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COLLEGE STATION – With June 1 marking the start of hurricane season, the Tex-

as A&M AgriLife Extension Service is reminding Texans the agency provides a 

wealth of disaster and emergency preparedness and recovery information. “Texas 

Extension Disaster Education Network website and the Texas A&M AgriLife Exten-

sion Bookstore website have a variety of this type of information, most of it availa-

ble free of charge or at a minimal cost,” said Dr. Monty Dozier, AgriLife Extension 

special assistant for Rebuild Texas, College Station. “These sites contain useful in-

formation provided by the agency and other Texas A&M University System experts, 

as well as experts from state and federal agencies and the national land-grant univer-

sity Extension system. In most cases, the information is also available in e-book for-

mat for mobile devices.” The Texas EDEN website: https://texashelp.tamu.edu & 

the bookstore website is at https://tinyurl.com/AgriLifeBookstore. 
 The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service has a wide range of infor-

mation and publications on emergency and disaster preparation and recovery. 

“While we can’t keep natural disasters like hurricanes from occurring, there’s still a 

lot we can do to prepare for them and help minimize the damage they may do to our 

homes or business,” said Dr. Parr Rosson, AgriLife Extension interim director, Col-

lege Station. “There’s also a lot we can do in the way of disaster preparation and re-

covery that will allow us to help keep our families healthy and safe.” Dr. Joyce 

Cavanagh, AgriLife Extension specialist in family development and resource man-

agement, College Station, said one of the best things Texans can do to prepare for an 

emergency is map out a family evacuation plan ahead of time and practice it. “The 

plan should include establishing escape routes and making sure to include all members of the household in a 

practice session,” she said. “And people should also have an emergency kit for their home, office and each 

vehicle with enough supplies for at least three days.” She said some essential kit contents include bottled wa-

ter, non-perishable foods, a hand-operated can opener, mouth/nose protection masks, extra clothing, first-aid 

kit, gloves, blankets, toiletries, battery- or hand-powered flashlight, weather radio, spare batteries, garbage 

bags, medications and anti-bacterial cleaners or wipes. “People in both urban and rural areas of the state 

should take steps to prepare for what may come from a hurricane to minimize damage and reduce the impact 

of its aftermath,” Dozier said. He said, for example, if a hurricane seems imminent property owners should 

remove any damaged or dead limbs from trees, secure trash cans and take any lawn furniture, plant contain-

ers, toys or other unsecured items and put them inside the garage or house. “Preparing animals is also im-

portant, especially for livestock due to their size, feed requirements and sheltering needs,” he said “Farmers 

and ranchers should devise an emergency plan to protect their livestock, including how to move them to 

higher ground. It should also include contingencies for food and water for livestock if resources become 

contaminated.” Dozier said two additional YouTube videos on livestock disaster preparation featuring Dr. 

Jason Cleere, AgriLife Extension beef cattle specialist, College Station, are available. The first video can be 

found: https://tinyurl.com/livestockhurricanevideo1 & https://tinyurl.com/livestockhurricanevideo2. In addi-

tion, the agency’s publication “Hurricane Preparedness for Livestock Producers” by Dr. Joe Paschal, 

AgriLife Extension livestock specialist, Corpus Christi, is available on the Texas EDEN and bookstore site. 
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Upcoming Dates 

 Backyard Basics TBA 

 Beef Cattle Short Course 

08/06-08/18 

 47th South Central Texas 

Cow-Calf Clinic 10/26/18 

Check for fliers in the 
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for more information 
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 Friday, April 6th, Master Gardeners Helen Sorenson, Deb. Cates, and Nora Knowles 

attended the conference awards banquet where WCMG received three awards for the four cate-

gories submitted.  
• In the Medium County Youth Junior Master Gardener Program division, a 2nd place was received. This 

program was designed and held last summer by Suzanne Anderson, Cheryl Thomas and Toni Thomas 

for Waller County youth.  

 
• In the Medium County Writers Education division, a 1st place was received. This was for the online Tree 

Sale Computer Program created by Kathy Marrack.  
 

• In the Medium County Outstanding Association, Waller County Master Gardeners received a 2nd place.  
 Congratulations to our Master Gardeners on their hard work!  

 
If you have questions about gardening please call the Extension office and ask to speak to one of our Master 

Gardeners.  

Master Gardeners: Awards 
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Description 
Wild indigo is a deep-rooted, perennial herb with bushy, 
branched, stout stems (often up to 3/8 inch at the 
base). Plants of some species may be as tall as 70 
inches, but many specimens reach less than 15 inches. 
The leaves are alternate with three deep lobes and two 
characteristic oblong structures attached at the base of 
the leaf stem. 
The yellow or white flowers (rarely bluish) are in termi-
nal or split spikes several inches long. In some species 
the spikes are erect and in others they hang like grape 
clusters. The fruit is a beaked pod containing two or 
more seeds. The dark gray or black leaf and stem color 
of the dead plants is a distinguishing feature of wild 
indigo. 

