
 
 

 
 
Water Primrose 
Ludwigia spp. 
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Water primrose is a perennial plant that stands erect along the shoreline but also forms long 

runners (up to 16 feet) that creep across wet soil or float out across the water surface. These 

runners form roots at their nodes. Leaves range from lance-shaped or willow-like (2 to inches 

long by 1/2 to 1 inch wide) on the erect stems to round or oval 1 to 2 inches in diameter on the 

floating stems. Leaves can be green to reddish depending on the species. The single flowers are 

yellow with 4 or 5 petals depending on the species. Flowers vary in size from 1 inch to 2 inches 

http://aquaplant.tamu.edu/


in diameter. 
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Mechanical/Physical Control Options 

Water primrose can be cut and the roots can be dug up but physical control is difficult because 

it can reestablish from seeds or remaining roots. 

Biological Control Options 

There is no known biological control for water primrose, goats are known to forage on many 

types of emergent vegetation. 

 

Chemical Control Options 

The active ingredients that have been successful in treating water primrose include 2,4-D (E), 

diquat (E), triclopyr (E), glyphosate (E), imazamox (E), and imazapyr (E). E = excellent, G = good.  

 

Dr. Todd Sink, Aquaculture & Fisheries Extension Specialist – Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 

Service recommends glyphosate in most cases due to the safety of fish, livestock and humans. 
 

Rodeo, Aquamaster, Eraser AQ, Touchdown Pro, and AquaNeat are liquid glyphosate 

formulations and have been effective on water primrose. These are broad spectrum, systemic 

herbicides. Systemic herbicides are absorbed and move within the plant to the site of action. 

Systemic herbicides tend to act more slowly than contact herbicides. An aquatically registered 

surfactant (see the label) will have to be added to the glyphosate solution for good results. 
 

One danger with any chemical control method is the chance of oxygen depletion after the 

treatment caused by the decomposition of the dead plant material. Oxygen depletions can kill 

fish in the pond. If the pond is heavily infested with weeds it may be possible (depending on the 

herbicide chosen) to treat the pond in sections and let each section decompose for about two 

weeks before treating another section. Aeration, particularly at night, for several days after 

treatment, may help control the oxygen depletion. 

 

One common problem in using aquatic herbicides is determining area and/or volume of the pond 

or area to be treated. To assist you with these determinations see SRAC #103 Calculating Area 

and Volume of Ponds and Tanks. 

Many aquatically registered herbicides have water use restrictions (See General Water Use 

Restrictions). To see the labels for these products click on the name. Always read and follow all 

label directions. Check label for specific water use restrictions. 

 

Glyphosate lists 0 (zero) days after treatment of glyphosate to allow humans to drink, swim or 

fish. Fish and livestock also have 0 days after treatment of glyphosate. 

 

Cultivation Options 

Water primrose can be propagated by transplanting whole plants into moist soils during the 

early spring. However, water primrose can be an aggressive invader of ponds. 
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David Graf 

Extension Agent- Ag/Natural Resources 

Wichita County, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension  

600 Scott Street, Ste. 200 

Wichita Falls, Tx. 76301 

940-716-8610 
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