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Greetings to all of you and thank you so much for reading this week. Many smiling faces from many
folks that received some rain last week. We did not get as much as the folks west of Zavala county
got but most of us got anywhere from 1.10 to 1.35 inches of the wet stuff. Better than nothing! Don’t
forget this weekend is Mother’s Day. According to proflowers.com/mothers-day-flower-statistics
the most popular Mother's Day flowering plants include lilies, orchids, tulips, roses, irises. If you
give one of these or receive one check out my tip of the week for some tips on how to care for these
beautiful mother’s day plants.

Vegetable Field Day Set For Friday May 11th

The Annual Spring Vegetable Field Day will be held at the Texas A&M AgriLife Research and
Extension Center in Uvalde on Friday, May 11, 2018 beginning at 7:15 a.m.  Marcel Valdez, Zavala
County Extension Agent will open the meeting with a brief description of the 2 CEU’s that will be
offered at this meeting to agricultural producers that hold a Texas Department of Agriculture
pesticide applicator license. These individuals will receive one CEU in the IPM category and one
in the general category. 

The field day will include presentations on harnessing the Nutraceutical Potential of Spinach and
watermelons, high tunnel and grafted tomato for organic and conventional systems, Texas A&M
short day onion evaluations for southern Texas and several others.  The field day will include a field
tour with stops to look at Hydroponic leafy greens, Humic Acids in watermelons, olive varieties for
Texas, Onion and watermelon varieties, and tomato grafting practice and others. Lunch is provided
by First State Bank of Uvalde. Hope to see you there. 

Tip of the Week: Caring for lilies, orchids, tulips, roses, irises.
As I mentioned in the opening of this week’s column the most popular Mother’s Day plants include
lilies, orchids, tulips, roses and irises. Here are some tips to help you care for these beautiful plants. 

Lilies: Caring for Plants from the lily family are beautiful and their scent fills up the whole room.
Follow these easy how to tips to take care of a potted lily.

First if you choose your own lily check the stem. It should be filled with dark green leaves. Avoid
lilies that have brown or yellowing leaves. A potted lily needs indirect sunlight so keep it in a bright
location but avoid direct sun. Be sure to place your plant in a cool location away from direct heat
sources. The best environment should be a cool 60 to 62 degrees but the average home maintains
an average temperature in the 70’s which will be tolerated by your lily plant.  Water your plant every
couple days. Check the soil for dryness or to determine how much water it will need. The type of
pot and the size of the plant will make a difference as to how much water it will need. Be sure to
pinch the pollen sacs off your lilies so they don't make a mess. Faded flowers should also be
removed. After your potted lily has bloomed and if the weather is right, you can move it to an
outdoor location. Choose a sunny location and dig the hold a bit larger than the pot. Give it water



and fertilizer regularly. A balanced liquid fertilizer is best for lilies.

Orchids: Orchids aren’t plants for forgetful people. If you just want a plant that you can water once
a week and leave alone for long periods of time, then stick to succulents. Orchids are beautiful when
they bloom, and keeping one alive for a long time will make you really proud, but be prepared to
pamper them a bit more often than other plants. Orchids need a lot of bright and indirect light. If
they are placed in direct sunlight, like the kind you would find around noon or early afternoon, then
you’ll risk burning their leaves and causing the flowers to wilt. Place your orchids in an east-facing
window that gets morning light. You can also use south- or west-facing windows, but you’ll have
to move or protect the orchid from the intense mid-day sunlight. The way you water an orchid is a
pretty crucial part of orchid care. Water orchids about once a week with lukewarm or room
temperature water. When watering the orchid, try to pour it under the plants leaves. If you get the
crown wet (the center part of the plant from which everything is growing) then wipe it dry with a
paper towel. If the crown stays wet for too long, then it can lead to crown rot, which will kill the
plant. Make sure the pot has drainage and your plant is never sitting in water. You might need to
water the orchid more often in the summer and less often in the winter. Orchids thrive in
environments that are kept from 65 degrees Fahrenheit to 85 degrees Fahrenheit.  Also try to keep
them away from strong sources of heat, because the air around things like your radiator or
refrigerator will be much drier, which could dry out the leaves of your plant. If a bloom on your
flower looks like it’s giving out, you can do one of two things: You can cut the entire spike down
to the leaves, which will produce a new, stronger stem of flowers in about a year. You can cut below
the lowest dead bloom, at the first “node.” That stem will produce more flowers in about 8 to 12
weeks. you can give your orchids a teaspoon of 20-20-20 fertilizer at least once a month. Orchids
grow attached to other plants in the wild, so never try to pot them in soil. Sure, they’re a lot of work.
But their beautiful blooms make them worth it.

