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COLLEGE STATION – High populations of horse flies, a 

stubborn and difficult biting fly to control, have caused prob-

lems for Texas livestock producers this year, said a Texas A&M 

AgriLife Extension Service expert. Dr. Sonja Swiger, AgriLife 

Extension entomologist, Stephenville, said reports of horse fly infestations are higher than 

she’s ever experienced during her 11-year career. “It’s the worst year I’ve seen,” she said. 

“We don’t have much data on seasonal horse fly populations to compare, but we can specu-

late that all the rain we’ve had the last few years has created the right environmental condi-

tions for higher horse fly numbers.” 
Swiger said numbers should begin to wane because temperatures have risen to more in-

hospitable levels. But the pest can resurge with later summer rains or in the fall. Despite the 

name, horse flies are not host-specific and will feed on opportune human and animal hosts, 

she said. Like mosquitoes, only female horse flies bite because they need the host’s blood 

for egg production, Swiger said. But unlike mosquitoes, horse flies cut the host and con-

sume blood as it drips from the wound. Horse flies only bite and feed once a day, she said.  
Femal horse flies, Tabanus americanus, can be a stubborn, aggressive blood feeder. Re-

ports of the pest have been especially high. (Texas A&M AgriLife Extension photo by Dr. 

Bart Drees) Swiger said horse flies typically stay in shaded areas, such as along tree lines. 

They consume carbohydrates, such as nectars and honeydew, but females will range from 

cover to hunt hosts once a day. 
Horse flies typically lay eggs over winter and in early spring, she said. Eggs are typically 

laid in shady, semi-aquatic to moist areas, including around the edges of ponds or water 

tanks. “They can be in any number of locations, and that makes them hard to treat effective-

ly,” she said. “The larvae are maggots, but they look like maggots on steroids. They are also 

very predacious and will feed on each other.” 

CONTROL OPTIONS 
Controlling horse flies is difficult, Swiger said. But a few things can help reduce numbers 

and relieve animal bites. There is no available data focused on the effectiveness of pours 

designed to curtail horse flies, Swiger said. But pyrethroid, especially synthetic pyrethroid-

based pours, have been shown to provide temporary relief. And most synthetic pyrethroid 

products are not labeled for horses. 
“There’s just not much labeled for horses, and even on cattle those chemicals don’t do 

much to deter horse flies,” she said. “Permethrins may work, but again, it’s going to be lim-

ited relief.” The best defense for horses is to move them from the infested area, into a barn 

or to cover them with lightweight summer sheets designed to stop biting flies and mosqui-

toes, she said. Traps specifically designed for horse flies can reduce numbers in infested 

areas, Swiger said. 
“They are visual hunters so many traps look like a black ball, which mimics the belly of 

an animal,” she said. “We trapped 350 horseflies and 200 deerflies over a 10-week period in 
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Description 
Oleander is an introduced, evergreen, ornamental 
shrub or tree (depending on pruning) 15 to 25 feet tall. 
Leaves are entire and leathery, essentially hairless, up 
to 12 inches long and 1.5 inches across. They are po-
sitioned opposite or in whorls of three or four. Each has 
a prominent midrib with secondary veins parallel to 
each other extending to the leaf margin. 
The variously colored, showy, odorless flowers are 
produced in clusters at the ends of the branches. 
 

Habitat 
Oleander is a native of the Mediterranean region and is 
widely planted in the southern United States. It is often 
found as an ornamental in eastern, central and south-
ern Texas. It is not cold hardy and often sustains top-
kill in the winter. Although it is naturalized in Texas, 
there are few, if any, escaped populations. 
 

Toxic Agent 
Oleandrin, a cardiac glycoside, is the most prominent 
toxin in oleander, which is probably the most toxic plant 
in Texas. As little as 0.005 percent of an animal's body 
weight of dry leaves may be lethal - as few as 10 to 20 
medium-sized leaves may kill an adult horse. It is toxic 

Name that Plant? Common Oleander 
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to all animal species, and many livestock and pets are 
poisoned, usually because they consumed oleander 
clippings or dead leaves. 
The green leaves of the growing shrubs are bitter and 
are therefore seldom eaten. The wilted clippings and 
dead leaves remain toxic, are palatable and are readi-
ly consumed. Compost containing oleander leaves 
has also been incriminated in poisoning. 
 

Signs of Livestock Ingestion 
Consumption of this highly toxic plant causes cardiac 
failure. Signs in poisoned animals develop within 4 
hours and can include: Sudden 
death (no observed clinical 
signs; Colic; Weakness; Lack 
of rumen muscle tone; Saliva-
tion; Very fast or slow heart 
rate. 

 
The Annual Waller County Master Gardener Tree is now open online and will be availa-

ble until September 30, 2019.   Texas AgriLife experts agree that Fall is the best season for planting new 

trees so they have time to get established in their new homes well before the stress of our hot sum-

mers.  That means now is the best time to buy!   

 
This year we are offering over 40 expertly curated varieties and pollinating pairs specifically suited to 

Waller and Harris county environments. Some quantities are limited so shop early for the best selec-

tion.  All sales are by pre-order only, and all purchases must be picked up on October 26, 2019, at the 

Waller County Fairgrounds (21988 FM 359, Hempstead, TX.) 

 

We offer two options for selection and purchase: 
 1.         At our website https://txmg.org/wallermg/treesale/ with secure credit card payment 

through PayPal. 
 2.         In person at the Waller County Extension office (846 6th St., Hempstead), Monday 

through Friday 9:00 am to Noon (except holidays), by cash, check, or credit card.  

