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Howdy!  Trey Bethke here again, Waller County District Conservationist for the USDA-NRCS.  This 
month I am continuing my discussion of grass planting topics as we enter grass planting season.  
In this post I will discuss what the land manager should be considering as they actually get into the 
grass planting operation. 

 

 1.   Planting hybrid bermudagrasses is a pretty complex, multi-faceted project.  For start-
ers you have to find a contractor that deals in bermudagrass sprigs or tops and has access to them 
when you need them.  You may want this contractor to plant them for you, so you have to trust that 
the material being planted is fresh and has been taken care of properly between harvesting and 
planting.  Seedbed preparation for hybrid bermudagrasses should be very thorough.  Sprigs and 
tops can be broadcast and tilled into the soil, however many contractors use a sprigging machine.  
If a sprigging machine is not used, it is essential that the field be rolled after planting to ensure a 
firm seedbed.  Sprigs and tops must be planted into a moist seedbed or you better be extremely 
confident that it is going to rain within a few days of planting.  Sprigs and tops cannot tolerate a 
long period of dry weather, however sprigs are definitely more tolerant of an extended dry period 
after planting than are tops. 

 

 2.   Planting grass seed is a much less complicated project.  Anybody can go down to the 
feed store and buy a bag of seed, and on your schedule.  Seedbed preparation does not have to 
be quite as rigorous, the key being to expose the tilled mineral soil so that good seed/soil contact 
can be established.  The seeded field should be rolled.  In my opinion, missing this step is the rea-
son for most seeded grass planting failures.  Rolling the seedbed after broadcasting the grass 
guarantees good seed/soil contact.  Another way seeding grass is simpler than planting sprigs or 
tops is that you can mix the seed into your nitrogen fertilizer in the fertilizer spreader and broadcast 
it all in a single trip across the field.  Finally, grass seed has the capacity to sit at the soil surface for 
some time waiting on a rain.  The need for rain is not as immediate as it is for a live, vegetative 
plant parts (sprigs or tops).  Lastly, I do not recommend seeding grasses in our heavy clay soils 
along the Brazos River, stick with hybrid bermudagrasses there. 

 

Below is a picture of a field roller or packer: 

3. Contact my office for job sheets containing detailed infor-
mation, including planting rates and dates, about all of these 
grass varieties, plus many other kinds of forages – (979) 826-
2448 extension 3. 

 

 4.   As soon as seed germination or initial flourishing 
of grass is noted after planting, you should top dress with nitro-
gen fertilizer as recommended by your soil test.  It is usually 
recommended that additional nitrogen fertilizer be added 
(usually 40 lbs. per acre or so) at 75% field coverage. 

 

Like always, if you have questions or thoughts of your own, I’d 
be interested in visiting with you.  Call me at (979) 826-2448 
extension 3 or email me at emil.bethke@tx.usda.gov.  
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Upcoming Dates 

 Vector Management 
Workshop April 13, 

2016 

 Vineyards Tailgate meet-

ing April 13, 2016 

 Beekeepers School April 

16, 2016 

 2016 Generation Next::  
How To Set up Grazing 
& Wildlife Lease Agree-

ments April 18, 2016 

 Pond Management 

Workshop TBA 

 2016 Generation Next::  
Shaping your Own Fu-
ture Using Social Market-

ing May 16, 2016 

 Beef 706 May 17, 2016 

 Grassfed Beef Produc-

tion Conference May 26-

27, 2016 

 Cattle Owner Work-

shop TBA 

 Beef 706 June 6-7, 2016 

 2016 Generation Next::  

Ecotourism June 20, 

2016 

 2016 Generation Next::  

Alternative Ranching 

Operations July 18, 2016 

 Cow Calf Clinic October 

28, 2016 
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The Waller County Master Gardeners (WCMG) thanks 
everyone who attended and/or volunteered at our first 
Spring Gardening Seminar on March 5.  There were 4 
informative presentations by our speakers and lots of 
healthy veggie transplants to purchase for your gar-

dens.  If you're still planning your garden, here are some recommendations 
for what to plant in April:  southern peas, summer squash, okra, New Zea-

land spinach, start fall toma-
toes.  You'll be harvesting southern peas and summer squash in June, okra 
and New Zealand spinach from June until first frost, and tomatoes in August 
and September.   
 
