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Greetings to all of you and thank you so much for reading this week. Hot and hotter is a good way to
describe last week and weekend. Many father’s trying to enjoy the day with a little outdoor grilling were
also trying to find ways to cool down as father’s day was a real scorcher, but I am sure everyone found a
way to stay cool and enjoy dad’s day. All eyes are on a couple of tropical disturbances already trying to take
shape in the Atlantic so we will see what these potential storms will do in terms of our weather patterns,
which probably will not be much but we shall wait and see. 
 
Carnivore Management Program Set For This Thursday
Zavala, Uvalde, Bandera, Kinney, Edwards and Real counties will sponsor a carnivore management program
at The Uvalde Fairplex Frio Room off of highway 90 just west of Uvalde.  This valuable program for
producers will be held on Thursday June 22, 2017 beginning with registration at 5:30 p.m. and the program
is scheduled to begin at 6:00 p.m. Producers with a pesticide applicators license that attend this event will
receive 2 continuing education units (CEU’s). There will be a $20.00 registration fee to attend this event
which will include dinner. If you plan to attend you are asked to Samantha Korzekwa at 830-278-6661. 
 
Marcel Valdez, Zavala County Extension Agent, Dr. Maureen G. Frank, Assistant Professor & Extension
Wildlife Specialist, and Samantha Korzekwa, Uvalde County Extension Agent have lined up two highly
qualified speakers for this event. Mike Bodenchueck with the U.S.D.A. Wildlife Service and Dr. John
Tomeèek with Texas A&M AgriLife Extension will discuss options and techniques to reduce damage by
carnivorous predators such as coyotes, foxes, bobcats and mountain lions. 
 
According to the National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) predators killed 23,000 adult sheep and
48,000 lambs in the State, valued at $2,254,000 and $3,120,000, respectively. For more information about
this event contact Marcel Valdez, Zavala County Extension Agent at 830-374-2883 or Dr. Maureen Frank,
Assistant Professor & Extension Wildlife Specialist-Uvalde at 830-278-9151 ext. 280, or Samantha Korzekwa-
Uvalde County Extension Agent at 830-278-6661. I hope some of you will make plans to attend this
important program. 

Updated Fever Tick Report as of June 12, 2017
According to the Texas Animal Health Commission(TAHC) as of last week there were 182 infested
quarantine premises across Texas. Of these there were 70 permanent quarantine zone premises, 112 non-
permanent zone premises, 88 exposed quarantine premises and 2,294 adjacent/check quarantined
premises. Counties with exposed, adjacent or check premises close to our area include Maverick, Frio,
Uvalde and La Salle counties. 

The TAHC continues to conduct epidemiological investigations related to the detection of fever
ticks in the area, as well as ticks that may have been moved on cattle, horses, and exotic hoofstock
shipped from infested premises. As part of this investigation, the TAHC will notify affected
producers and inspect their livestock to ensure these exposed herds are fever tick free.  Cattle
fever tick eradication in Texas is a corporative effort between TAHC and USDA. For more



information regarding the fever tick program please visit the Texas Animal Health Commission
website at http://www.tahc.texas.gov/news/brochures/TAHCBrochure_fevertickFAQ.pdf

Tip of The Week: Keeping Your Lawn Nice During HOT Weather
If the temperatures we had across Zavala County over the weekend is an indication of more hot days to
come, all of us need to start thinking on how we can maintain a nice appealing lawn even during hot periods
of the year including a drought. Here are areas to consider. Of course we live in a dry climate and should
expect hot weather which is why it's important to pay attention to proper practices when mowing grass
during extremely hot weather patterns or even a drought. In the hot, dry summer months, the natural
tendency of your lawn is to go dormant and stop growing. This is what causes it to turn brown, and unless
you have extreme heat or neglect to water it, the lawn will come back to life in the fall. However, if you're
like most homeowners, you don't want an unsightly brown lawn as the backdrop for your summer
barbeques. So, you may want to check out these tips to create a healthy, green, drought-tolerant lawn.

There are three important things you can do to keep your lawn looking bright and green, even in
a dry season. The first is to choose the right seed, the second, to mow correctly and the third, to
water properly. Of course there are tactics you can use to bring your lawn back to health (though
most professionals say to let your lawn stay dormant once it has dried), but I will be focusing on
the preventative measures you can take to keep your grass thriving in spite of the dry spell.

1. Choosing the Right Seed to Cover Bare Spots 
If you already have some bare spots in your lawn, it may make sense to seed these parts of your
lawn with a warm-season grass like Fescue.  Just make sure you increase the amount of Fescue in
the spring. This will help create a more drought-tolerant lawn as Fescue requires less water to
grow and fills in densely, providing shade to the soil that keeps it from drying out as quickly. Most
garden centers will have fescue grass seeds that you can buy and fill in those bare spots in your
lawn and make it complete. 

2. Mowing During Dry Hot Conditions
If you already have good cover then mowing during hot dry spells is very important. The cut setting
on your mower and the sharpness of your lawn mower blades play a large role in maintaining your
lawn. Since the grass isn't growing, or is growing at a much slower rate, it's even more important
to follow the 1/3 rule when cutting so you don't stress the lawn further. Raise your cut setting as
high as it goes and when you cut, leave the clippings on the lawn to provide shade and fertilizer.
Then, make sure your lawn mower blades are sharp. Old, dull blades can rip and tear at grass,
making what is already stressed from the heat susceptible to disease and loss of moisture. This will
turn your grass brown in a hurry.

3. Watering during dry hot spells
When you are in the middle of a dry spell, you need to be aware of how much water you use and
do your part in water conservation. As with mowing in a dry season, there are some go to best
practices to remember for watering your lawn during a dry spell. Watering should always be done
in the morning to reduce the amount that evaporates and prevent fungus (which can occur if you
water at night). You also want to water deeply about once a week. More than that and you'll
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encourage a weak root system in your lawn. If you to want a green lawn all summer, you'll need
to water weekly and deeply to encourage deeper root systems.
 

A great way to conserve water for your lawn during a drought is to set up a rainwater collection
system.  It's as easy as placing a barrel at the base of your downspout and using the collected water
to irrigate your lawn. Then, only water your lawn when it is dry enough that you see footprints after
you mow to get the best effect from the least amount of water. Of course, if you're really concerned
with controlling water use, it may be best to let your lawn go dormant and only water it enough to
ensure it comes back in the fall. If you follow these tips, you will be able to maintain your lawn in
a way that will keep it healthy in a dry season. Lets hope for rain to help our landscapes. Have a great
week. M.V. 
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