 
Habitat 
Various species of wild indigo are common in north 
central and eastern Texas. Texas species extend into 
Oklahoma, Louisiana, Arkansas and the eastern United 
States. They are usually found in sandy or sandy loam 
soil. 

 
Toxic Agent 
Alkaloids present in wild indigo are believed to be re-
sponsible for its toxicity. These plants are very unpalat-
able and consumption is rare except when the animal is 
forced to eat it in hay, as has happened with horses. 
There are also very infrequent reports of cattle being 
affected by these plants. 

 

Name that Plant?  Wild Indigo 

Signs of Livestock Ingestion 
Signs of poisoning are those of a gastrointestinal upset 
and include: colic, diarrhea, and, anorexia. 
In cases submitted to the Texas Veterinary Medical 
Diagnostic Laboratory, Baptisia-induced colic has been 
fatal to horses. 
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As we are (mostly) all experiencing the beginnings of 

a very dry, hot summer, it is a good time to be thinking of our stocking rates. When considering total 

forage use in a pasture, we often overlook exotics’ needs (and maybe even those of native wildlife). 
 

Dr. Frank and Dr. John Tomecek wanted to pass along  a chart that helps to understand forage needs 

by a variety of exotic hoof stock that you may have.   See the chart in the back of the newsletter. 

Stocking rates this summer 
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Pecan Nut Casebearer by: Bill Ree, Extension Program Specialist III-IPM 

After a cold/cool start to spring, night temperatures have finally warmed up and pecan nut casebearer 
activity seems to be in full swing. I received my first notice from Lavaca County of adults being collected 
in pheromone traps on April 23 and as of May 3 adult collections have now been recorded as far north 
as Comanche county.  
 
Although the pheromone is for pecan nut casebeaer, on an occasion other small dark moths may be 
collected with the most common being pecan bud moth, Gretchena bolliana.  Pecan bud moth tends to 
show up earlier than PNC and could throw off predions/calculations for egg lay and nut entry. PBM has 
more of a mottled color as shown in Figure 1.  

 
The key identification for pecan nut casebearer will be the ridge of scales that 
stands up and appears as a dark band near where the wings attach to the body as 
shown in Figure 2.  
 
Without the PNC Forecast model to make predictions on egg lay we do know that 
egg lay starts 7 to 10 days after the first significant catch (the first date of two con-
secutive collection dates) and nut entry will start 12 to 14 days after first significant 
collection date. Egg maturity time is 3 to 5 days depending on temperature and 
after emergence larvae will feed on secondary leaf buds for one or two days. Tex-

as A&M AgriLife commercial insect control guide for pecans: “Managing Insect 

and Mite Pests of Commercial Pecans in Texas” can be found at the follow-

ing website: http://www.texasinsects.org/tree-crops.html 
 
I think it is safe to say that first generation casebearer has 
passed here in Texas and now it is time to consider second 
generation. However, like everyone else I don’t want to be 
blindsided because I assumed there should not be a prob-
lem. Producers can put out fresh PNC lures and traps and 
monitor for adults and check for eggs. This is also a time 

when crop loads can be evaluated. 
 
If the crop load is considered good or better (50% of 
terminals with clusters) then second generation proba-

bly will not be an issue. However, if the crop is marginal or light then second 
generation could be a problem. Second generation eggs are more likely to be 
laid on the side of the nutlet as shown in the Figure 3 but I have on an occasion found eggs on the small 
dried up stigma. I take the approach that if there is a way to monitor to assist in making management 
decisions then I will. 

Figure 1 Pecan bud 

moth adults 

Figure 2 Pecan nut case-

bearer adult with arrow 

pointing to ridge of scales Figure 3 Second genera-

tion PNC egg 

http://www.texasinsects.org/tree-crops.html
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Cooperative Extension 

Program 

846 6th Street  

Hempstead, TX 77445 
 

Phone: 979-826-7651 

Fax: 979-826-7654 

We’re on the web 

http://waller.agrilife.org/ 
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stacie.villarreal@ag.tamu.edu 
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amanda.shortt@ag.tamu.edu 

Clara Walker 

CEP Extension Agent 
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Stedman Douglas 

CEP Extension Agent 
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Stedman.douglas@ag.tamu.edu 

Bridget Minchuk 

Assistant Office Manager 

Bridget.minchuk@ag.tamu.edu 

Debbie Tiner 

Office Manager 

dgtiner@ag.tamu.edu 

Like us on Facebook 
Waller County 

Extension Office 

We have a Soil & Forage Probe that can be rented out 
to take samples.  $50 Deposit which is returned when 

the probe is brought back and not damaged. For more 
information or to check out one of these items please 
call the office.  


