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 Testing your well water 

If your well has been flooded, you should assume that the water in it is con
taminated. Do not use the well water for drinking, cooking, making ice, brushing 
your teeth or even bathing until you are satisfied that it is not contaminated.  

Those submitting samples should use only sampling bottles from their AgriLife 
Extension office or directly from the Brazos County Health Department. Water 
samples for E. coli testing should be collected less than 24-30 hours before the 
sample is submitted. The bottle must contain exactly 100 ml water as indicated 
on the bottle or the lab will reject the sample.  The sample must be delivered to 
the lab on ice or ice packs.  Included instructions should be carefully followed to 
ensure accurate results. For additional information, call the Brazos County 
Health Department at (979) 361-5738. 

A $20 per sample fee will be collected when bottles are delivered to the Brazos 
County Health Department at 241 N. Texas Ave., Bryan, Texas by participants. 
Samples are accepted only on Monday - Thursday before 3:00 pm. 

Samples will be analyzed for total coliform bacteria and Escherichia coli. 

 Move Livestock 

If you have livestock please make sure they are safe and away from possible 
flood areas. Move them to higher ground or temporarily relocate them to other 
areas.  We are suppose to have more rain coming so please plan ahead and do 
not wait until the water is rising to move them out. 

 Barricades 

Please do not pass or move any barricades that have been put in place. They 
are up for your safety!  If you see a road that needs to be closed due to flooding 
please call the sheriffs office (979-826-8282). 

 Supplies- Have supplies ready in case you need to leave your house in a 
rush because of the high flood waters.  

 Be Neighborly– Be sure and check on your neighbors to make sure they get 
out as well.  

 Weather– Watch the weather closely if you think you might get flooded be
cause of large amounts of rainfall, leave before the water rises.  Do not wait, 
the ground is already very saturated so flooding is likely to occur.  

Tips for the Recent Floods 
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Upcoming Dates 

 Private Applicator Li-
cense Training June 23, 

2016 

 Rookie Ranchers Round-
up (Cattle Handling 

workshop) June 25, 2016 

 Beef 706 June 6-7, 2016 

 Texas Beekeepers June 

18, 2016 

 2016 Generation Next:  

Ecotourism June 20, 

2016 

 2016 Generation Next:  

Alternative Ranching 

Operations July 18, 2016 

 2016 Generation Next:  

Understanding Market 
Fluctuations August 15, 

2016 

 2016 Generation Next:  
Planning Land Use and 
Surveying Your Re-

sources September 19, 

2016 

 Cow Calf Clinic October 

28, 2016 
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Waller County Master Gardeners are extending the gardens at 
the Extension Office.  A recent work party resulted in the re
moval of grass and weeds in a previously unused area and 
adding lattice panels to support flowering vines.   Future pro

jects for this extension include installation of a 
rain barrel, seating area and butterfly friendly 
plants.  
 
The Waller County Master Gardeners recently visited Saddlehorn Winery in 
Burton for a viticulture class.  Owner and winemaker Stephen Morgan ex
plained growing techniques for wine grapes and lessons learned.  Of course, 
sampling was on the agenda! As always if you are interested in becoming a 
Master Gardener or know of someone that may be please contact us at the 
Extension Office or email us at:  wallermgardener2013@gmail.com.  
 

 

Tips on the vegetable to start growing in June - once the ground dries up a bit, 

June is the month to plant southern peas, summer squash, pumpkins, watermelon 

and cantaloupes.  You can also start fall tomatoes. 

The Texas Beef Council (TBC) and Texas AgriLife Extension Service have teamed up to present a special Beef 706 program, 
a three-part series of hands-on sessions focusing on beef quality management and marketing opportunities. This program is 
available to beef cattle producers from Austin, Colorado, Fayette, Lee, Waller, and Washington counties.  The checkoff-
funded program is designed to help producers maximize profits and have a better understanding of the production process 
after their cattle enter the feedyard.  

Session three will be held June 6-7, 2016 at the meats lab at Texas A&M University in College Station, TX. This two-day ses
sion will allow producers to see their finished cattle and participate in a hands-on exercise that takes their chosen fed cattle 
from session one through the harvest, grading and fabrication process. In the final session, industry experts will discuss the 
cattle’s value highlighting the advantages and disadvantages of marketing cattle on a grid versus a live basis.  

For more information see flier attached in back.  If you missed the first and second session you may still attend the 3rd ses
sion, the cost is $50/ participant for the series.  

Master Gardeners News 

Central Texas Beef 706– Late Chance! 
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The Beef and Forage committee will be hosting a workshop to help new landowners and current ones with 
cattle handling.  We will have speakers that will talk about leasing your property for hay or cattle, fencing 
rules, how to handle cattle, what type of pens might work better for you. Along with a look at what you 
should be based on a calendar year with your cattle.  

