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60th Texas A & M Beef Cattle Short Course 

A look at the past and future aspects of beef cattle production in Texas will be 

one of the highlights at the 60th Texas A&M Beef Cattle Short Course scheduled 

Aug. 4-6 at Texas A&M University in College Station.  

“Cattle production in Texas has certainly been a sea of change over the past five 

years,” said Dr. Jason Cleere, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service beef cattle 

specialist in College Station and conference coordinator. “We think beef short 

course attendees will want to learn more about what is ahead of us in terms of 

cattle inventories and how quickly we might rebuild cow herds. And, of course, 

we certainly are keeping a close eye on the cost of production and how we can 

fine tune our operations to improve the bottom line.” 

“There will be demonstrations on fence building, chute-side calf working, cattle 

behavior, penning and Brush Busters,” Cleere said. “These provide an opportuni-

ty for ranchers to see beef cattle production practices put to use. 

 “The goal of the short course each year is to provide the most cutting-edge infor-

mation that is needed by beef cattle producers. We think we have information for 

everyone to take home and apply to their operations.” 

Registration is $180 per person and includes educational materials, a copy of the 

600-page Beef Cattle Short Course proceedings, trade show admittance, admis-

sion to the prime rib dinner, lunches, breakfasts and daily refreshments.  

Early registration deadline ends July 30. Late registrations are accepted by in-

cluding late fees listed on the registration forms. For more, call Kay at 979-845-

7694 or 979-845-6931. A tentative schedule, list of hotels, sponsors and more are 

listed on the website. 

Private Pesticide Applicator  

Training/Testing 
Wed. July 23, 2014, 8:00 a.m. 

Wichita Co. Extension office 

600 Scott St. Wichita Falls, Texas. 

Call the Extension office for details 

940-716-8610. Due to changes by 

the TDA all testing after May 

28th Must be done in FW, Abi-

lene or one of 22 other locations. 

10th Annual Canola Meetings  

JULY 29th, 2014: 8am to 2:30pm - Enid Convention Hall in downtown Enid, Oklahoma  

JULY 30th, 2014: 8am to 2:30pm - Western Oklahoma State College in Altus, Oklahoma  

 

Free Lunch and Door Prizes 

Discussions on: 

 Previous Crop Overview 

 Weather and Climate Outlook 

 Variety and Hybrid Performance 

 Advanced Agronomics 

 Market Outlook 

 Crop Insurance 

 Pest Management 

Hosted by Oklahoma State University Extension, Kansas State University, Okanola, Oklaho-

ma Oilseed Commission, Great  Plains Canola Assn 



 

 

Cattle Trails Wheat and Stocker Conference 
July 29, 2014 

AGENDA 

 
8:00-8:45  Registration      

 

8:45-9:00  Welcome    David Graf, Wichita Co Ext. Agent 

 

9:00-9:45  Current Expectations for the   Stan Bevers, Professor & Extension  Economist 

  Wheat and Cattle Markets  Vernon, Texas  

 

9:45-10:30 Balancing Health and Nutrition: Dr. Chris Richards, Professor 

  Receiving Nutrition Programs   Extension & Research Beef Cattle Nutrition Specialist 

       Oklahoma State University: Stillwater, OK 

 

10:30-10:45 Break 

 

10:45-11:30 2014 Farm Bill Update and  Dr. Joe Outlaw, Professor & Extension Economist  

  Decision Making   Texas A & M AgriLife Services 

       College Station, Texas  

 

11:30-12:15 Wheat Forage and Varietal   Dr. Mark Gregory, Area Agronomist 

  Update     Oklahoma Cooperative Extension Service 

       Duncan, Oklahoma 

 

12:15-1:00 Lunch 

 

1:00-1:45 Stocker Cattle Health    Dr. Tom Hairgrove, Program Coordinator for  

  Management Update   Livestock and Food Animal Systems 

       Texas A & M AgriLife Service 

       College Station, Texas 

1:45-2:00 Evaluation & Wrap-up 

 

2:00  Adjourns 

    

Yes, Sign Me Up 
 

NAME ____________________________________________________________ 
ADDRESS _________________________________________________________ 
CITY ______________________________________________________________ 

  STATE/ZIP __________________________________________________________ 
PHONE ____________________________________________________________ 
EMAIL_____________________________________________________________ 

My check for $____________ is enclosed 
Registration $25         Make checks payable to: Wilbarger Project Fund  

Mail to Wichita County Extension Office, 600 Scott Street, Suite 200, Wichita Falls, Texas 76301 



 

 

Farm Bill Decision Aid Tool About Ready—But No Rush 

Software for the decision aid tool is about 90% complete according to Dr. Joe Out-

law, as of July 8. The only remaining step is his staff plugging in numbers from 

FSA by county.  His key points from an on-line webinar: 

**don’t try to learn all the INS/OUTS of the bill—rather plug in your numbers 

(ACRES and ACTUAL YIELD) for each farm and the decision tool will give you a 

comparison for the options available. In many cases it should be a relatively clear 

cut decision.  

