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Wed. May 25, 2016 

8:00 a.m. till about noon 

Wichita Co. Extension Office 

600 Scott St. Wichita Falls, TX  

*Call the Extension office for 

details at 940-716-8610. 

*TDA testing can now be done 

at MSU in Wichita Falls/ $64.00 

TDA increases in Private  

license fees take  

effect in January 2016, at 

$100. 

LOW INTEREST EMERGENCY DISASTER LOANS 

Wichita County Judge Woody Gossom issued a notice from the U.S. Secre-

tary of Agriculture that Wichita County has been designated eligible to ap-

ply for low-interest emergency disaster loans from USDA as a result of a 

winter storm that was declared by FEMA for 41 counties in Oklahoma.  The 

storm began December 26, 2015and ended January 5, 2016. Unfortunately, 

Texas counties are not eligible for FEMA or SBA assistance for this 

Oklahoma event.  For more information contact your local FSA Office or 

call Steve Logan at 512-424-7732 

W.Nim Kidd, CEM, Assistant Director Texas Dept. of Safety 

WHEAT VARIETY TOUR + 2 CEU 
Thursday, April 28  

11 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., including lunch 

At the test plots on Highway 240, midway between Payton Rd and Moeller 

Rd, on the north side. There is an AgriLife sign there in case you want to 

stop by and look at the plots anytime. It was treated with fungicide about 3 

weeks ago.  40 varieties are in the trial 

IN THE WORKS 

**Mesquite trial for 10  different products, including new experimental prod-

ucts for basal and foliar treatments. Target trees will be 6 feet tall or lower. 

Treatment window will be June-August with a minimum of 2 sites. There will 

be evaluations 50 days after treatment and 1 and 2 years after treatment.  

**Soil Moisture trial is being planned to compare soil moisture changes dur-

ing the season for cover crops vs. non-cover crop; also to compare changes for 

soil moisture in various stages of terminating cover crops. 

HANDY WEBSITE- SOIL TEMPS, MORE 
Soil temp, soil moisture, plant available water, wind speed, and more from 

Mesonet sites, including sites at Grandfield, Okla. and national sites as well. 

http://www.mesonet.org/index.php/weather/local/ 

http://www.mesonet.org/index.php/weather/local/


 

 

INSECTICIDE EAR TAG RECALL- Tolfenpro® 

 
Out of an abundance of caution, Bayer Animal Health is initiating a voluntary product recall for Tolfenpro Insecti-

cide Ear Tags.  Bayer has decided to voluntarily issue a recall of Tolfenpro based on early reports of some cattle ex-

periencing eye irritation that may be linked to the product.  At this time, Bayer is collecting information and investi-

gating the potential causes of the eye irritation. Previous licensing and field studies did not show indication of eye 

irritation in the study populations.  If producers notice any eye irritation in cattle that have been tagged with Tolfen-

pro, they should remove the tags immediately and report the adverse event to Bayer at 800-255-6826. If producers 

have not noticed any eye irritation they can leave the tags in animals that have already been tagged, as directed by 

the product label. However, if producers are not comfortable leaving Tolfenpro ear tags in animals they need to re-

port that they are removing the tags to Bayer at 800-255-6826.  When handling Tolfenpro, you should follow the 

personal protection equipment requirements outlined on the product label.  Bayer voluntarily issued the recall of 

Tolfenpro to ensure the health and safety of cattle.  This does not impact any other Bayer ear tag or insecticide prod-

uct and Bayer offers several other ear tag and insecticide options.  For additional information, contact Dr. Sonja 

Swiger, Assistant Professor & Extension Entomologist Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service, Stephenville. 

slswiger@ag.tamu.edu or 254-968-4144. 

BEWARE SORGHUM PEST—SUGARCANE APHID PRODUCT  

 
Excerpts from writer: Rod Santa Ana, 956-878-8317, r-santaana@tamu.edu 

 

AgriLife Extension experts say sorghum producers can now use Transform for sugarcane aphids with the granting of 

Section 18. That is an emergency exemption allowing use of a pesticide on a specific crop for the management of a 

specific insect pest for a given time period. In this case, the exemption became effective April 8, 2016 and will ex-

pire April 8, 2017. 

 

Sugarcane aphids can explode in dry weather, sucking sap from sorghum plant leaves and depositing “honeydew,” a 

sticky waste that clogs harvesting equipment. They can also move into the grain head, slowing the ripening process 

and thus reducing both quality and yield. WICHITA COUNTY WITNESSED THIS LAST YEAR. 

 

Sivanto is another product that has been available for use against the sugarcane aphids in sorghum since 2015. How-

ever, it has not been used in a large area, so growers don’t have a proven track record with Sivanto and they are 

sometimes hesitant to use a new product. Sivanto may cost a little more than Transform, but there is data indicating 

it may last a little longer. 

 

Populations of the insect have already been reported this year in South Texas on johnsongrass and surviving grain 

sorghum volunteer. 

 

The Section 18 label states that Transform cannot be applied three days prior to bloom until seed set to prevent the 

product from coming into contact with bees that may in the field collecting pollen. 

 

Contacts: Danielle Sekula-Ortiz Danielle.Sekula@ag.tamu.edu 

Brad Cowan, b-cowan@tamu.edu 

Dr. Charles Allen, ctallen@ag.tamu.edu 

Dr. Robert Bowling, Robert.Bowling@ag.tamu.edu 

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLIFE Extension Service are open to all citizens without regard to race, color, sex, disability, religion, age 
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