
 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension provides equal opportunities in its programs and employment to all persons, regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national origin, disability, 
age, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation, or gender identity. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commis-
sioners Courts of Texas Cooperating 

 Since last September we have had several new faces that 

have joined our team. Along with those new faces our office has 

had some major update as well. So if you have not seen the office 

you might stop by. Then talk to some of our new Staff members. 
 Stedman Douglas moved to Prairie View from Jamaica 

where he studied  Animal Science and minor in Biology. Upon 

graduation he worked in Houston where he taught Agricultural 

Science and Physics for four years. His career in Agriculture started in 

Jamaica where he worked on his father’s farm; at the age of 22 he owned and operated 

a 25 acres farm, and worked as an Extension officer in Jamaica for 5 years. Stedman 

decided to continue in the field of his passion so he joined the Coop-

erative Extension Program at  Prairie View A&M University where 

he worked as a Program Associate.  After a year he decided his 

skills would be more useful as an Extension agent in Waller County.  
 Bridget Minchuk grew up on a farm in southern Illinois and 

was very active in 4-H and FFA throughout high school.  She at-

tended Saint Mary-of-the Woods College in Indiana and received a 

bachelor’s degree in Early Childhood Education. After teaching pre-

school for three years in Illinois, she married her husband, Scott, and 

they moving to Texas for his job in 2014.  After working at Step by 

Step Christian School in Tomball for over three years, she realized 

how much she missed agriculture and decided to make a career 

change.  She is so happy she has found a home with the Waller 

County Extension Office and looks forward to serving the Waller 

County agriculture community.  
 Clara Walker, Family & Community Health Extension 

Agent in Waller County for the Cooperative Extension Program at 

PVAMU. She is a native of Waller County and has extensive experi-

ence in the field of money management. Clara received her Master’s 

in Human Development and her B.S. in Juvenile Justice from Prairie 

View A&M University. Clara provides programming to the underserved and un-

derrepresented citizens in Waller County. She will provide information on emerging 

family issues including cyber bullying, bullying, teenagers’ behavior, parenting, 

grandparents parenting again, and conflict and anger management as 

well as childhood obesity and health and wellness topics. 
 Our new summer intern, Cassidy Meyer is our newest face. 

She is from Sealy and a recent graduate of Texas State University 

with a Bachelors of Science in Agriculture, Major in Animal Science 

Integrated Ranch and Natural Resources Management. Cassidy said, 

“As a person who loves agriculture and all it has to give to the world, 

it has always been a dream of mine to share that love and educate 

people about agriculture.” 
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 47th South Central Texas 
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The Waller County Junior Master Gardeners 
wrapped up the summer with a graduation 
ceremony on August 8, 2018, at the Field 

