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Finally much needed moisture was to fall across our are this week, so by the time you read this
week’s column you either got some or you will still be begging for some. Hopefully all of you got
some much needed  moisture to help get our spring warm season forage green-up going and give our
thirsty wheat fields a little drink. Greetings to all of you and thank you so much for reading this
week.

District 12 4-H Shooting Sports-Postal League Registration is Now Open
The 4-H Postal League is designed to provide additional shooting sports opportunities for 4-H
members across District 12. The event includes Smallbore Rifle, Shotgun, Archery and Air Pistol.
 The term “Postal” simply refers to this event taking place locally within our county. Rifle and Air
Pistol targets will be mailed from the District 12 office after the specific deadline. Participants in
Archery and Shotgun events will provide their own Archery and Shotgun targets.  All Rifle and Air
Pistol targets must be mailed to the District office within the specified timeline, and submit scores. 

Registration for these events will be administered through 4-H Connect. Select the “D12 4-H
Shooting Sports Postal League” event. The registration period began February 1st and will conclude
on February 25, 2017(Next Week).  Coaches can register on the participant’s behalf. Participants of
these 4-H events should coordinate with their respective coach or county office to register. A
registration fee of $15.00 dollars will be charged per shooter per event.  The shooting period will be
between March 1st and April 9th.  All score/targets must be in the Zavala county office on or before
April 11th. County office must have all score/targets at the district office on or before April 18th. For
more information regarding this event or with assistance registering for this contest contact the
Zavala County office of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service at 830-374-2883. 

Texas Beef Council To Hold Youth Cattle Conference This Summer
The Texas Beef Council (TBC) is proud to announce the second annual Texas Youth Cattle Conference dates
have been set for June 12 – 15 and July 5 – 8. The June conference will take place in Central and South
Texas regions and the July conference will be located in the Panhandle. Students can apply to attend the
session of their choice. The conference is designed for youth who have a desire to expand their knowledge
about the Texas beef industry. Attendees will explore the beef industry by focusing on beef’s role in the food
industry, nutrition, beef cattle science, management and marketing in that region of Texas.  Students will hear
from industry experts and have the chance to learn through hands-on activities throughout the conference. 
 
The Texas Youth Cattle Conference is designed to empower our young men and women with the knowledge
and tools needed to become successful members and advocates of the beef community.  This checkoff-funded
program is free of charge. Students will only be responsible for their travel to and from the starting locations
for either conference. Texas youth involved in junior cattle breed associations, the Texas FFA Association
o r  T e x a s  4 - H  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  a p p l y  o n l i n e  a t
http://www.texasbeefcheckoff.com/texasyouth. Applications are due March 10, 2017. A limited number
of students will be accepted to attend each conference.  Applicants must be at least 16 years old as of January
2017. I hope we have some Zavala County Youth apply and attend this valuable beef cattle educational
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opportunity. For assistance with registration or additional information about the Beef cattle youth conference

 contact the Zavala County office of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service at 830-374-2883. 

Tip of the Week: Selecting The Right Peach For Your Home Landscape
Well it is nice to know that folks read my articles from time to time and follow up with questions.
I had a visit last week from a Zavala county resident who read my article about the proper time for
planting trees and shrubs in the landscape. This particular individual loves peaches and wants to
plant a couple now before the heat of southwest Texas begins to dominate our daily weather
conditions. Unfortunately we are limited to a selection of peaches that will do well in our area, but
there are some-the limiting factor is the number of chill hours we usually, on average have in Zavala
County, for peach, apricot, and other fruit trees. What are chill hours you may ask? They’re the
minimum number of hours below 45 F. that the tree must endure before it receives its proper rest and
can break dormancy. These peach chill hours fall between November 1 and February 15, although
the most important time occurs in December through January. 

Like all deciduous trees, peach trees lose their leaves in the autumn and become dormant, but it
doesn’t stop there. As winter continues, the trees enter a period called rest. It’s a deep dormancy
where a short spurt of warm weather won’t be enough to “wake” the tree up. The cold
requirement(Chill Hours) for peach trees is dependent on this period of rest. Why do peaches need
cold? Without this period of rest, the buds that were set the previous summer can’t blossom. And
if there are no blossoms — you guessed it, no fruit!

Peach chill hours can range from only 100 to 1,000 depending on the cultivar and a loss of even 50-
100 of those minimum hours can reduce a harvest by 50 percent. A loss of 200 or more can devastate
a crop. If you buy a cultivar that requires peach chill hours above what our area can offer, you may
never see a single blossom. That’s why it’s important to know the cold requirements for peach trees
before you buy and plant. According to http://agroclimate.org/tools/Chill-Hours-Map/ we are in
the 400 or less average chill hours per year. Other maps such as those developed by the Texas A&M
AgriLife Extension service agree, of course it is hard to add up 400 chill hours when we have winters
like the one we are currently in, but this is an average. Your local nursery will carry varieties and
cultivars suitable to our area’s chilling requirements. For peach trees purchased from a catalog,
however, you should do your own research. And for those of us who live in warmer climates like in
Zavala County where peaches are hard to grow, there are cultivars known as low chill peach trees
that will do fine in our area. Peaches are very susceptible to waterlogged soils, so good to excellent
internal soil drainage is essential to long-term tree survival. The ideal is a sandy loam topsoil at least
18 to 24 inches deep underlain with a red-colored, well-drained clay subsoil. A subsoil that is dull
colored, blue, gray, or mottled usually has poor drainage characteristics and is not satisfactory. 

One of the most critical phases of first year peach tree care is weed control. Left unchecked, weeds
can cause the loss of the first year's growth. Most grasses and weeds are more aggressive than newly
set peach trees in removing both water and nutrients from the soil. Often these small trees can be
seen sitting in lush green grass with the tell-tale red spots of nitrogen deficiency on the leaves.

Within a few weeks after growth begins in the spring, select the strongest three to five shoots arising
from the top 6 inches on the main stem. They should be evenly spaced along the trunk with at least
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one directed into the prevailing wind. Remove all other shoots along the trunks or limbs. These few
branches will grow vigorously for about 4 more weeks and then begin to lignify, or harden and turn
brown, near the trunk. At this time, select the major scaffold limbs. It is recommended that only
three, evenly spaced scaffold limbs be retained, but some growers will develop four scaffold limbs
per tree. Allow the major limbs and non-competing side shoots to grow. 

Newly-planted fruit trees can be fertilized the first year if they make 8 to 10 inches of growth by
May. If the trees have 8 to 10 inches of growth in May, then the tree can be given one cup of nitrogen
fertilizer (ammonium sulfate or nitrate). Spread fertilizer at least 18 inches away from the tree. If you
do these basic peach tree management practices you should be able to enjoy some fruit by the 4th year
of growth.  Peach varieties for our Low Chill Region include, EarliGrande, FlordaCrest,
Flordaprince, ValleGrande, TropicBeauty, TropicSweet, Flordaglo, Gulf King, and FlordaGrande.
For more information about this topic contact the Zavala County office of the Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension Service at 830-374-2883 and ask for Extension Publication EHT-022 titled “Texas Fruit
and Nut Production” Peaches. Have a great week planting your peach trees. M.V. 
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