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Howdy!  Trey Bethke with the USDA-NRCS here again.  
I am writing this month to tell you about the Navasota 
Soil and Water Conservation District #440.  The Navasota SWCD was organized 
in 1947 and is your local soil and water conservation board.  It serves all of Wal-
ler County and Grimes County south of Bedias Creek.  The board is made up of 
five elected Directors that must live within the District and own agricultural land in 
the subdivision that they represent.  Three of the Directors are residents of Wal-
ler County and two are from Grimes County. 

 

The District is your local sounding board for any soil and/or water conservation 
issues that residents may deem important.  The District itself does offer technical 
assistance to address conservation issues, but also is a direct line of communi-
cation to the Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board in Temple, Texas.  
The TSSWCB is tasked with administering the Texas Soil Conservation Law.  
The USDA-NRCS serves in partnership with the local SWCDs. 

 

The Navasota SWCD meets monthly and the meetings are open to the public. 

 

Currently, the Navasota SWCD is offering a very nice plant identification book 
titled, “Range Plants of North Central Texas.”  They are $20 each.  Despite the 
title, most of the plants are found here in the Waller County area.  I highly recom-
mend this plant ID guide because it has very good color pictures.  It includes 
forbs, grasses, shrubs, and trees.  Some of the plants are aquatic in nature.  
There are interesting pages that categorize the grasses by their quality as cattle 
forage and categorize the 
quality of the forbs and trees 
as deer food plants. 

 

For more information about 
the Navasota SWCD or the 
offered plant ID guide, please 
contact me at (979) 826-2448 
ext. 3 or email me at 
emil.bethke@tx.usda.gov. 
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Upcoming Dates 

 2016 Generation Next:  
Alternative Ranching 

Operations July 18, 2016 

 62nd Beef Cattle Short 

Course August 1-3, 2016 

 2016 Generation Next:  
Understanding Market 
Fluctuations August 15, 

2016 

 East TX Fruit & Vegeta-
ble Conference August 

19, 2016 

 2016 TX sheep & Goat 

Expo August 19-20, 2016 

 2016 Generation Next:  
Planning Land Use & 
Surveying Your Re-

sources Sept. 19, 2016 

 Bennett Trust Women’s 
Conference October 3-

4, 2016 

 2016 Generation Next:  

Agricultural Apps for 
Smartphones & Tablets 

October 17, 2016 

 Cow Calf Clinic October 

28, 2016 

 2016 Generation Next:  

Land Management 
Toolbox November 21, 

2016 

 2016 Generation Next:  
Target Wrap-Up Session 

December 19, 2016 

Stacie Villarreal 

County Extension Agent 

Ag/Natural Resources 
stacie.villarreal@ag.tamu.edu 
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The Waller County Master Gardeners will once again be hosting a booth at the Hemp-
stead Watermelon Festival on July 16.  We'll have informative displays and handouts, 
plus freebies for kids and adults (think plants, stickers, watermelon recipes)!  Have a 
gardening question or problem?  Please stop by to see us to get answers or just to 
say Hi!   

 
Planning is underway for the 2017 Intern training program.  Thanks to everyone who has requested a 
schedule that will work for them personally.  We are keeping this feedback in mind while working to 
confirm dates, times and class topics and hope to announce the schedule next month.  If you're on our 
email list, you'll be the first to know! 
 
Tips on the vegetable to start growing in July is the time to plant southern peas (blackeye, cream, pur-
ple hull, etc), summer and winter squash, collards and cantaloupes.  Start fall tomatoes. Late July into 
early August you can start seeds for cauliflower, cabbage, Brussels sprouts and broccoli for trans-
planting in late August/early September.  

Master Gardeners News 
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The Beef and Forage committee held the Rookie Ranch Round-up at the Waller County Fair-
grounds on Saturday, June 25. It was a beautiful and a had some very good speakers present for 
the program. They talked about the Leasing your property, economic side of raising cattle, handling/
working your cattle, and even what you should do during the year to your herd.    

If you have ideas on other topics the committee should have programs about please let us know! 
We are here to help, and provide some great education! 