Tulips: Tulips are a little difficult to bloom in our area due to the cold period required by tulips to
break dormancy. Tulips respond well to forcing, the process of encouraging them to bloom earlier
than normal or flower in warmer climates like Zavala county where they otherwise won't experience
the necessary winter cold to break dormancy. Tulips need a 10-week cold period, with temperatures
between 35 and 48 degrees Fahrenheit, to bloom. Planting in pots allows you to provide this cold
treatment for early bloom or for a natural season bloom mild climate like ours doesn't provide cold-
enough winters. Water the soil until it's moist but water only after the soil begins to dry. Snip off
each tulip flower after it finishes blooming. Tulips do not require fertilizers since they store a lot of
nutrients in their bulbs as reserves.  Dispose of the bulbs after they no longer bloom, or transplant
them to a garden bed after the foliage yellows and dies back naturally. Be sure to find a permanent
home to your tulip plant outside in your flowerbed or landscape. Tulips rarely survive if grown in
a pot for a second year. 

Roses: Roses are extremely popular as cut flowers, garden flowers and potted plants.  While cut
roses only last for a few days, a potted plant can give the recipient years of joy. That’s why they are
fast becoming a favorite Mother’s Day plant. Taking care of potted roses is much like caring for
roses in your garden.  However, since you have much more control over the environment and
conditions in your home, they can be even more rewarding with less effort. Roses enjoy warm to hot
conditions and can tolerate a fair amount of direct sunlight. In fact, they need quite a bit of sunlight
in order to really flourish and produce an abundance of flowers. Due to the warm conditions, the soil



can tend to dry out fairly quickly and you will need to monitor it regularly.  Do not simply look at
the surface of the soil to check if it’s dry. Stick your finger down about an inch into the soil and, if
it’s dry that far down, it’s definitely time to water. Water fairly generously and, when the water
starts to drain through the bottom of the pot, then it’s time to stop. In order to produce high quality
blooms, your potted rose is going to need some extra nutrients.  You can use the same kind of
fertilizer as you would with garden planted roses and make sure that you follow the instructions to
the letter for best results. Pruning your roses, like many other plants, is the best way to help them
grow and produce even better blooms year after year. Make sure that you use a sharp knife or sheers
to prune your roses. The last thing you want is to crush the stems.  When cutting the stems, do so
just below each spent bloom and at a 45 degree angle. Do the same with any dead foliage as well. 
Pruning will greatly reduce the overall size of your potted roses and they will remain this size during
the colder winter months. However, when their blooming season nears, you will notice the explosion
of life, growth and beauty again.

Irises: Irises are perhaps the easiest to grow so if you receive one or give one for Mother’s day you
are in luck. Your iris should be watered only after the top 2 inches of the containers soil has dried
out. It is much better to underwater irises than to over water them, therefore be mindful about
watering. You may fertilize your iris once every 2 weeks during watering using a nutrient rich liquid
fertilizer. This plant is so hardy that it will probably bloom even if you forget to water or fertilize
your iris for weeks on end. Consider dividing your iris after you have let it grow in the same
container for 4 years. Division is necessary because it keeps the plant from outgrowing its container
or suffocating itself. Once your irises are divided, you can keep them in containers and raise them
following the same procedure as you did with your original plant. Have a great Mother’s day week.
M.V. 
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