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If your well has been flooded, you should assume that the water in it is con
taminated. Do not use the well water for drinking, cooking, making ice, brushing 
your teeth or even bathing until you are satisfied that it is not contaminated.  

Floodwater can be contaminated by substances from upstream, such as ma
nure, sewage from flooded septic systems or wastewater treatment plants, and 
pesticides or fertilizer applied to cropland that was flooded. A septic system near 
a well also can cause contamination when the soil is flooded.  

The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service offices in Austin and Waller Counties 
and the Brazos County Health Department are partnering to provide testing ser
vices to local residents with private water wells. 

“Flooded private water wells should be tested prior to water being consumed,” 
said John W. Smith, AgriLife Extension program specialist, College Station.   

He said those submitting samples should use only sampling bottles from their 
AgriLife Extension office or directly from the Brazos County Health Department. 
Water samples for E. coli testing should be collected less than 24-30 hours be
fore the sample is submitted. The bottle must contain exactly 100 ml water as 
indicated on the bottle or the lab will reject the sample.  The sample must be de
livered to the lab on ice or ice packs.  Included instructions should be carefully 
followed to ensure accurate results. For additional information, call the Brazos 
County Health Department at (979) 361-5738. 

A $20 per sample fee will be collected when bottles are delivered to the Brazos 
County Health Department at 241 N. Texas Ave., Bryan, Texas by participants. 
Samples are accepted only on Monday - Thursday before 3:00 pm. 

Samples will be analyzed for total coliform bacteria and Escherichia coli. 

Required sample bottles and instructions may be picked up at the AgriLife Exten
sion office for Waller County, 846 6th St., Hempstead (979-826-7651).  

Smith said the presence of E. coli bacteria in water indicates that waste from hu
mans or warm-blooded animals may have contaminated the water. Water con
taminated with E. coli bacteria is more likely to also have pathogens present that 
can cause diarrhea, cramps, nausea or other symptoms. 

For those with positive results for E. coli, instructions for decontaminating the 
well will be available from the Brazos County Health Department and through the 
following publications free for download at http://twon.tamu.edu/fact-sheets/:  De
contaminating Flooded Water Wells and Shock Chlorination of Wells. 

Testing your Water Wells after Flooding 
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Upcoming Dates 

 Pesticide Applicator 
Recertification Program 

May 10, 2016 

 2016 Generation Next::  
Shaping your Own Fu-

ture Using Social Market-

ing May 16, 2016 

 Beef 706 May 17, 2016 

 Grassfed Beef Produc-
tion Conference May 26-

27, 2016 

 Cattle Owner Work-

shop TBA 

 Beef 706 June 6-7, 2016 

 Texas Beekeepers June 

18, 2016 

 2016 Generation Next::  
Ecotourism June 20, 

2016 

 2016 Generation Next::  
Alternative Ranching 

Operations July 18, 2016 

 2016 Generation Next::  
Understanding Market 
Fluctuations August 15, 

2016 

 2016 Generation Next::  
Planning Land Use and 

Surveying Your Re-
sources September 19, 

2016 

 Cow Calf Clinic October 

28, 2016 
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The Waller County Master Gardeners have started a seed library. 
Currently it is very small but we are hoping you might help. We 
would like to offer free seeds to anyone who would like to try some 
of the seeds we have to offer. In return, we would like you to har
vest seeds and donate to our library. This can be a fun way to try 

growing something you might not have previously experienced. Stop in to the Exten
sion Office and see what seeds we currently have or drop off seeds. We will gladly accept your seed donation. 

 
The 2016 Waller County Master Gardener 
Intern class recently completed the class
room portion of their training pro
gram. Recognition of this milestone in their 
quest to obtain Master Gardener certification 
was made during the April 7th business 
meeting and lunch at Granny's Homestyle 
Meals in Hempstead.  Next on their training 
agenda is completion of 50 volunteer service 
hours by December 1st.  Congratulations to 
all the Interns! Back row from L to R: Jan 
Swope, Kathy Marrack, Connie Holub, 
Glovena Hamby, Craig Jackson.  Front row 

from L to R: Virginia Martin, Caroline Schreiber, Sheri Boehnke, Scarlett Graves, Tamara Fraley, Pat Piper . 

