourse.com/ or contact the Zavala County office of the Texas A&M
AgriLIfe Extension Service for assistance with registration and logistics on this event.

Zavala County Livestock Show Validation Dates
With the steer validation process now complete and as we have now whizzed through half of the
month July we would like to provide you with the official validation dates for the Zavala county
junior livestock show animal projects. This information is essential to everyone as you begin buying
show animals which will be of the correct age for our show and you can plan accordingly. All lambs
and breeding ewes will be validated at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, September 22, 2018 at the ZAE show
grounds in Crystal City. All meat goat projects and breeding doe projects will be validated at 10:00
a.m. on Saturday, September 22, 2018 also at the ZAE show grounds in Crystal City. Market hogs
and breeding gilts will be validated on Saturday, October 20, 2018  starting at 8:30 a.m. Hogs will
remain at the exhibitors pens and will NOT be transported to a central location. The validation
committee will come by to tag and officially validate these animals at the exhibitors pens/premises.
For more information regarding the validation process or if you need assistance in locating a show
animal contact the Zavala County office of the Texas A&M AgriLIfe Extension Service at 830-374-
2883. 

Tip of the Week: Tips on Selecting 4-H Animal Projects
As the time approaches for the deadline to get your animal projects(see validate dates in this
column) it is important for you get some tips(especially if this is your first time) on how to select
a good animal project to show. After deciding on an animal project(goat, lamb or pig) youth and
families need to do their homework prior to selecting the animal. First know the rules. It is the
responsibility of the exhibitor to read the general and special rules for the show. The show rule
books, extension newsletters, and news releases will allow exhibitors to identify the fair dates,
weight limits, ownership dates, entry deadline, and any special rules for the kind of project you have
decided to raise. At this time it also important that the youth and parents set down and identify
resources available and goals for this project. Be sure to identify financial matters, such as; funding
sources available for the animal, feed, equipment, and facility purchase or upkeep.

After all important pre-selection information is collected, youth are now ready to start contacting
breeders to select an animal project. It is important to keep scheduled appointments with breeders,
as they are busy and may have other commitments. The selection process is important because it can
greatly impact the final results of the projects (quality and health). However, it is also important to
remember that good selection, good management, correct feeding, and proper fitting and showing
techniques all contribute to a successful end project.

First Consider Structural Correctness
Structure refers to how the animals skeleton, or bones, are put together. Emphasis should be placed
on the feet and legs, top line, rump and shoulders. The animal should stand and travel wide on both
front and rear legs. The legs should be straight with strong pasterns. The top line, back and loin
region, should be relatively level from the top of the shoulders to the hook bones (hip). The rump
should be long and square with a slight slope from the hooks to pins area. The shoulders should be
smooth, blending into the neck and the fore rib.
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Next Consider Muscle: Muscle is very important in all animal projects, because it impacts the
quantity of meat harvested from the animal. General muscling in the animal is identified by handling
and viewing the muscle quantity and definition in the loin and hind legs. The loin should be broad
and thick. The goat should have a deep expressive rump and leg muscle. Wider standing and walking
animals are generally heavier muscled.  The animal should also be wide through the chest floor with
a defined, large forearm.

Also Look For Balance: Balance is described as “eye appeal” or the animals overall appearance.
This is a subjective measure that is different for each judge. Generally it is interpreted by how well
the body parts (neck, shoulder, rig cage, loin, rump, and leg) blend together. The parts of the body
should flow smoothly into each other. A balanced animal holds it head erect. Typically, a well-
balanced animal is one that catches your eye when you first enter the pen. Be sure to ask the breeder
for information about the birth date, castration date, dehorning date, vaccination schedule and types,
deworming schedule, feed type and amount, and confirmation of the name and telephone number
of the breeder. Write this information down in your records and store it in a place you can refer to.

And Finally Consider the Final Weight: The finish weight of market animals seems to vary
greatly within species. This is for multiple reasons: 1) not all animals can be fed to the same finished
weight because differences in frame size, 2) the breeds of animals and their crosses impact the
amount of muscle and the finished weight of the goat, and 3) animals are marketed in the
commercial market at a variety of different finish weights depending upon consumers’ demands.
And finally animals need to be of the right age to make the weight. Very young animals will have
a hard time making the weight. For the Zavala County show goats and lambs should be born in late
March through late April. Pigs should be born no later than July 4th, to make the weight. Good luck
as you look for your show animals and of course if you need help in locating a show animal project
or need additional information about show animals contact the Zavala County office of the Texas
A&M AgriLIfe Extension Service at 830-374-2883. Have a super week. M.V. 
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