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Relevance 
Wharton County ranks 17th in the State in total agricultural receipts and 2nd in the State in total value of 
crops, including nursery and greenhouse production. The 2012 Census of Agriculture for Wharton County 
reports $373,637,000 in total agricultural receipts.  Cotton, corn, grain sorghum, and soybeans are among the 
chief agricultural products in Wharton County, totaling 188,686.11 acres planted for the 2016 crop 
production year.  As costs of production continue to increase, applied research is needed to evaluate new 
emerging technologies to determine their feasibility in local farming systems.  

In 2018, cotton producers faced an EPA mandated Auxin Specific Applicator training for cotton and soybean 
producers planting Xtendflex cotton varies and using dicamba technology herbicides such as Xtendimax, 
FeXapan, and Engenia.  In addition to education on emerging pests, producers also sought education on a 
newly released Seed Cotton program by USDA, and education on drift minimization and temperature 
inversions following increased adoption of Enlist and Xtendimax herbicides. 

Response 

The Wharton County Row Crops Committee planned, conducted, and evaluated educational programs and applied 
research projects for the 2018 crop production year.  An annual Upper Gulf Coast Feed Grain and Cotton Conference  
was held on January 11, 2018 as a multi-county program in El Campo, Texas (Wharton County) – Wharton, 
Matagorda, and Colorado County cooperating.  The 2018 EPA mandated Auxin Specific Applicator Training was 
conducted by the Wharton County Extension Office as part of the Feed Grain and Cotton Conference, and at multiple 
meetings  in the months to follow. 

On February 19, 2019 a webinar was hosted in El Campo to educate cotton producers about the Seed Cotton Program, 
passed by Congress in February 2018 as an effort to get cotton back in Title 1 of the farm bill.  This is an issue that the 
cotton industry, led by the National Cotton Council with support from South Texas Cotton & Grain Association, has 
worked on for the past three years.  

On July 17, 2018, The Wharton County Row Crops Committee hosted a Cotton Turn Row Meeting in Crescent, Texas.  
Topics addressed cotton varieties and late season issues, minimizing off-target herbicide movement, and newly 
implemented Worker Protection Standard (WPS) requirements by the EPA  for pesticide workers and handlers. 

 

 



 

Three committee members also served as Result Demonstration Cooperators.  The following result demonstrations 
were conducted in 2018: 

• 2018 Wharton County Grain Sorghum Uniform Hybrid Trial with cooperating grower and committee member 
Duane Lutringer – El Campo, Texas. 

• 2018 Wharton County Corn Uniform Hybrid Trial with cooperating grower and committee member Terry 
Marek – Pierce, Texas. 

• 2018 Replicated Agronomic Cotton Evaluation (RACE) Trial with cooperating grower and committee member 
Michael Beard – El Campo, Texas. 

Results 

Upper Gulf Coast Feed Grain and Cotton Conference 
To determine the programmatic results of the Upper Gulf Coast Feed Grain and Cotton Conference, a 
retrospective post evaluation instrument completed the day of the event.  44 of 100 completed evaluations.    
73.3% of respondents indicated that they intend to adopt practices that prevent the off target 
movement of dicamba herbicides; 65.2% intend to adopt bollworm management strategies.   Participants 
reported 49,968 acres managed, and a total anticipated economic benefit to their operations of $355,657 or 
$7.12 per acre.  
 

Client Change Level of Understanding:  Upper Gulf Coast Feed Grain and Cotton Conference 
 

TOPICS 
Mean 
Value 

BEFORE 

Mean 
Value 

AFTER 

Percent 
Increase 

Understanding of the 2017 high plains fumonisin event 
and how it relates to local corn 

1.68 3.41 57.7% 

Anyone applying Engenia, Xtendimax or FeXapan 
must attend the auxin training each year.. 

1.9 3.71 60.3% 

 

February 19, 2018 Seed Cotton Farm Program Training 
Twenty-five (25) cotton producers attended a training program for the 2018 Seed Cotton Program.  Cotton 
producers increased their knowledge of how the Seed Cotton Program will provide risk management to their 
2018 cotton crop, as a result of the inclusion of Cotton as a Title 1 farm program in the 2014 Farm Bill.  
Producers were informed of how to convert Generic Base Acres in to Seed Cotton acres, along with 
pertinent sign up dates for PLC/ARC in 2018. 

July 17, 2018 Cotton Turn Row Meeting 
Fifteen (15) cotton producers attended the July 17, 2018 Cotton Turn Row Meeting in Crescent, Texas.  
Participants increased their knowledge of cotton varieties and late season issues, how to minimize off-target 
herbicide movement, and how to comply with Worker Protection Standard requirements for pesticide 
workers and handlers. 

Auxin Specific Applicator Trainings 
Two Hundred Thirty-two (232) pesticide license holders completed the special training required by the EPA  
for the new dicamba formulations applied on tolerant cotton and soybean crops. Cotton and soybean 
producers received this required training at one of six scheduled Auxin Specific Trainings held from January 
through April. 

Result Demonstrations and Applied Research 
Results for all applied research projects conducted in Wharton County are posted, and can be downloaded at 
http://varietytesting.tamu.edu 

 

http://varietytesting.tamu.edu/


 

 