Store Community Center.  The class started in June with 
nine energetic students that wanted to learn about gar-
dening.  The classes began with the students learning 
about plant parts, how plants reproduce, what plants 
need to survive and why we need plants.  We had a prop-
agation class where the class was able to learn about how 
to make cuttings of plants and they took home several 
plants to watch them grow.  Next they learned about the 
different types of soil and how water flows through the 
various types of soils.  They also learned about composting.  Lisa Green from the Magic Worm Ranch joined our 
class to teach them about vermicomposting and the group had a great time playing with the worms.  Waller 
County Extension Agent Stacie Villarreal came by to teach the kids about how plants and animals interact in na-
ture to form a balanced system.  The class participated in a recycled art show where they showed off their creativ-
ity with bottles, cans, cardboard boxes, and paper.  Each student planted a container garden and they were able 
to watch them grow over the next few weeks.  After graduation, each student took their garden home.  One of our 
new Master Gardeners, Harvey Newman dropped by to teach the group about bees and other pollinators in the 
garden.  The bug suckers were a huge success as students tried to perfect the art of catching insects for observa-
tion.  Deb Cates taught the group about landscape design.  The group also participated in vegetable and fruit tast-
ing labs where they were able to sample some things they may have never seen or tried before.  All of this was 
done using fun games, hands on experiments and the help of several volunteers.   
 Each student had to complete one group activity and one individual project for each section we covered, 
along with a service project for each chapter to receive their certificates.  We had seven students complete the 
program, Austin and Jacob Benge, Brooke Herr, Abigail Metcalf, Jett and Steele Pate and Jacob Wilkins.    The 
other two students, Cash and Cinder Payne, will be finishing up in the next few weeks and receiving their certifi-
cates.  Not only did the group receive their Certificates for becoming Junior Master Gardeners but they were also 
presented with bug catching nets that were built by Teresa Dodds and decorated by the kids.  Our class Valedicto-
rian, Jacob Wilkins, who asked if he could complete more than one project per section (he finished the entire 
book), was awarded a pair of gardening shears.  Brooke Herr was awarded a water can for being the Most Help-
ful.  She offered to water the garden and sweep up at the end of the day.  Austin and Jacob Benge were a little late 
for class one day because they had to catch some bugs to share with the class.  They both received bug catching 
kits as the Best Bug Catchers.  Abigail Metcalf was awarded pair of garden gloves as Miss Congeniality for always 
having a big smile and a kind word for everyone.  Jett Pate and Cash Payne were honored with magnifying clas-
ses as Most Creative for the city they designed and the story to go with it in our recycled art show.  Steele Pate 
was awarded a magnifying class as Most Focused when doing his work in class.  Cinder Payne was awarded a pair 
of garden gloves for the Best Use of Materials in the recycled art show for the leaf collection album she made. 
 Thank you to all of our sponsors who helped to make this year a success.  The Waller County Master Gar-
deners, Hempstead Garden Club, and Waller County 4-H for help in purchasing supplies and shirts for the class.  
Haney Feed and Tractor Supply in Waller both donated the seeds we used for our garden and various other pro-
jects.  The Field Store Community Center donated the use of the facility for us to hold class and teach the group 
about gardening.  Not only did the Magic Worm Ranch come out to teach the group about vermicomposting but 
they also provided kits that contained worm castings and seeds for them to grow. 
 None of this would have been possible without the hard work of the volunteers that helped to make it a 
success.  Leaders Suzanne Anderson, Cheryl Thomas, Toni Thomas and Teresa Dodds spent countless hours pre-
paring lessons for the classes.  Master Gardeners Lori King, Kennedy Page, Arian Kaufman and Julie Lepper vol-
unteered their time to help out the group by teaching classes and helping the students.  Waller County Extension 
Agent Stacie Villarreal took time out of her busy day to come help educate the group.  Master Gardeners Harvey 
Newman and Deb Cates stepped in to teach a class.  A special thank you to the parents for allowing us the privi-
lege of working with your kids this summer to instill a love of gardening which we hope they will continue to pur-
sue. 
 Plans are already in the works for next year’s program.  We hope to reach more kids in Waller County 
and share our love of gardening with them. 

Master Gardeners:  Jr. Master Gardener Program 
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Name that Plant?  Macartney Rose 

Description 
Macartney rose is an introduced, warm-season peren-
nial of the Rose family. It is an evergreen shrub that 
can grow to almost 10 feet tall. This plant is commonly 
considered an invasive species or pest. Historically, 
Macartney rose was planted on Texas landscapes as a 
living fence. 
The stems have paired, very broad-based prickles. 
Each leaf is made up of five to nine tough, thick leaf-
lets. The leaflets are lustrous above and a 
duller green beneath. 
The flowers occur singly or in groups of one to 
three on short stalks. The flower petals are 
white. The fruit is round or spherical like that 
of other members of the Rose family. 
Macartney rose has no grazing value for live-
stock or wildlife but may serve as escape cov-
er for rodents and other small mammals. 

