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The Texas leaf-cutting ant (Atta texana) is a serious pest in 

recently-planted pine plantations in East Texas and westcentral 

Louisiana, and in the citrus groves of South Texas. Treatments 

to eliminate nearby colonies are routinely required to success-

fully establish pine seedlings in areas where leaf-cutting ants 

are abundant.  

In a 1981 survey of forestry industry within East Texas the 

Texas leaf-cutting and was rated third in relative pest importance, exceeded only by the southern pine 

beetle and fusiform rust. In an average year in East Texas, this ant kills pine seedlings on nearly 

12,000 acres, and control and seedling replacement costs average $2.3 million. This insect also can be 

a considerable pest in residential areas within its range by foraging on ornamental shrubs, rose bushes, 

fruit trees or in gardens. Harvested plant material is used to cultivate a fungus which serves as the 

ants’ principal food source. 

The Texas leaf-cutting ant (also called town ant, parasol ant, or cut ant) is the most northern repre-

sentative of the genus Atta, considered among the most destructive insects of plants in the tropical and 

subtropical Americas. Leafcutting ants are generally confined to well-drained, deep sandy soils. There 

are 129 Texas counties and 13 Louisiana parishes where Texas leaf-cutting ants are known to occur. 

This species also is reported in at least two states in northeastern Mexico. 

Texas leaf-cutting ant castes are comprised of the winged reproductives, or “alates, (female queens 

and male drones having wings), and wingless workers. The queen is the reproductive center of the 

colony and lives in chambers below the ground. Many colonies have five or more fertilized queens. 

Most eggs laid by the queens develop into sterile female workers. The workers (2 million or more) 

vary considerably in form and size; from 1/16 to ½ inch. Generally, large workers (soldiers) serve to 

protect the nest while medium-sized workers forage for plant material and construct tunnels and 

chambers, and the small workers maintain fungal gardens and care for brood ants.  

During the spring months, some immature ants will develop into winged males and others into winged 

females. Workers will emerge at this time to widen entrance holes and remove all vegetation hanging 

over these holes. Mating flights then occur on clear, moonless nights following a rain of at least ¼ 

inch, primarily in May and June. Mated females disperse, land, and then congregate with other fe-

males to establish a new colony. Each female carries with her a plug of fungus to begin a new fungal 

garden.  

The nest area of the Texas leaf-cutting ant is marked by characteristic crescent-shaped mounds. Each 

mound surrounds an entrance hole. The above-ground portion of the nest consists of a central nest 

area (mound density > 5 mounds/yd2) and peripheral foraging 

mounds. Nest size varies from that of a single mound (starter 

colony) to more than 1000 mounds occupying up to 1 acre. Un-

derground, tunnels extend from the entrance holes to other tun-

nels or chambers that are constructed as deep as 25 feet. 

Three types of chambers have been observed: 1) garden cham-

bers-- where plant material is incorporated into fungal mats and 

where brood ants develop; 2) detritus chambers -- where waste 

materials are stored; and 3) dormant chambers-- of unknown 
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Upcoming Dates 

 Generation Next: Finances: 
Loans and Record Keeping 

Mar 11th 

 Generation Next: How to 
set up grazing & wildlife 

lease agreements Mar. 

18th 

 Cattle, Quail & Corridors 

Apr. 13th  

 Ag Symposium Apr. 17th 

 2018 TLAER– Hazmat/

Decontamination & Behav-

ior Class Apr. 26th 

 TX Technical Lg Animal 
Emergency Rescue Class 

Apr. 27-28th 

 Lone Star Healthy Streams
– 3CEU’s June 8 

(tentatively) 

 Rookie Rancher June 9 

(tentatively) 

 Horse workshop series TBA 

Check for fliers in the 

back of the newsletter 

for more information 

Stacie Villarreal 

County Extension Agent 

Ag/Natural Resources 
stacie.villarreal@ag.tamu.edu 

https://www.facebook.com/wallercoextension
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 Tomatoes Rule!  At least in my garden, tomatoes are queen.  They are looked after, 
pampered and talked to on a daily basis.  No other vegetable in my garden gets more at-
tention.   Once thought to be poisonous as well as an aphrodisiac, today it’s considered to 