Rookie Ranch Roundup-Cattle Handling Workshop 

Name that Plant?  Filamentous algae 

Filamentous algae are single algae 
cells that form long visible chains, 
threads, or filaments. These fila-
ments intertwine forming a mat that 
resembles wet wool. Filamentous 
algae starts growing along the bot-
tom in shallow water or attached to 
structures in the water (like rocks or 
other aquatic plants). Often filamen-
tous algae floats to the surface form-
ing large mats, which are commonly 
referred to as “Pond scums.” There 
are many species of filamentous 
algae and often more than one spe-
cies will be present at the same time 
in the pond. 
Submerged portions of all aquatic 

plants provide habitats for many mi-
cro and macro invertebrates (i.e. 
bugs, worms, etc.). These inverte-
brates in turn are used as food by 
fish and other wildlife species (e.g. 
amphibians, reptiles, ducks, etc.). 
After aquatic plants die, their decom-

position by bacteria and fungi provides 
food (called “detritus”) for many aquatic 
invertebrates. Filamentous algae has 
no known direct food value to wildlife. 
For management options please visit: 
http://aquaplant.tamu.edu/
management-options/filamentous-
algae/  
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Cattle Fever, formerly called Spanish, Texas or Splenic Fever is caused by two different protozoa called 

Babesia (B. bigemina and B. bovis) that are carried in two cattle fever 

ticks (Rhipicephalus annulatus and R. microplus). These were formerly 

called Boophilus annulatus and B. microplus. Cattle Fever is caused 

when an infected tick takes a blood meal and injects the organism into 

the host animal’s bloodstream. The Babesia organism infects and repro-

duces in the host’s red blood cells. Destruction of the red blood cells 

causes anemia and reduction in oxygen carrying capacity and a reduc-

tion in weight and often death. Cattle infected with Babesia often have 

red colored urine from the excreted hemoglobin (redwater) although this 

can be caused by other diseases.  

Fever ticks get infected by ingesting blood from an infected cow. The protozoa migrate to the reproductive 

system and when tick’s eggs are shed, they are also infected. The principal hosts of the ticks are cattle and 

horses but can include deer and exotic wildlife like axis red deer and nilgai (an Indian antelope prevalent in 

South Texas), making control efforts difficult. 

In 1906, the fever tick (and the fever) was in 14 southern states and as far north as Virginia. Control meth-

ods used were principally long, narrow dipping vats full of an acaracide (insecticide that killed ticks, usually 

an arsenical compound, and later organophosphates). The cattle and calves were forced swim the length 

of the vat and they were submerged at least once to treat their head. Dipping vats are still in use but wildlife 

are being fed avermectin treated corn (until 60 days before the hunting season begins) in certain problem 

areas. By 1943 the fever tick was contained to a 580 mile long Permanent Quarantine Zone in Texas rang-

ing from Del Rio to Brownsville. It ranges from about 125 yards to almost 8 miles in depth. 

Cattle inside the Zone must be examined (scratched for ticks) and treated before they can move outside 

the Zone. Usually there are a few cases just outside the Zone as ticks migrate. Currently Zapata county 

has some premises under quarantine outside the Zone because of that. However, recently there have been 

over 20 cases well north of the Zone in Cameron and Willacy counties and one each in Kleberg and Jim 

Wells counties. Most (but not all) are thought to be carried by wildlife (white tailed deer and Nilgai). Ranch-

ers have the option of treating all their cattle every 2-4 weeks or vacating their pastures for 6 to 9 months.  

Ticks prefer brushy areas over grasslands so brush management can help reduce but will not eliminate tick 

habitat. 

Recently the Texas Animal Health Commission has adopted a new tick vaccine. It must be administered by 

a veterinarian to beef cattle only, 2 months an older. Two vaccinations (initial and booster) 28 days apart 

with another booster every 6 months are required. The vaccine will be used on cattle inside the Zone and 

possibly in some problem areas as well. 

There is no Babesia in Texas but if there were, the initial cost is estimated to be $1.2 billion cost would be 

well over $100 million per year. 

It is unlikely that you will ever have fever ticks but if you see ticks you aren’t familiar with can contact the 

Texas Animal Health Commission at 1-800-550-8242.  

Cattle Fever and Fever Ticks by: Joe Paschal, Livestock Specialist, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
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Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 

Service 

Waller County Office & 

Cooperative Extension Program 

846 6th Street  

Hempstead, TX 77445 
 

Phone: 979-826-7651 

Fax: 979-826-7654 

We’re on the web 

http://waller.agrilife.org/ 

Stacie Villarreal 

County Extension Agent 

Ag/Natural Resources 

stacie.villarreal@ag.tamu.edu 

Hallie Decker 

County Extension Agent 

Family and Consumer Science 

hallie.decker@ag.tamu.edu 

Te’Anna Reed 

CEP Extension Agent 

Family and Consumer Sciences 

tlreed@ag.tamu.edu 

Joshua Williams 

CEP  Extension Agent 

4-H and Youth Development 

joshua.williams@ag.tamu.edu 

Vacant 

CEP Extension Agent 

Ag/Natural Resources 

Dee Abrams 

Office Manager 

dabrams@ag.tamu.edu 

Debbie Tiner 

Assistant Office Manager 

dgtiner@ag.tamu.edu 

Like us on Facebook 
Waller County 

Extension Office 