The Texas Beef Council (TBC) and Texas AgriLife Extension Service have teamed up to pre
sent a special Beef 706 program, a three-part series of hands-on sessions focusing on beef 
quality management and marketing opportunities. This program is available to beef cattle pro
ducers from Austin, Colorado, Fayette, Lee, Waller, and Washington counties.  

The checkoff-funded program is designed to help producers maximize profits and have a better 
understanding of the production process after their cattle enter the feedyard. Session 2 will be 
held May 17, 2016 at OD Butler Jr. Animal Science Complex in College Station.  During this 
session producers will get an inside look into the feeding industry and see the progress of their 
feeder calf chosen in the first session. Producers will also learn more about factors impacting 
feedyard performance.  

For more information see flier attached in back.  If you missed the first session you may still 
attend the 2nd and 3rd, the cost is $50/ participant for the series.  

Master Gardeners News 

Central Texas Beef 706– Its not to late! 
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Description 

Annual broomweed is a warm-season 
native plant in the Sunflower family. It 
is an annual that has a single stem 
growing 15 to 30 inches tall. The plant 
branches near the top to form a uni
form crown with small yellow flowers in 
September through November. This 
growth arrangement distinguishes an
nual broomweed from perennial broom
weed. 

The first leaves usually are lance-

shaped and form along the main 
stem, shedding when the crown be
gins to develop. Older leaves 
are fine and located alternately 
along the branch stems. 

Annual broomweed provides 
poor grazing for wildlife and 
livestock. 

Habitat 

The habitat is broad, ranging 
from dry native ranges to dis
turbed sites. It is found most 

typically on heavy clay soils. 

Name that Plant?  Annual Broomweed, Common Broomweed 

Garden Helpers 

Master Gardeners are asking 
if you enjoy gardening and 
would like to help others in 
their garden please let them 
know.  Several individuals 
have approached them as 
they need younger labor to 
help with their gardening 
chores. Also in turn if you 
need help in your garden from 
time to time to let them know 
as well.  
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Recovering a Flooded Landscape 

Returning to a flooded site can be quite devastating. Flood damage to your home or office maybe quite extensive and overwhelm
ing. What about your landscape and garden? Your first impulse may be to pull all the plants out and start over. But wait! Experience 
has shown that your landscape may at least partially recover. 

Survival 

After the floodwaters have receded the landscape will be covered in thick silt and it may have a raw sewage-like odor, which indi
cates a lack of oxygen in the soil. Many plants will look dead. Will these plants survive? Plants that have shown good survival after 
two weeks under floodwaters include most native trees, shrubs, perennials and hardy bulbs. Other plants that show good recovery 
include crape myrtles (Lagerstroemia Spp.), Chinese Holly (Ilex rotunda sp. including Casissa Holly and Burford Holly). Plants that 
do not typically survive being underwater or show marginal survival include Japanese Holly (Ilex crenata Spp.), Japanese Boxwood 
( Buxus microphylla ssp. japonica), Indian Hawthorn (Rhaphiolepis Spp.), Nandina (Nandina Spp.), hybrid junipers (Juniperus Spp.), 
and hybrid azaleas (Rhododendron Spp.). These are plants that typically do not like “wet feet” and typically have low survival rates. 

The Clean Up 

You should begin the clean up by addressing the safety of the site. Beware of down power lines. After you are assured that the site 
is safe to enter begin by assessing the site. Is it dry enough to enter and not cause further rutting or damage? If your landscape is 
still saturated, you will want to wait for it to dry out. Once dry remove trash, debris and any uprooted plants. Separate trash and yard 
waste and place in the appropriate designated spot for pick up. This is typically curbside, but check with local authorities first. 

Most deciduous landscape plants will defoliate immediately after a flood. Hardy evergreen plants like Chinese Hollies, may hold on 
to their leaves. I have found washing the silt off evergreen plants to be beneficial to survival and re-growth. A solution of one table
spoon of dishwashing liquid per gallon of water in a sprayer works well in most cases. First wet the plants with plain water and then 
spray the detergent solution on the foliage. Wait about a minute and rinse. Work in small areas so as not to leave the detergent solu
tion on too long. In the case where the silt is extra thick and stubborn, a teaspoon of an additional wetting or rinsing agent such as 
those used in dishwashers, has proven beneficial in breaking up the silt. Pressure washing should not be used on plants as it can 
result in further damage to the leaf and stem areas. 

