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Looks like we are finally going into our typical summer pattern across our area, high pressure equals
little chances of rain and hot temperatures, but thanks to earlier rainfall our range and pastures as
well as our landscapes remain green and lush. Remember to be cautious as we begin to dry out and
with an abundance of vegetative growth the potential for wildfires is an increased risk. Greetings to
all of you, a very happy father’s day weekend to all and thank you for reading this week. 

Steer Validation To Be Held This Saturday June 17th 
If you are planning to show a steer project you need to have these animals in your possession and
have them validated by this Saturday, June 17, 2017. Validation will be held from 9 a.m. until 10
a.m. at the Chaparrosa Ranch facilities located on highway 83 just south of La Pryor. There will be
a $20.00 validation fee charged by the ZAE per exhibitor and a $5.00 steer tag fee for each steer that
is validated. For more information regarding this validation process you may contact the Zavala
County office of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service at 830-374-2883. 

Prescribed Burn School Set For July 13-14
From time to time some folks will contact our office about conducting a prescribed burn on range
and pastures or want to become a certified insured private burn manager. If that is you than you can
become certified by attending the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service prescribed burn school
to be held July 13 and 14 in San Angelo. When mentioning the word fire, most respond with a
worried look in their eye and an automatic assumption that it is wild in nature. However, prescribed
burning is one of the most economical rangeland treatments we have available today. It teats multiple
invasive species and restores a pasture with native grass.

By attending this event you will learn about this tool, explore your options, find out what you need
to achieve before the first flame is lit, during, and after the smoke has cleared from a successful burn.
The school will begin on July 13 with classroom training on prescribed burn including the Texas
Department of Agriculture(TDA), prescribed burn exam available after the training on the 13th. Then
on July 14 participants will be paired off with professionals and participate in a ranch management
prescribed burn on the Davis Ranch. If you would like to attend you are asked to RSVP by July 5,
2017 with Dr. Morgan Russell, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension range specialist at 325-657-7317
or by email to morgan.russell@ag.tamu.edu .

Tip of the Week: Tomato Diseases and What To Do About Them
Yep did not take long this season before I got my first call about problems with tomatoes in Zavala
County Gardens. Apparently this early in the season tomato problems seem to be appearing in the
green unripen fruit. There are several diseases that can cause problems before you even pick your
first vine ripened tasty tomato. Here are a few diseases of tomatoes in found in the green stage and
what you can do about them. Hope this helps. 
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Bacterial Speck: Symptoms of this disease may appear on any plant part. Leaves of infected plants
are covered by small, dark brown, irregular patches of necrotic tissue that are surrounded by yellow
halos. Disease severity is increased by leaf wetness from sprinkler irrigation, rain, or heavy dews.
To control this disease you may want to minimize wetting of the leaves by using drip or furrow
irrigation. Copper sprays also provide effective control.

Bacterial Canker: Bacterial canker is characterized by wilting and eventual death of the lower leaves,
with the leaves drying up while still attached to the stem. Vascular tissue is discolored, brown, or
brownish-yellow, and a characteristic yellow slime can be squeezed from affected stems. The
bacterium that causes this disorder may be seed or soil born. The only way to control this disease in
tomatoes is by using good crop rotations and careful seed source selection are primary
considerations. Seed beds in infected areas should be sterilized. Mechanical damage to the
transplants (such as topping) spreads the disease.

Radial Cracking: Fruit develop large cracks radiating out from the stem scar. Cracking may occur
on green fruit. Cracks appear weathered and corky if they occur in green fruit. Fruit may develop any
of a number of fungal fruit rots at the point of cracking. To avoid this problem select varieties that
have less cracking under your growing conditions. Prevent wide swings in moisture by even
irrigation or mulching.

Sun Scald: Of course in Zavala County our extremely brutal sun can cause us problems with sun
scald tomatoes. Fruit have yellowish or whitish patches on side exposed to sunlight. These patches
turn leathery and dry out. They may become infected with various types of mold as secondary
infections in the wounded tissue. Fruit protected by shade from leaf cover or shading material are
unaffected. Some tomato varieties are more susceptible to sun scald than other, therefore, select
varieties noted to retain leaf cover throughout season. Use a good fungicide/insecticide program to
prevent leaf loss due to insects and disease. If you start noticing this problem you can cover fruit with
straw or shade plants with row cover netting. 

Blossom End Rot: Blossom end rot is often misdiagnosed as a fruit disease. The blossom end of the
fruit fails to develop normally, turning black-dark brown and eventually shriveling and becoming
hard. Blossom end rot is usually due to a nutritional imbalance that is exaggerated by alternating
periods of water stress. To avoid blossom end rot problems in your tomato patch provide even soil
moisture in your garden and follow recommended fertilization practices noting particularly the
balance between nitrogen and calcium.

Alternaria canker: Symptoms of Alternaria canker appear on stems, leaves and fruit. Brown or black
necrotic lesions are usually visible on plants from which infected fruit are picked. Fruit are infected
when green, but symptoms persist into the ripening period. Sunken grayish lesions are present on
fruit. You should be able to control this disease by avoiding  wounding of young plants (by
mechanical damage or pruning) which will prevent entry site for infection. Furrow or drip irrigation
is preferred over sprinkler irrigation. Preventative fungicide sprays may be required if damage is
intense in your garden. 



Tomato Spotted Wilt Virus: Fruit are malformed, with raised yellow, red, and green mottled bull’s
eye rings. Plants from which fruit are harvested are stunted, with older leaves turning yellow. The
virus is carried by flower and onion thrips that have carried the virus from infected weeds and
ornamentals. To control this disease eliminate plants that serve as hosts to thrips is the most
important control measure. Clean cultivation, with special attention to border strips is important.

Control of all of these diseases is most effective when you take the time to check your tomato garden
frequently and identify any problems early. Tomatoes are the most popular garden vegetable crop
in Texas. They are a good source of vitamin A and fair source of vitamin C. Fresh tomatoes are
popular in salads, on sandwiches and sliced. They can be cooked and used in many ways. Many
insecticides are available at garden centers for homeowner use. Sevin is a synthetic insecticide;
organic options include sulfur and Bt-based insecticides. Sulfur also has fungicidal properties and
helps in controlling many diseases. Neem oil, sulfur, and other fungicides are available for use. The
information given herein is for educational purposes only. Reference to commercial products or trade
names is made with the understanding that no discrimination is intended and no endorsement by the
Texas AgriLife Extension Service or this newspaper is implied. Have a happy tomato gardening
week. M.V. 
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