The 2016 Master Gardener Interns have completed the classroom instruc-
tion portion of the training program.  We enjoyed educational field trips to 
local horticultural venues such as Peckerwood Garden, Katy Prairie, Black-
wood Educational Land Institute and Bluebonnet Herb Farm.  We also visit-
ed Texas A&M's Plant Diag-
nostic Lab and Turfgrass Re-
search Field.  Informative 
speakers covered topics rang-
ing from Plant Botany 101 to 

Ants, with a few fruit trees, veggies, bees and propagation tips thrown 
in!  Now the Interns will focus on their volunteer work at some of the venues 
listed as well as other community service projects.  Speaking of 
which......WCMG has partnered with Roberts Road Elementary to conduct 

weekly Junior Master Garden-
er classes to a select group of 
3rd, 4th and 5th graders.  Mary 
Ann Drawl has coordinated 
this project with Joanna Alvarado of the RRE PTO and Kathy Marrack and 
Connie Holub will be leading the classes.   The group met for the first time 
on March 24 and planted close to 100 vegetable transplants and several 
flower bulbs. The students will meet with the Master Gardeners once a week 
through the end of the school year.  
 
Planning will start soon for the 2017 Intern training program.  If you are inter-
ested and/or would like to provide suggestions on scheduling the classes, or 
for any other information, please email us at waller-
mgardener2013@gmail.com or comment on our Facebook page Waller 

County Master Gardeners or use the Contact Us tab on our website http://txmg.org/wallermg/contact-us/.  

The Texas Beef Council (TBC) and Texas AgriLife Extension Service have teamed up to 
present a special Beef 706 program, a three-part series of hands-on sessions focusing on 
beef quality management and marketing opportunities. This program is available to beef 
cattle producers from Austin, Colorado, Fayette, Lee, Waller, and Washington counties.  

The checkoff-funded program is designed to help producers maximize profits and have a 
better understanding of the production process after their cattle enter the feedyard. Ses-
sion 2 will be held May 17, 2016 at OD Butler Jr. Animal Science Complex in College Sta-
tion.  During this session producers will get an inside look into the feeding industry and 
see the progress of their feeder calf chosen in the first session. Producers will also learn 
more about factors impacting feedyard performance.  

For more information see flier attached in back.  If you missed the first session you may 
still attend the 2nd and 3rd, the cost is $50/ participant for the series.  

Master Gardeners News 

Central Texas Beef 706– Its not to late! 
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Garden Helpers 

Master Gardeners are asking 
if you enjoy gardening and 
would like to help others in 
their garden please let them 
know.  Several individuals 
have approached them as 
they need younger labor to 
help with their gardening 
chores. Also in turn if you 
need help in your garden from 
time to time to let them know 
as well.  
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Description 

Wild indigo is a deep-rooted, perennial 
herb with bushy, branched, stout 
stems (often up to 3/8 inch at the 
base). Plants of some species may be 
as tall as 70 inches, but many speci-
mens reach less than 15 inches. 

The leaves are alternate with three 
deep lobes and two characteristic ob-
long structures attached at the base of 
the leaf stem. 

The yellow or white flowers (rarely 
bluish) are in terminal or split spikes 
several inches long. In some species 
the spikes are erect and in others they 
hang like grape clusters. The fruit is a 
beaked pod containing two or more 
seeds. The dark gray or black leaf and 
stem color of the dead plants is a dis-
tinguishing feature of wild indigo. 

