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Oak Leaf Blister. A very common leaf spot disease this year is oak leaf 
blister. All varieties of oaks can get this disease, although water oak 
(called pin oak by some folks) seems to be the most susceptible. As the 
name implies, a blister-like spot is created on the leaves, often causing 
the leaf to distort. If the infection is severe, some of the leaves may fall off 
of the tree. 

The main thing concerned folks want to know is whether leaf blister will 
hurt or kill the tree. Leaf spots alone will not kill oaks. Premature defolia-
tion is stressful to trees, but if a tree is otherwise healthy, it will quickly 
grow back another set of leaves. 

Leaf blister infection took place in March and early April. When leaf buds 
open in the spring, fungal spores present on the bud scales infect the ex-
panding leaves. Infection is most severe in wet, cool spring weather. Be-
cause of the narrow window for leaf infection, the fungus seldom becomes 
severe enough to require treatment. Even in years when early infection is 
severe, it is normally limited to only the first few leaves that emerge. In ar-
eas where spring weather conditions frequently favor disease develop-
ment, fungicides are applied at early bud 
swell and repeated in 10 days. Due to the lim-
ited injury done to the tree by this fungus, fun-
gicide treatments are normally restricted to 
only those trees that are highly valuable and 
visible in the landscape. 
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Upcoming Dates 

 62nd Beef Cattle Short 

Course August 1-3, 2016 

 2016 Generation Next:  
Understanding Market 
Fluctuations August 15, 

2016 

 East TX Fruit & Vegeta-
ble Conference August 

19, 2016 

 2016 TX sheep & Goat 

Expo August 19-20, 2016 

 2016 Generation Next:  
Planning Land Use & 
Surveying Your Re-

sources Sept. 19, 2016 

 Bennett Trust Women’s 
Conference October 3-

4, 2016 

 2016 Generation Next:  
Agricultural Apps for 

Smartphones & Tablets 

October 17, 2016 

 Cow Calf Clinic October 

28, 2016 

 2016 Generation Next:  

Land Management 
Toolbox November 21, 

2016 

 2016 Generation Next:  
Target Wrap-Up Session 

December 19, 2016 

 

Stacie Villarreal 

County Extension Agent 

Ag/Natural Resources 
stacie.villarreal@ag.tamu.edu 



 

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service and the Cooperative Extension Program at Prairie View A&M University are open to all people without regard to race, 

color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, genetic information or veteran status.  The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commission-

ers Courts of Texas Cooperating. 

We hope you had a chance to visit the Waller County Master 
Gardeners booth at the Hempstead Watermelon Festival.  We 
enjoyed giving away free plants, watermelon jelly samples and 
stickers for the kids.  Thanks to our generous partners who do-
nated plants - Arbor Gate Nursery, Bluebonnet Herb Farm, 

Brazos Citrus Nursery, Creekside Wholesale Nursery and Plant Pro Wholesale 
Nursery, as well as Peckerwood Garden for tour tickets.  Master Gardener Linda 
Dement and her husband Ted once again represented our group in the Water-
melon Festival Parade and placed second overall.   
 
Breaking News!!! - Waller County has scheduled the 2017 Master Gardener Intern Training Schedule for Satur-
days!  We are still working on the schedule but tentatively classes will be scheduled beginning January 7 thru 
mid April for minimum 6 hours most Saturdays.   

 
More Breaking News!!! - Our next Fruit and Nut Tree Sale Fundraiser is coming 
up soon.  Pickup day is scheduled for January 28, 2017 at the same fantastic 
location Tegeler's Used Car Lot in Hempstead, as last year.   
 
Look for more information about these 2 events in upcoming newsletters, local 
papers and emails.  If you are not signed up for Waller County Master Garden-
ers' email blast, send us an email at wallermgardener2013@gmail.com and we'll 
add you to the list. 
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The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service has published online the 2016 Texas Agricultural Custom Rate survey of 

regional and state rates charged for custom agricultural operations.  “Each year, AgriLife Extension receives many requests 

for prevailing rates for certain kinds of work and custom farm or machine operations,” said Dr. Steven Klose, AgriLife 

Extension economist in College Station. “This is an update of information that has been used extensively over the years.” 

 

To view current and past custom rate publications, visit http://agecoext.tamu.edu/crs.  The online publication is 27 pages. It 

includes data on tractor rentals,  tillage operations, planting operations, application of fertilizer and chemicals, cotton har-

vesting, peanut harvesting, hauling and drying, combining and hauling grains, haying and silage operations, land prepara-

tion, brush control and miscellaneous livestock operations. 