be the second most consumed vegetable in the country behind the potato.  Now, how many people do 
you know swoon over potatoes?  Not in my garden.  
 There are literally hundreds of types, varieties and colors of tomatoes to choose from.  Howev-
er, not all of them do well in our neck of the woods.  You have to remember that Texas has a short 
growing season.  Once the heat starts, the larger tomatoes stop setting fruit.  Therefore, we need to 
look at varieties with a short days-to-harvest interval.  In other words, tomato varieties that are listed 
as no more than 60 to 65 days to harvest.  
If you are looking for a good hybrid tomato to plant, you can’t beat ‘Celebrity’.   It is my favorite fall 
back to tomato in case all else fails.  There are quite a few hybrids such as ‘Better Boy,’ ‘Big Girl,’ and 
others that are considered to be ‘old faithfuls’ also. 
 Heirlooms are great if you are looking for flavor, odd shapes and wonderful colors.  My favorite 
heirlooms are ‘Cherokee Purple’, ‘Black Krim’, and ‘German Johnson’. ‘Cherokee Purple’ has become 
very popular among many gardeners and can now be found almost anywhere they sell transplants. 
Paste type tomatoes are well worth growing.  They are great for canning, making tomato sauce and us-
ing in salads since they are meaty, have a small seed cavity and are not as jelly/juicy as a large tomato.  
Several varieties I like to plant are ‘Roma’ and ‘Viva Italia.’ 
 Then there are the small fruited tomatoes who are not so picky about fruiting in the heat.  Of 
the more common type to choose from are the cherry and the grape tomatoes.  They are the perfect 
size for salads and just popping in the mouth.  Some of the more popular are the ‘Sweet 100’ (cherry) 
and the ‘Juliette’ (large grape). 
 Since childhood, tomatoes have always been my favorite.  My mother planted the usual hybrids.  
I started venturing out trying different varieties after my husband and I were married and put in our 
first garden.   My usual Spring garden will have up to thirty tomato plants with ‘old faithfuls’ and new 
varieties of heirlooms each year. 

Master Gardeners: Tomatoes Rule: by Connie Holub 
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Description 
Like the other native, annual crotons, Texas croton has 
an aromatic smell when the leaves are crushed. It var-
ies from 1 foot to 4 feet tall, depending on moisture 
conditions. 
The leaves are grayish to yellowish green and may be 
lighter on top and darker beneath. They are usually 
entire or without lobes or teeth and are located alter-
nately along the stems. Each leaf is attached to the 
stem by a small stalk called a petiole. 
The flowers are arranged in spikes at the ends of the 
stems. The fruit of Texas croton is a capsule 
divided into three segments supporting three 
individual seeds. 
Texas croton produces a seed crop that is very 
valuable to dove, quail and other seed-eating 
birds but has low value for livestock grazing. 

 
 
 

Name that Plant?  Texas Croton (Annual Croton) 

Habitat 
Texas croton grows 
on calcareous soils, 
sandy loam soils and 
loose sands. It can 
occur in great abun-
dance and is gener-
ally associated with 
soil disturbance, lack 
of soil cover or over-
grazing. 
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The 2018 Generation Next: Our Turn to Ranch Webi-

nar School is now open for registration!   

Generation Next is open to all landowners, but may be 

especially interesting to those who are new or recently 

have inherited land.  The weekly topics only take 1 

hour and can be done on your own time!  Classes start 

the week of Feb. 18th and run until May 12th.  During 

early May, an optional, in-person 2 day session will be 

held for all participants to gain hands-on experienc-

es.  A detailed schedule with topics is attached for , in 

the back of the newsletter. 

Registration is $120. Tex-

as.  https://

agriliferegister.tamu.edu/ESSM 

 These signs are available 

to the residents of Waller 

County for $12.00 each 

and are about 5”x20” in 

size.  They can be at-

tached to gates or fences 

where they are visible 

from the road.   The signs 

are durable and individual-

ized for each producer with an assessing number and a place 

for a phone number, Ranch name, or Owners Name. 

Please call Waller County Extension Office at 979-826-7651 

or visit the Extension office at 846 6th Street in Hempstead, 

TX for further information or to purchase yours today . 

Generation Next Webinars 
Estray Livestock Signs– Sold by Beef & 

Forage Committee 
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function. In addition, lateral tunnels ex-

tend to foraging mounds as far as 1 ’ 

from the central nest area. Worker ants, 

emerging from foraging mound holes, 

will often construct well-defined forag-

ing trails that extend out an additional 

300 feet or more in the search of a suita-

ble plant source. 

Activity of the ants above ground de-

pends largely on temperature, as forag-

ing ants are highly sensitive to tempera-

tures encountered along feeding trails. 

