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A cold front in late April almost May, hard to believe but that is exactly what happened this weekend in our
area. According to my friends at the National Weather Service(NWS) these events are not very common but
they do happen from time to time. I hope all of you enjoyed this cool off event because it was only short lived
and it is probably the last one we will see until late this coming fall. Greetings to all of you and thank you
so much for reading this week. 

Most Recent Fever Tick Update
While Zavala County is currently not included in any of the quarantine zones(let’s keep it that way) it is
important to stay current with movement of livestock which could inadvertently trigger a temporary
quarantine if infested cattle are to be found. County neighboring us that are not in quarantine but are listed
in the exposed, adjacent or check premises quarantines are Uvalde and Maverick counties.  As of last
week’s(April 17th) Texas Animal Health Commission Fever Tick report there are now 161 Infested Premises
(up 5 from last week), 61 (up 1) in the Permanent Quarantine Zone (PQZ) along the Rio Grande River and
100 (up 4) in the non-PQZ areas (areas outside the PQZ in the counties along the Rio Grande as well as
Cameron, Willacy, Kleberg, Jim Wells and Live Oak, where there are active infestations). There are now 84
Exposed Quarantined Premises (up 3), 39 in the PQZ (no change) and 45 (up 3) in the non-PQZ. There are
2,180 Adjacent or Check premises (up 4), 315 in the PQZ and 1,865 in the non-PQZ (up 4). No change in
the number of counties with Exposed, Adjacent or Check Premises (44, but 8 are in the PQZ).

In a meeting last month, in Live Oak County, Dr. Brodie Miller, the TAHC Regional Veterinarian for the
area (in Beeville) said that there are nearly 500,000 acres in Texas under some form of tick quarantine. He
also encouraged producers and their veterinarians to be observant of unusual ticks and report them to the
TAHC. In Live Oak, there is no change in the number of quarantined premises of the number of infected
cattle, horses or wildlife (deer) from last week but the numbers of checked and treated animals continues to
rise (which is good).  There is no reported change in the trace outs in Texas or out of state and the quarantine
area remains the same. For more information regarding the fever tick program and terminology used, please
visit http://www.tahc.texas.gov/news/brochures/TAHCBrochure_FeverTickFAQ.pdf.

Zavala County 4-H Archery Meeting Coming Soon
Preparations are being made for the initial Zavala County 4-H Archery meeting and training.  Shooting Sports
is one of the fastest growing 4-H projects in the district 12 4-H program. The district 12 4-H Archery Match
is an annual competitive event with 4-H members testing their skills against other 4-H members across the
district. The Archery Match has been added to the spectrum of disciplines in recent years. Youth compete
in a modified field archery event and a 3-D event. 

Amanda Van Cleve a La Pryor 4-H certified volunteer is the certified Archery Coach for Zavala County. She
is putting together some equipment and will be conducting the first Archery meeting/practice soon. 4-H
members need to be 9 year old and older to participate in the program. All 4-H members in the county
interested in participating in this project will be notified about the date, time and location of this meeting via
Facebook, newsletter and in this news media once the date, time and location is determined. You may also
contact the Zavala County Office of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service at (830) 374-2883 for more
information. Complete rules for the district 4-H Archery contest can also be found at
LINK"http://agrilife.org/d124h/4-h-event/shooting-sports/4h-archery/"http://agrilife.org/d124h/4-h-
event/shooting-sports/4h-archery/ . These are the rules that will govern the Zavala County 4-H Archery
program. Special thanks to Amanda Van Cleve for taking the leadership role with this project in the county. 

Tip of the Week: Controlling Flies on Livestock in Pastures
Recent rains across Zavala County coupled with warmer temperatures make for a rapid return of flies that
affect all of us including cattle. In pasture settings, the most economically damaging fly is the horn fly. Good
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control can mean an additional 12 to 20 lbs. of weight gain per calf over the summer months and reduced
weight loss for nursing cows. Face flies, meanwhile, can disrupt grazing during the day and can spread
pinkeye among the herd. So what can you do. First remember that is has been an ongoing battle since cows
first set foot in the new world but now you can manage the problem at least to a certain extent. 

Following are some application tips for dust bags, insecticide-impregnated ear tags, back rubbers and animal
sprays.

Dust bags are most effective in forced-use situations where cattle have to pass under them regularly as they
move to drink or eat. The bottom of the bag should be low enough so that the animal must lift it with its head
to pass through. This provides good insecticide placement to manage face flies. The animal is treated for horn
flies and other biting flies as the bag drags along the backline. Keep dust bags charged with insecticide and
protected from rain. Dust formulations will clump if they get wet, and the bag will not dispense the
insecticide properly.

Insecticide ear tags can provide good control of horn flies and may provide some reduction in face-fly
numbers. Install tags after flies first appear in the spring. Check label for limits. Some products state that
calves less than 3 months old should not be tagged because ear damage may occur, or should receive only
one tag. Horn-fly resistance to insecticides, particularly pyrethroids, is an increasing problem. If insecticide
resistance is suspected, use tags containing an organophosphate insecticide or abamectin. Remove tags at the
end of the fly season or before slaughter. Protective gloves should be worn when applying and removing tags.

If you are concerning oilers or back rubbers, use diesel, No. 2 heating (fuel) oil or label-recommended
mineral oil to dilute the insecticide. Do not use waste oil or motor oil. One gallon of oil solution per 15' to
20' of back-rubber cable is sufficient for 30 to 40 head. As with dust bags, these devices are most effective
when placed in force-used areas such as mineral stations or entrances to watering sites. Oilers are more
effective against face flies if fly flyps (strips of cloth hung from back rubbers) or fly bullets are tied at 4¢ to
6¢ intervals along the length. Service the devices at least once per week. Use a power sprayer for complete
coverage when applying insecticide sprays for pasture-fly control, but be especially careful to not
contaminate feed or water. Use a coarse spray rather than a fine mist when applying sprays, so that the
animal’s coat is thoroughly wetted.
Among the alternative options, a compressed-air gun can be used to dose animals with capsules containing
a lambda-cyhalothrin pour-on formulation.

Finally there are several feed additives (oral larvicides) that target fly maggots breeding in fresh manure are
available. Methoprene, an insect-growth regulator (IGR), is available in block, tub and liquid products for
horn-fly control. Diflubenzuron, another IGR, can be administered as a feed additive. This chemical prevents
the insect from forming its external skeleton that is required for survival. Other manufacturers also offer an
organophosphate insecticide that is available as a premix for horn and face fly control. All animals must eat
a minimal dose of a feed additive regularly, and supplementary control measures must be taken to deal with
flies moving in from nearby herds. For more information or to ask for a fly control publication contact the
Zavala County Office of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service at (830) 374-2883. Have a great week.
M.V. 
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