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A Word From the County Agent 
A wonderful, WET winter and spring but 100+ degrees are here as expected. A few 
tips to consider. Mulch about 3 inches deep helps reduce soil temp and maintain 
soil moisture. Chopping or pulling weeds is best. If you need to use herbicides, 
don’t expect good results if plants are not growing actively or are too mature. Wa-
tering trees and shrubs should be done infrequently but slow soaking is best. Here 
is a great youtube on that. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bHsNwpPzK2U   
CALL 940-716-8610 anytime and leave a message if necessary. 

10 Ways to Make Your Landscape Earth-Kind 
EARTH-KIND focuses on using environmentally friendly management practices to produce landscapes that are beautiful, low 
maintenance, and sustainable.  The goals of EARTH-KIND landscape are to conserve water and energy , reduce pesticide and 
fertilizer use, and to recycle landscape wastes.  The following, however, are  ten practices that can easily be implemented to 
transform an existing landscape into one that is EATH-KIND. 
 Mulch: maintaining  a three-inch layer of plant-derived mulch such as native hardwood, will  reduce the amount of water 

required in the landscape.  
 Low-Volume Irrigation: Micro and drip irrigation is typically at least 90% efficient compared to traditional sprinkler irriga-

tion because it applies water only where it is needed and slowly enough to minimize runoff. 
 Irrigation auditing/evaluation:  check your system’s uniform watering and damaged for leaks or sprinkler heads . 
 Cycle & soak water: Program your irrigation run times into several shorter cycles.  This method allows more time for the 

water to soak into the soil than if you apply the water all at once, plus it reduces water  use. 
 Integrated Pest Management:  This approach to pest control focuses on using cultural , biological, and mechanical, con-

trol measures.  Under IPM, chemical control is used only as a last resort. Learn more at http://counties.agrilife.org/
wichita/files/2019/07/Earth_Kind-IPM.pdf 

 Composting: You can convert yard waste such as leaves, grass clippings, and pruning waste into compost, rather than 
paying to have it removed and added to a landfill.  Learn more at: http://counties.agrilife.org/wichita/files/2019/07/
Earth_Kind_Compost.pdf 

 Fertilizing based on soil test:  Sampling the soil in your lawn or landscape properly and having it analyzed can help the 
environment and your wallet.  A soil test will reveal the specific nutrient that your soil may be lacking and will help you  
choose appropriate fertilizer. Call the office at 940-716-8610 for more information.   

 Rainwater Harvesting:  Collecting and storing rainwater can reduce your water bill.  It is also relatively pure as com-
pared to tap or well water high in salts or chlorine.  Capturing rainwater is easy if gutters are already in place, but if not, 
they can easily be installed.  Capture and storage can be as simple as placing a barrel under a downspout.   

 Preparing planting areas:  preparing the soil properly can drastically reduce the need for fertilizer in both new and exist-
ing beds.  It can also reduce disease problems and the amount of water required.  Raised beds approximately 12” high will 
greatly improve plant performance where soil drains poorly.   

 Turf maintenance: Sound turf management can greatly reduce  your lawn’s labor , water, and  fertilizer requirements.  
Keeping turf mowed to a reasonable height promotes a deeper root system, reduce plant stress, and provides more shade 
for soil surface.  All these factors reduce the lawn’s water needs.   

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, reli-
gion, sex, national origin, age, disability, genetic information or veteran status. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating  
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Fire Blight of Ornamental Pears 
The casual agent of fire blight is a bacterium– Erwinia amylovora, which causes a vascular 
wilt in many varieties of pome trees: apples, pears, and ornamental pears, such as Bradford 
pears. Symptoms include water-soaked flowers, leaves progressively turning brown and 
black blotches; curling and eventually shriveling , twigs begin to wilt from tip downward, 
turning black and curl in a classical “Shepherd's crook”, branches develop dark, sunken can-
kers; as they enlarge and girdle the branches, the branch eventually dies.  Control includes:  
 Cut infected branches 8 to 12 inches below the visible injury or canker.  
 Sanitize the pruning tool before each cut with a 10%solution of bleach (one part bleach 

to nine parts water). To prevent rust, dry and oil tools after use.  
 Reduce excessive succulence.  
 Moderately resistant varieties are available. 
 A weak (0.5%) Bordeaux mixture or other copper fungicide applied several times as 

blossoms open can reduce new infections, but will not eliminate all new infections or 
those already existing in wood. 

 https://plantclinic.tamu.edu/factsheets/fireblight/  for more info. 

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, reli-
gion, sex, national origin, age, disability, genetic information or veteran status. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating  

Rose Rosette 
Rose rosette (RRD) is a deadly virus that affects and kills roses.  It has not been reported in other 
species. This virus infects roses and cannot survive outside a living rose bush.   The virus is trans-
mitted by a tiny, invisible mite ; currently  there is no cure for this  virus. Symptoms are very dis-
tinctive and can  include “witches’ broom” (a proliferation of distorted, terminal growth), exces-
sive thorns on the stems, malformation of leaves and buds, excessive shoot growth and plant 
death. Usually the first symptom is the reddish discoloration on the undersides  of eaves and the 
flowers can be discolored. New rose growth can sometimes be red. The misuse of glycophos-
pate or growth regulator herbicides can cause this color. The diagnosis of RRD is made by lab 
testing.  Rose rosette (RRD) is in Wichita Falls and once a plant has RRD it should be removed.  

For more details: https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/library/landscaping/rose-rosette-
disease-demystified/  

Example of Shepherd’s Crook  

Master Gardeners 
Beth & Carol  

taking samples of 
Rose rosette 

Rose rosette  virus 

Recommended Planting Dates for North Texas 
If you have not already started planting your garden then its that time!  Please click our link to our Wichita County website 
to find the recommended planting dates for North Texas & much more….. http://counties.agrilife.org/wichita/files/2019/07/
Recommended-Planting-Dates-for-North-Texas_color-pic.pdf  
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