 

Call us at 979-826-7651 if you have any questions  

https://txmg.org/wallermg/treesale/


 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension provides equal opportunities in its programs and employment to all persons, regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national origin, disability, 
age, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation, or gender identity. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commis-
sioners Courts of Texas Cooperating 

 

Continued from pg. 1 

Master Naturalist Program--One-on-One Time with 

Houston's Gardening Guru:  Randy Lemmon, KTRH 

Garden Line 
Thursday, September 5 6:00 PM social, 6:30 PM program 
Rosenberg Convention Center, 3825 Texas 36 South, Ros-

enberg, TX, USA 
 Randy Lemmon discusses Why Does It Seem That Or-

ganics Haven't Taken Hold in this Market?  And then 

opens the floor to all your gardening questions.  His latest 

book will be available for purchase and signing. 
 The Texas Master Naturalists are sponsored by Texas 

Parks and Wildlife Department and Texas A&M AgriLife 

Extension Service.  For additional information call 281-

633-7033 or email mmcdowell@ag.tamu.edu 

 Free and Open to the Public 
Conducted by Coastal Prairie Chapter – Texas Master Nat-

uralists 

Website: https://txmn.org/coastal/    
FACEBOOK  https://www.facebook.com/TXMNCoastal/ 

 Master Naturalist Sept Program--

One-on-One Time with Houston's 

Gardening Guru:  Randy Lemmon 
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The Multi-County New Landowner Education program 

is a series of 6 informational meetings, seminars, and 

field days designed to make new/small landowners in 

Grimes & Waller Counties aware of what types of agri-

cultural enterprises are best for their property.  Partici-

pants in the program will hear from experts in a variety 

of fields in agriculture about best management practices 

that can be implemented on their own property.  This 

innovative program assists new landowners in under-

standing the concepts of rural living.  Participants in the 

program are given exposure to ideas on raising livestock 

and horses, plant identification, applying pesticides, soil 

testing, stock pond management, pond construction, and 

much more.  The program also serves as a way for new 

residents of the two counties to network and meet new 

people in their communities, find out what can be done 

on their land, what operations can be successful, and 

possibly what opportunities they have to serve the com-

munity. 

  
The programs will be held on the third Thursday of the 

months of August and September.  Each month’s meet-

ing will be held at different locations in one of the two 

counties. The meetings begin at 6pm and will last be-

tween 2 hours depending on the topic.  The cost for the 

program series is $15 per person per meeting.  Continu-

ing Education Units (CEU’s) for pesticide applicators 

will be offered as they are applicable.  A great meal will 

be provided at every meeting.  There are only 2 left in 

the series: 

August 22nd – Forage Production & Livestock 

Production, Waller County 

September 21st – Private Applicator Infor-

mation, Grimes County 

The fifth meeting for the 2019 series will take place on 

Thursday, August 22, 2019 at the Waller County Com-

munity Center in Waller County located at 21274 FM 

1098 in Prairie View.  This session will focus on Forage 

& Livestock Production and stocking rates with Dr. Lar-

ry Redmon with the Texas AgriLife Extension Service. 

Don’t miss this wonderful opportunity! 

 
For more information please contact the Texas A&M 

AgriLife Extension Office in Grimes County at 936-873-

3907 or Waller County at 979-826-7651. 

Check out the Fliers in the back of the newsletter! 

two counties for a study. So, 

they do work. We just don’t 

have enough data yet to say how 

effective they are.” Swiger 

noted another concern about 

higher-than-normal horse fly 

numbers – anthrax. The spe-

cies are known vectors of the 

disease, but the extent of their 

role in spreading the disease 

is unknown. https://

tinyurl.com/yxwbugn9 
Horseflies have a maximum range similar to 

most flies – five to 10 miles – though most fly 

populations remain relatively close to the breed-

ing ground where they emerged, she said. “We 

don’t expect horse flies to spread the disease out-

side the affected area. It’s just something worth 

noting because there have been so many cases of 

anthrax this year,” she said. “We can’t confirm 

that it’s related to the above-average horse fly 

populations, but it’s certainly possible and some-

thing we want to learn more about.” 

Femal horse flies, Taba-
nus americanus, can be 

a stubborn, aggressive 

blood feeder. Reports of 
the pest have been espe-

cially high. (Texas A&M 

AgriLife Extension 

photo by Dr. Bart Drees 

mailto:mmcdowell@ag.tamu.edu
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__click.icptrack.com_icp_relay.php-3Fr-3D98709121-26msgid-3D479584-26act-3D2NOE-26c-3D1170555-26destination-3Dhttps-253A-252F-252Ftxmn.org-252Fcoastal-252F&d=DwMFaQ&c=r_tSStIHV2ie60z4DgB-pQ&r=cQ_cks6mVgEOl9K4f
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.facebook.com_TXMNCoastal_&d=DwMFaQ&c=r_tSStIHV2ie60z4DgB-pQ&r=cQ_cks6mVgEOl9K4fEThrzorocAtqBIOM3hyDHlslJE&m=Mb9Oqh5Ov0yNz9CxCWuBqnSxl9A6wqSKPs284pMTGUY&s=ypkmT81b8Y21ls5FKqmaayEbzXcMd4Dg53WfEVZjF2s&e=
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Like us on Facebook 
Waller County 

Extension Office 

We have a Soil & Forage Probe that can be rented out 
to take samples.  $50 Deposit which is returned when 

the probe is brought back and not damaged. For more 
information or to check out one of these items please 
call the office.  

Jackie Seawright 

4-H Program Assistant 

Jackie.seawright@ag.tamu.edu 