Refrain from using a high nitrogen fertilizer on trees and shrubs at this time. Take a soil sample if possible to determine is fertilizer is 
needed. Flooded trees and shrubs have undergone a shock and may be experiencing a forced dormancy. Adding a new mulch layer 
to your landscape will do wonders for its aesthetic quality. You may find chipped hardwood mulch available for free due to tree and 
limb cleanup. Check to be sure that it has been properly aged. Do not use fresh hardwood mulch, as it has been know to tie up soil 
nitrogen as it ages and breaks down. Also be sure that your mulch does not contain any trash or contaminated material. 

Turf and Lawn Areas 

Bermuda grass (Cynodon dactylon Sp.) and Bahia grass (Paspalum notatum) have the most resiliencies to flooding. Hybrids of 
these grasses have also responded well. Bermuda grass under four weeks of floodwater has responded with re-growth when a gen
eral maintenance and management regime has resumed after a drying out period. Remove accumulations of sediment land organic 
debris and mow. Remove only about a 1/3 of the height at this time. Applying about one-half pound of nitrogen per 1,000 sq ft will 
encourage turf recovery and then follow normal maintenance practices. 

The Sprinkler System 

You will want to inspect and flush your sprinkler system. Be sure the power is off when inspecting electrical connections. If your irri
gation clock was flooded you will need to replace it. Your backflow prevention system will need to be checked by a certified profes
sional prior to reintroducing potable water (i.e. water that is part of your main drinking water system whether well or municipal). Shut 
off the water supply to the irrigation system and open up the drain valve to drain the water from the underground pipes. If you sys
tem has rotors you may have to remove them, shake them out and rinse them thoroughly. Many rotors have a built in check valve 
that prevents the water from draining out. If you have any gear-drive rotors mounted above ground be sure to check to make sure 
the water has drained out of them, remove and thoroughly clean them. Unscrew the inside of the head from the casing and rinse out 
both pieces. 

Flush the pipe system before you replace the heads. Open the valves one at a time to the full open position and turn on the system 
on manually. Let the water run for at least 5 minutes at each zone. After you are done flushing all the zones, re-install the heads and 
run your system for about 10 minutes. Are the spray heads or rotor heads spraying a correct spray pattern? When you shut the wa
ter off are the heads sticking up instead of retracting back down? Sometimes, the heads can be easily cleaned by stepping down on 
the riser while the head is running. Let it pop back up, then step on it again. Do this a few times, then turn off the system and see if 
the head is still sticking. Finally turn off the system and make sure all the heads went down. If heads are still sticking, you may find it 
well worth your time to just replace the ones not working correctly. 

Drip and micro-irrigation systems may be plugged by a variety of causes including particulate matter, chemical precipitates, organic 
growths, and insects in the system or a combination thereof. You may try cleaning these systems by opening the end of the line and 
flushing with fresh water. Replace emitters that remain clogged or that are damaged. 
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Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 

Service 

Waller County Office & 

Cooperative Extension Program 

846 6th Street  

Hempstead, TX 77445 
 

Phone: 979-826-7651 

Fax: 979-826-7654 

We’re on the web 

http://waller.agrilife.org/ 

Stacie Villarreal 

County Extension Agent 

Ag/Natural Resources 

stacie.villarreal@ag.tamu.edu 

Hallie Decker 

County Extension Agent 

Family and Consumer Science 

hallie.decker@ag.tamu.edu 

Te’Anna Reed 

CEP Extension Agent 

Family and Consumer Sciences 

tlreed@ag.tamu.edu 

Joshua Williams 

CEP  Extension Agent 

4-H and Youth Development 

joshua.williams@ag.tamu.edu 

Vacant 

CEP Extension Agent 

Ag/Natural Resources 

Dee Abrams 

Office Manager 

dabrams@ag.tamu.edu 

Debbie Tiner 

Assistant Office Manager 

dgtiner@ag.tamu.edu 

Like us on Facebook 
Waller County 

Extension Office 