Habitat 

Various species of wild indigo are com-
mon in north central and eastern Tex-
as. Texas species extend into Oklaho-
ma, Louisiana, Arkansas and the east-
ern United States. They are usually 
found in sandy or sandy loam soil. 

Toxic Agent 

Alkaloids pre-
sent in wild 
indigo are be-
lieved to be 
responsible for 
its toxicity. 
These plants 
are very unpal-
atable and con-
sumption is rare 
except when 
the animal is 
forced to eat it 

in hay, as has happened with horses. 
There are also very infrequent reports 
of cattle being affected by these plants. 

Signs of Livestock Ingestion 

Signs of poisoning are those of a gas-
trointestinal upset and include: colic, 
diarrhea, and, anorexia. 

In cases submitted to the Texas Veteri-
nary Medical Diagnostic Laboratory, 
Baptisia-induced colic has been fatal to 
horses. 

Name that Plant? Wild Indigo 

Seven Things Every Producer Should Know by: Joe Paschal, Livestock Specialist, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 

The other day I was reading a paper written by y colleague Dr. Rick Machen titled “Seven Things Every Small Producer 
Should Know” and I thought it was worth covering the points he made here. 

Size is relative in Texas. According to the 2012 USDA Census of Agriculture almost half of the state’s cowherd is in 
herds of 100 head or more but they represent less than ten percent of farms and ranches. Ninety percent of us own the 
other half of the cows.  

There are some important things all of us need to remember in this business and the first is to be good stewards of our 
land and its resources, namely soil, grass, water and wildlife. They are the basis for our livelihood. Rancher probably 
don’t get enough credit for what they have done to improve wildlife habitat in Texas, especially improved access to water 
and the eradication of the screwworm. The second important thing is to have a herd health program designed with your 
veterinarian. They know the disease and parasite issues in your area and what works and what doesn’t. 

Third is to make sure your cows get enough to eat. Body condition score, forage cover, plant selection and grazing be-
havior are good indicators of that. Fat cows are productive happy cows and don’t forget the water! Fourth, reproductive 
performance is the single most important factor in profitability. Number of calves calved and weaned is more important 

than weaning weight in affecting profitability. Fifth, although winter 
is nearly over, always get the most out of your supplements includ-
ing hay. It is expensive and we feed a lot of it. Cut it right, store it 
right and have it tested. Buy it by the ton, not the bale. Feed it to 
minimize waste. 

Next, economy of scale works against smaller producers. Purchase 
products in larger quantities whenever you can if you are going to 
use them eventually. Consider leasing or renting equipment, bulls 
or labor rather than purchasing it. Finally, remember, you never 
know enough. Producing beef for the world is ever changing. 
Changes in public policy, property rights, weather, markets, costs, 
regulations, urban sprawl and land fragmentation all have an effect 

on the cattle business. Spend some time learning more about the business, support those organizations that look out for 
your interests, and learn to be a good neighbor.  
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Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 

Service 

Waller County Office & 

Cooperative Extension Program 

846 6th Street  

Hempstead, TX 77445 
 

Phone: 979-826-7651 

Fax: 979-826-7654 

We’re on the web 

http://waller.agrilife.org/ 

Stacie Villarreal 

County Extension Agent 

Ag/Natural Resources 

stacie.villarreal@ag.tamu.edu 

Hallie Decker 

County Extension Agent 

Family and Consumer Science 

hallie.decker@ag.tamu.edu 

Te’Anna Reed 

CEP Extension Agent 

Family and Consumer Sciences 

tlreed@ag.tamu.edu 

Joshua Williams 

CEP  Extension Agent 

4-H and Youth Development 

joshua.williams@ag.tamu.edu 

Vacant 

CEP Extension Agent 

Ag/Natural Resources 

Dee Abrams 

Office Manager 

dabrams@ag.tamu.edu 

Debbie Tiner 

Assistant Office Manager 

dgtiner@ag.tamu.edu 

Like us on Facebook 
Waller County 

Extension Office 