The event will be on Saturday, June 25, 2016 at the Waller County Fair grounds, from 9-1pm.  The cost of 
the event will be $20 a person before June 20th, after June 20th the cost will increase to $25 a person, 
lunch will be provided. Please RSVP to the Extension office-979-826-7651.   

Be on the look out for the flier!  Please make checks payable to Beef & Forage Committee. If you mail in 
your money please call or email us so we can be looking for it.  CEU’s will be provided. 

Rookie Ranch Roundup-Cattle Handling Workshop 
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 Name that Plant?  Water Hyacinth  

Water hyacinth is native to South 
America but has naturalized much of 
the Southern U.S. 
Water hyacinth is a free-floating per
ennial plant that can grow to a 
height of 3 feet. The dark green 
leave blades are circular to elliptical 
in shape attached to a spongy, in
flated petiole. Underneath the water 
is a thick, heavily branched, dark 
fibrous root system. The water hya
cinth has striking light blue to violet 
flowers located on a terminal spike. 
Water hyacinth is a very aggressive 
invader and can form thick mats. If 
these mats cover the entire surface 
of the pond they can cause oxygen 
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depletions and fish kills. Water hya
cinths should be controlled so they 
do not cover the entire pond. 
Submerged portions of all aquatic 
plants provide habitats for many mi
cro and macro invertebrates. These 
invertebrates in turn are used as 
food by fish and 
other wildlife spe
cies (e.g. am
phibians, reptiles, 
ducks, etc.). After 
aquatic plants 
die, their decom
position by bac
teria and fungi 
provides food 

(called “detritus” for many aquatic in
vertebrates. Water hyacinth has no 
known direct food value to wildlife and 
is considered a pest species. 
This plant is not native to North Ameri
ca and it is illegal to possess or 
transport this species in Texas. Please 
report any sightings of this plant to 

Texas Park and Wildlife Department. 

The most important way to protect your cattle from getting sick or 
worse is with a good vaccination program developed with the assis
tance of your local beef cattle veterinarian. In addition to practicing 
good biosecurity, such as locks on gates, perimeter fences in good 
condition, restricting access of others and quarantine areas and 
periods for new animals, a timely vaccination program, including 
boosters, is money well spent. Your veterinarian will know the most 
prevalent diseases in your area and can recommend the best prod
ucts and times to vaccinate and will be willing and able to assist 
you. 
 
There are many diseases that can affect cattle but the ones that affect all of us 
include the Blackleg or Clostridial diseases. These are also called the “Sudden 
Death Diseases” since they can kill the animal quickly. Animals of all ages can 
be affected. A second disease that is prevalent is Leptospirosis, which can 
cause late term abortions in cattle. The parasite is found in ground water sources 
like tanks or ponds. A third disease of importance is Vibriosis, which like Lepto
spirosis, causes abortions and is transmitted sexually from cow to cow by the 
bull. Bulls are not affected.  
 

Another group of diseases are called the Respiratory Complex and consist of 

four diseases once thought to be only in feedlot cattle. They are Infectious Bo

vine Rhinotracheitis (IBR), Para Influenza Type III (PI3), Bovine Viral Diarrhea 

(BVD), and Bovine Respiratory Synctial Virus (BRSV). Two of these diseases 

can cause abortion but all can have an impact on your cattle’s health. Your vet

erinarian might recommend vaccination for other diseases that are endemic to 

your area but these are among the most common across Texas. For more infor

mation contact your local County Extension Agent or beef cattle veterinarian. 

Vaccination Programs for Beef Cattle by: Joe Paschal, Livestock Specialist, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 

Garden Helpers 

Master Gardeners are 
asking if you enjoy gar-
dening and would like to 
help others in their garden 
please let them know.  
Several individuals have 
approached them as they 
need younger labor to 
help with their gardening 
chores. Also in turn if you 
need help in your garden 
from time to time to let 
them know as well.  
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Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 

Service 

Waller County Office & 

Cooperative Extension Program 

846 6th Street  

Hempstead, TX 77445 
 

Phone: 979-826-7651 

Fax: 979-826-7654 

We’re on the web 

http://waller.agrilife.org/ 

Stacie Villarreal 

County Extension Agent 

Ag/Natural Resources 

stacie.villarreal@ag.tamu.edu 

Hallie Decker 

County Extension Agent 

Family and Consumer Science 

hallie.decker@ag.tamu.edu 

Te’Anna Reed 

CEP Extension Agent 

Family and Consumer Sciences 

tlreed@ag.tamu.edu 

Joshua Williams 

CEP  Extension Agent 

4-H and Youth Development 

joshua.williams@ag.tamu.edu 

Vacant 

CEP Extension Agent 

Ag/Natural Resources 

Dee Abrams 

Office Manager 

dabrams@ag.tamu.edu 

Debbie Tiner 

Assistant Office Manager 

dgtiner@ag.tamu.edu 

Like us on Facebook 
Waller County 

Extension Office 