2016 Agricultural Custom Rate Survey  

Name that Plant?  Sedges  

There are many types of sedges 
(over100) and they are difficult to 
identify without using detailed botan-
ical keys. In general, sedges are 
perennial plants that resemble 
grasses, grow in shallow water or 
moist soils, and can reach 4 feet in 
height. Sedges often grow in thick 
clusters or tussocks. Stems of sedg-
es are usually triangular. Spikes oc-
cur on the upper sections of the 
plant and can be single or in groups. 
Submerged portions of all aquatic 
plants provide habitats for many mi-
cro and macro invertebrates. These 

invertebrates in turn are used as 
food by fish and other wildlife spe-
cies (e.g. amphibians, reptiles, 
ducks, etc.). After aquatic plants die, 
their decomposition by bacteria and 
fungi provides food (called “detritus”) 
for many aquatic invertebrates. 
Sedges are considered good wildlife 
plants. Sedges are grazed by musk-
rats, nutria, and rabbits, while the 
seeds are consumed by waterfowl 
and small birds. 
 
For management options please 
visit: http://aquaplant.tamu.edu/
management-options/sedges/ 

mailto:wallermgardener2013@gmail.com
http://agecoext.tamu.edu/crs
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A myth is an unproved or false collective belief that is used to justify a social institution. One popular myth 

is that cattle production is the major cause of global warming or cli-

mate change because of the production and release of greenhouse 

gases into the atmosphere. These include carbon dioxide (CO2), me-

thane (CH4) and nitrous oxide (NO2) among others. Global warming is 

caused by the molecules of these gasses trapping the heat of the 

sun’s radiation as it is reflected from the Earth. A good deal of natural-

ly occurring water vapor is also a major factor causing global warming. 

Methane and nitrous oxide have a much greater warming potential (25 

to 300 times more) than carbon dioxide which is why it is considered 

more important to reduce them too.  

In 2010, carbon dioxide represented 76% of all worldwide greenhouse gas emissions while methane repre-

sented 16% and nitrous oxide was 6%. Agriculture and forestry contributed a total of 24% of all greenhouse 

gas emissions but 20% of that amount was removed from the atmosphere by plants. In 2014, agriculture 

accounted for only 9% of all greenhouse gases produced in the US, much less than electricity production, 

transportation and industry. Cows don’t release any carbon dioxide or nitrous oxide but they do produce 

methane. Methane is created by the digestion of coarse forages and released through eructation or belch-

ing, but cows are not the biggest source of methane, agricultural or otherwise. All beef production, includ-

ing dairy, is responsible for only 9.4% all global or 1.9% all US greenhouse gas emissions. 

This small level of emissions can be and is being reduced with the use of improved forage varieties, grain 

finishing, ionophores, and growth implants. Improved forage varieties have lower structural carbohydrates 

and are more digestible releasing less methane.  Grain finishing produces less methane, grain is more di-

gestible and allows cattle grow faster and more efficiently than on grass.  Ionophores reduce methane pro-

duction in the rumen by shifting the microbial population from me-

thane producers to producers of more easily absorbed volatile fatty 

acids. Finally growth implants reduce methane production implants 

increasing growth and efficiency, reducing the amount of feed fed 

overall.  

Cattle production does contribute to the greenhouse gas emission as 

does all of agriculture, but far less than other sources. In addition cat-

tle producers and the agricultural sciences are continuing to reduce 

those emissions and improve the efficiency and productivity of beef.  

Myth Busting Cattle, Climate Change and Green house Gas Production by: Joe 

Paschal, Livestock Specialist, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 

Garden Helpers 

Master Gardeners are asking if you 
enjoy gardening and would like to 
help others in their garden please let 
them know.  Several individuals have 
approached them as they need 
younger labor to help with their gar-
dening chores. Also in turn if you 
need help in your garden from time 
to time to let them know as well.  

2016 Agricultural Custom Rate Survey Cont.  
A survey was distributed to select farmers, ranchers, landowners and custom operators across Texas to acquire information 

for the publication. In addition, this year the survey included an online version open to the public.  The results helped estab-

lish a baseline of rates statewide to further assist with inquiries about custom-hire activities, Klose said. 

 

“We are very thankful for the people who take the time to complete this survey,” Klose said. “Outside of this survey, mar-

ket information on specific custom work in Texas is very limited to non-existent. This publication provides a range of rates 

for different services. It’s an important information resource whether you are providing or hiring custom services in Texas 

agriculture.” 
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Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 

Service 

Waller County Office & 

Cooperative Extension Program 

846 6th Street  

Hempstead, TX 77445 
 

Phone: 979-826-7651 

Fax: 979-826-7654 

We’re on the web 

http://waller.agrilife.org/ 
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CEP Extension Agent 

Family and Consumer Sciences 

tlreed@ag.tamu.edu 

Joshua Williams 

CEP  Extension Agent 

4-H and Youth Development 

joshua.williams@ag.tamu.edu 

Vacant 

CEP Extension Agent 

Ag/Natural Resources 

Dee Abrams 

Office Manager 

dabrams@ag.tamu.edu 

Debbie Tiner 

Assistant Office Manager 

dgtiner@ag.tamu.edu 

Like us on Facebook 
Waller County 

Extension Office 