Habitat 
This shrub grows in disturbed areas, rangeland, pas-
tureland, drainage 
ditches and river 
bottoms, and along 
roadsides and fence 
lines. 
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Expert: Texas Outdoor enthusiasts, livestock producers, 

homeowners advised to watch for new tick, Source AgriLife Today,  Writer: Steve Byrns 

STEPHENVILLE – Confirmed reports of the longhorned tick, Haemaphysalis longicornis, in seven states have 
prompted a Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service entomologist to alert Texans to its possible arrival here.  
 Dr. Sonja Swiger, AgriLife Extension veterinary/medical entomologist at Stephenville, said the longhorned 
tick isn’t named for the iconic bovine symbol of the Lone Star State, but rather for the distinctive, but underrated 
“horns” sprouting from a portion of its head.  “This tick is a relative newcomer to the United States and though it has 
not been confirmed here in Texas, it has been confirmed in Arkansas,” she said. “It’s not at all choosy about who or 
upon what mammal it feeds on or who it dines with, as it has been found feeding right alongside other external par-
asites.”  Some ticks, like the cattle fever tick, prefer to complete their life cycle on a single host. Not the longhorned 
tick, which Swiger said is a three-host tick, meaning it requires three different hosts to complete its life cycle. Ani-
mals on the menu include, but are not limited to: cattle, white-tailed deer, horses, goats, sheep, dogs, cats, opos-
sum, birds and raccoon. 
 Swiger said she has no reports of it feeding on people in the U.S., though 
it is known to attack people in Asia and the Pacific. She did say the longhorned 
tick is not a known carrier of the pathogen causing Lyme disease.  “Even though 
there are no reports of it being a Lyme disease carrier, this tick is a known vector 
of several bacterial, viral and protozoan disease agents that affect both livestock 
and humans,” Swiger said. “So, it’s worth keeping an eye on. 
 “It’s an exotic East Asian tick, originally from China, which moved to Aus-
tralia and then to different locations in the Pacific and eventually here,” Swiger 
said. “It’s highly adaptive to a broad range of climates as evidenced by the six 
states where it’s been documented, which along with Arkansas, include New Jer-
sey, Virginia, West Virginia, North Carolina, New York and Pennsylvania. So, it’s 
at home in climates from tropical to temperate and is also quite cold tolerant.” 
 Swiger said it’s an aggressive biter that frequently builds intensive infes-
tations on domestic hosts such as livestock.  “Their presence causes great stress 
to the animal, which translates to reduced growth and production, and exsanguin-
ation, or serious blood loss,” she said.  To make matters worse, Swiger said the tick is parthenogenetic, meaning 
females can reproduce without a male, so a single fed female tick can create a whole population by herself.     
 To prevent and offset concerns, Swiger said producers, homeowners and hunters this fall should consider 
conducting surveillance of ticks on their livestock, pets and harvested game and submit any suspicious ticks they 
find to: Texas Animal Health Commission, State-Federal Laboratory 

Longhorned ticks, Haemaphysalis longi-
cornis, pictured on a U.S. dime. The 
smaller tick is a nymph, the other is an 
adult female. (Photo by James Gathany, 
provided by Anna Perea, Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention) 
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Texas A&M AgriLife 
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Waller County Office & 
Cooperative Extension 

Program 

846 6th Street  

Hempstead, TX 77445 
 

Phone: 979-826-7651 

Fax: 979-826-7654 

We’re on the web 

http://waller.agrilife.org/ 

Stacie Villarreal 
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stacie.villarreal@ag.tamu.edu 

Amanda Shortt 
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Family and Community Health 

amanda.shortt@ag.tamu.edu 

Clara Walker 

CEP Extension Agent 

Family and Community Health 

clwalker@pvamu.edu 
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CEP Extension Agent 
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Stedman Douglas 

CEP Extension Agent 

Ag/Natural Resources 

Stedman.douglas@ag.tamu.edu 

Bridget Minchuk 

Assistant Office Manager 

Bridget.minchuk@ag.tamu.edu 

Debbie Tiner 

Office Manager 

dgtiner@ag.tamu.edu 

Like us on Facebook 
Waller County 

Extension Office 

We have a Soil & Forage Probe that can be rented out 
to take samples.  $50 Deposit which is returned when 

the probe is brought back and not damaged. For more 
information or to check out one of these items please 
call the office.  