During the summer, the ants remain un-

derground during the heat of the day, 

often plugging the central nest holes 

with soil and vegetative debris, appar-

ently to regulate temperature and/ or 

humidity within the nest. At dusk, when 

temperatures drop below 86oF, ants 

emerge to forage throughout the night. 

In the winter, ants forage during the day 

primarily from entrance holes above the 

central nest, but sometimes remain under-

ground for extended periods when temper-

atures remain below 50oF. Early spring 

and late fall are transitional periods 

when ants may be active both during the 

day and night. 

The worker ants forage on a wide range 

of plant species. However, damage to 

pine seedlings occurs primarily during 

winter months (December through 

March) when grasses and weeds have 

Continued from front page…... died back and hardwood leaves have 

fallen. The ants forage on all species of 

southern pine, but given a choice the 

ants appear to prefer loblolly and 

shortleaf pines over longleaf and slash 

pines, perhaps in response to differences 

in resin production. 

When foraging on pine seedlings, the 

ants will completely strip the seedlings 

of foliage and buds and often clip off the 

stem at ground level and carry small 

plant fragments back to their nest. All 

seedlings within five acres or more 

around a central nest area can be killed 

within a month after seedlings are plant-

ed. 

Amdro® Ant Block (hydramethylnon, 

Ambrands) is one of the options current-

ly-available to control Atta texana. 

Amdro® Ant Block is distributed in 1.5 

pound containers by Red River Special-

ties and most retail stores. The bait is 

easily applied by mechanical spreader or 

by hand (wearing gloves) to the central 

nest area. Applications can be made in 

all seasons, but treatments should be 

postponed during periods of prolonged 

rain or freezing weather. Once the bait is 

applied, foraging ants search out the 

pellets and carry them underground. The 

first signs of control will be a reduction 

in foraging and excavation activity usu-

ally within 5 - 7 days after bait applica-

tion. These activities will gradually stop 

and the colony will become inactive 

within 2 to 3 weeks.  

Another control option is the recently-

registered insecticide PTM™, containing 

fipronil. When injected directly into 

leafcutting ant entrance/exit holes, it 

offers a more effective control than does 

Amdro® Ant Block, based on field trials 

in East Texas. Within 1-2 weeks follow-

ing treatment, soil excavation and ant 

activity are greatly reduced. Within 4-8 

weeks, the colony becomes completely 

inactive. PTM™ insecticide should be 

applied to the colony at least 4 weeks 

before tree planting is initiated. 

When planting pine seedlings on deep, 

sandy soils within the geographical 

range of this insect, efforts should be 

made to find and treat all leaf-cutting ant 

colonies located in or near areas to be 

planted. Untreated colonies will remain 

a source of reinfestation and future loss-

es. Colonies can be located most readily 

during the late fall and early winter 

when the ants are active and their 

mounds are not hidden by vegetation. 

For more information on Texas leaf-cutting 

ants or control methods, contact a regional 

forest health specialist with Texas A&M 

Forest Service: 
Longview, TX - Allen Smith, ph: (903) 297-

5094, e-mail: lasmith@tfs.tamu.edu 

Austin, TX - Jim Houser, ph: (512) 339-

6329 , e-mail: jhouser@tfs.tamu.edu 
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Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 

Service 

Waller County Office & 

Cooperative Extension Program 

846 6th Street  

Hempstead, TX 77445 
 

Phone: 979-826-7651 

Fax: 979-826-7654 

We’re on the web 

http://waller.agrilife.org/ 

Stacie Villarreal 

County Extension Agent 

Ag/Natural Resources 

stacie.villarreal@ag.tamu.edu 

Amanda Shortt 

County Extension Agent 

Family and Community Health 

amanda.shortt@ag.tamu.edu 

Vacant 

CEP Extension Agent 

Family and Community Health 

 

Vacant 

CEP Extension Agent 

4-H and Youth Development 

 

Stedman Douglas 

CEP Extension Agent 

Ag/Natural Resources 

Stedman.douglas@ag.tamu.edu 

Bridget Minchuk 

Assistant Office Manager 

Bridget.minchuk@ag.tamu.edu 

Debbie Tiner 

Office Manager 

dgtiner@ag.tamu.edu 

Like us on Facebook 
Waller County 

Extension Office 

We have a Soil & Forage Probe that can be rented out 

to take samples.  $50 Deposit which is returned when 

the probe is brought back and not damaged. For more 

information or 

to check out 

one of these 