** Because Texas is high risk for crop loss, it will pay to look at the added cost of 

SCO (supplemental coverage option) 

**Most likely signup will start about Jan. 2015 for crops already in the ground.  It 

could last 2-3 months.  

**Don’t just use 2014 or 2015 information to make your decision. this bill covers 

through 2018 and recent bills have had an extension. 

**It is recommended to plug in several price scenarios for your operation, especial-

ly worst case scenarios, as that is the most likely application of this program cover-

age, i.e. it is less likely to have an impact in good economic years. 

**A training session (s) is being scheduled for Wichita Falls in mid September. 

 

The website for the decision aid is: 

http://www.afpc.tamu.edu/models/decisionaid.php 

NEW AG PRODUCTION GROUP 

There has been interest in forming a discussion group for pro-

ducers and ag business. It would feature group discussion and 

guest speakers on topics selected by the participants. Some 

possible topics: looking at farm bill decisions; cattle, wheat 

market outlook; canola mgt; etc. If you are interested, contact 

the office or text or call David, 806-717-0171. You will be 

contacted with meeting details, which we will do in late  Au-

gust. 

http://www.afpc.tamu.edu/models/decisionaid.php


 

 

 

FORAGE INSURANCE SIGNFORAGE INSURANCE SIGNFORAGE INSURANCE SIGN---UP DEADLINEUP DEADLINEUP DEADLINE   

Writer: Kay Ledbetter, 806-677-5608, skledbetter@ag.tamu.edu 

Contact: DeDe Jones, 806-677-5600, DLJones@ag.tamu.edu 

 

AMARILLO – In spite of recent rains, livestock producers may be considering 

adding a layer of protection against drought loss on annual forage crops, and the 

deadline to sign up for that insurance is approaching, according to a Texas 

A&M AgriLife Extension Service specialist. 

The Rainfall Index – Annual Forage Insurance plan, referred to as RI-AF, is a 

risk policy designed to provide livestock producers the ability to buy protection 

against losses due to a lack of moisture, said DeDe Jones, AgriLife Extension 

risk management specialist in Amarillo. 

The sign-up deadline for RI-AF is July 15 for the fall growing season – Sept. 1, 

2014-March 31, 2015, and Dec. 15 for the spring season – March 1-Sept. 30, 

2015. All premium payments are due by Aug. 30, 2015. 

Jones said RI-AF is similar to Pasture Range and Forage Insurance, or PRF in-

surance, but the difference lies in the type of commodity covered. PRF covers 

perennial grasses such as pasture and hay, while RI-AF is strictly for annual for-

age crops, including but not limited to: winter small grains, such as wheat, oats, 

rye and triticale, and spring plantings such as sudan, haygrazer and millet. 

Under both insurance plans, payment is not determined by individual damages, 

but rather area losses based on a grid system, she said. A major difference be-

tween the two policies is that PRF allows producers to insure only a portion of 

their acreage, but RI-AF requires coverage on all certified acres not intended 

for grain production. 

Producers must also choose a maximum of three 2-month intervals per growing 

season per year, Jones said. Insured acres are then spread between time periods, 

with no more than 40 percent of the acres placed in any interval. 

Coverage levels between 70 and 90 percent are available, she said. Once cover-

age is selected, the producer chooses a productivity factor between 60 and 150 

percent. The productivity factor is a percentage of the established county base 

value for annual forage. Base value is a standard rate published by the Risk 

Management Agency for each county. 

The Rainfall Index determines RI-AF coverage, Jones said. This model uses 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Climate Prediction Center data and a 12-by-

12-mile grid system. Indemnities are calculated based on the deviation from 

normal precipitation within a grid for a specific period selected. 

 
Educational programs of the Texas AgriLife Extension Service are open to all citizens without regard to race, color, sex, disability, religion, age or national origin.  

The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating  
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