
Steer Project Help List for Feeders 
 

A. Feeding 
a. Have feed available for when the project arrives 

i. Grower 
ii. Finisher 

(Depending on breed and genetics of calf will dictate type of feed to feed) 
b. Feed two times per day 

i. Allows you to check health 
1. Feed about 3% of body weight 
2. Depends on amount they clean up(will be less in hot weather) 
3. Try to feed on same schedule each day. Can feed later in evening 

during hot weather. 
ii. Feed high quality hay (wheat, oat, grass, haygrazers) Can turn out on 

round bale at night if facilities allow. 
B. General Care 

a. Start halter breaking as soon as calf is acclimated to new surroundings 
i. Tie up in chute or alley for first few times to prevent injury 

ii. Can tie to old inner tube to teach animal to not fight halter and pull back 
iii. Use a rope halter. Take off steer so it will not cut into the nose or chin 

b. Start combing and blowing when animal is accustomed to standing while tied up. 
c. Washing 

i. Rinse area that is safe 
1. Always blow animal out before washing. 

a. Wash with high quality soap 
b. Rinse daily if possible 

2. Comb hair forward from rear of animal towards front. 
3. Blow hair in same direction.  
4. Use a hair conditioning product after drying 

d. Showing 
i. Start by scratching animal with show stick while in chute. 

ii. Set feet squarely for a rear view 
iii. Set animals rear left foot slightly forward for a side profile 
iv. Work with animal at various times  
v. Build up duration over time. Don’t expect animal to stand for 30 minutes 

the first time you use a show stick 



vi. Set animal up in different locations and have someone be the “judge” to 
walk around and handle steer. 

e. Weighing 
i. Weigh monthly early in project year. 

ii. Closer to show-weigh weekly if targeting a specific weight 
C. Medicines to have on hand 

a. Excenel/Naxcel 
b. Baytril 
c. Sulfa boluses 
d. Banamine 
e. Mineral oil and Thera-bloat(cattle always bloat on their left side-need to know this) 
f. Always follow label. Observe withdrawal times. Consult advisor or veterinarian. 

D. De-Worming and other Parasites 
a. Always follow label and observer withdrawal times. 
b. Use products such as Dectomax , Ivermectin, SafeGuard 
c. Rotate de-worming products 
d. Watch for external parasites and mange as weather gets colder in fall. 

E. Prepare for show at home 
a. Feed animal out of pan and water out of bucket. Leave animal tied up and get them 

used to having to do this at show. 
b. Always observe weigh-back rules for show. Don’t spend all year with project and 

then have the animal weigh out at show. 
NO SHOW WAS EVER WON AT THE SHOW-----DO YOUR HOMEWORK 


