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Rumbling thunderstorms in the El Paso area mad their way as close as Junction and Kerrville over
the weekend however they did not make it to our had and now dry area and unfortunately chances
of rain for us are very low for the next few days. Remember to conserve water and water wisely to
maintain your lawn and landscape during these periods of hot and dry conditions, this includes your
home. Greetings to all of you and thank you so much for reading this week. 

Make Plans to Attend the  Annual AgriLife Extension Beef Cattle Short Course
The 64th annual Texas A&M Beef Cattle Short Course  will be held on August 6-8 at Texas
A&M University in College Station and will highlight a cattle market outlook as well as issues
affecting beef producers. The short course is the largest beef cattle educational event in the
country and attracts more than 1,600 beef cattle producers from Texas and abroad, according to
organizers. The short course is hosted by the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service and the
department of animal science at Texas A&M.

Several factors are impacting cattle producers in Zavala County and across Texas including dry
conditions over many counties in Texas. There will have a weather outlook, plus a comprehensive
cattle market outlook that producers can use to determine their marketing plans for the next year.
 An added component to the front of this year’s short course is the Ranch Horse workshop on Aug.
5 for beef short course registrants. Cost is $50 at the door for those not registered for the beef short
course. The day-long program will feature AgriLife Extension experts and topics that include equine
nutrition, hay and pasture management, and routine health maintenance. There will also be a
presentation on the history of the King Ranch. For more information, call 979-862-5980.

The short course also features 22 sessions covering basic practices, new technologies and other
important industry topics. These sessions provide participants with an opportunity to choose
workshops based on their level of production experience and the needs of their ranch. Concurrent
workshops will feature information on forage and beef cattle management, health, nutrition and
reproduction, record keeping, genetics, purebred cattle and much more. In addition to classroom
instruction, participants can attend one of the program’s popular demonstrations on the morning of
Aug. 8th. There will be demonstrations on live cattle handling, chute-side calf working, brush
management, fence building, tractor safety and beef carcass value determination. 

The goal of the short course each year is to provide the most cutting-edge information needed by
beef cattle producers. There will be information everyone can take home and apply to their
operations. Participants can earn at least nine Texas Department of Agriculture pesticide continuing
education units if they are already licensed.  An industry trade show, featuring more than 130
agricultural businesses and service exhibits, will also be held during the event. And the famous
Texas Aggie Prime Rib Dinner is always a highlight of the short course. Registration is $210 and
covers all meals, including the prime rib dinner, breaks and printed materials. To register, go to



https://beefcattleshortcourse.com/ or contact the Zavala County office of the Texas A&M
AgriLIfe Extension Service for assistance with registration and logistics on this event. 

Remember The Goat and Sheep Predator Management Board Elections Coming Soon
The Zavala County office of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service will assist the Sheep and
Goat predator management board with its required elections this summer to replace on director from
each of the 3 districts in the state. Goat producer in Zavala county is interested in participating in
this election as a candidate you must submit your nomination to the Sheep and Goat predator
management board by July 9, 2018. You may obtain a nomination form from the Zavala County
Office located at 221 north first avenue, Crystal City, Texas. For purposes of this statewide election
Zavala County is in district 2 along with 13 other counties from Bandera to Schleicher and Tom
Green counties of the Sheep and Goat Predator Management Board For more information about
 contact the Zavala County office of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service at 830-374-2883.

Tip of the Week: Private Water Well Test for PFAS
As most of you know the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Offices in Zavala, Dimmit, Frio, Atascosa
and McMullen conduct a private water well screening program twice a year. We just completed our
spring private water well screening in April and will be conducting the next one in November. In
the meantime the National Groundwater Association has asked for us to inform private water well
owners about PFAS. PFAS, or per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances, is a category of man-made
chemicals that be been widely used to make products stain-resistant, waterproof, and/or nonstick.
While research on the possible health effects of exposure to PFAS throughout groundwater is
ongoing, studies have determined the compounds are linked to hepatic toxicity, reproductive and
developmental toxicity, suppression of the immune system, and some types of cancer.
 
The good news? These contaminants are top of mind and under review at federal, state, and local
levels. The not-so-good news? If you’re a private well owner testing for PFAS can be challenging.
According to MLive.com, there are just 18 labs across the country that are U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency-approved to test for PFAS. And while prices vary, it seems you can expect to pay
anywhere from $500-$800 per water test. 
  
The EPA suggests those customers served by a public water system should contact their local water
supplier and ask for information on PFAS in their drinking water, and should also request a copy
of their Consumer Confidence Report. This report lists the levels of contaminants that have been
detected in the water, including those by EPA, and whether the system meets state and EPA drinking
water standards.  If you are concerned about the possibility of PFAS in your drinking water and are
served by a private well, both NGWA and EPA recommend testing your drinking water as well as
reaching out to your local health department for information.
 
NGWA also recommends:
•         Installing a whole-home filtration system approved to reduce PFAS in groundwater
•         Routine maintenance on your well to protect your water system
•         Contacting your public health department to speak to local officials and experts regarding
PFAS contamination and testing options. NGWA has created an easy-to-use list of local health
department contacts here.

https://beefcattleshortcourse.com/


As always, you can find detailed information on testing your water, maintaining your well, and
treating your system at www.wellowner.org.  or contact the Zavala County office of the Texas
A&M AgriLife Extension Service at 830-374-2883. Have a great week. M.V.

June 4 -June 8, 2018. 
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