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By : Toni Thomas, WCMG 

A friend gave me some pineapple plants she had started from tops.  I wasn’t sure what to do 

with them at first so I did some research.  I learned pineapple plants can’t take freezing 

temperatures which worked out great since I have a greenhouse.  In some of my research, I 

discovered that some people grow them indoors.  They make a nice looking plant that only 

grows 2 – 3 feet tall.  The first year I had them, they were just nice plants.  The next year, 

however, I was greeted with surprise one morning.  Looking at the plants, I noticed some-

thing growing.    That year I would have three pineapples growing.  This is where patience 

comes into play, you see it takes 4 – 5 months for the fruit to ripen.   It is fascinating to 

watch them grow and change over the months, but it’s hard waiting for that fresh, sweet 

pineapple to be ready.  My first pineapples weren’t big but they were the sweetest I had 

ever eaten.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once you have harvested the fruit, remove the top but don’t 

throw it out.  I have learned through trial and error the best way to get the tops to root.  I let 

them sit inside for a two to three days to dry.  You don’t want them to sit more than three 

days.  I then place them on top of a pot of soil.  Work it around so it’s level but don’t bury 

it in the soil.  Keep the soil damp but not too wet.  In a few weeks your top should root and  

With a lot of Patience you can grow Pineapples in Texas 
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Upcoming Dates 

 WCMG Speaker Series; 

July 6, 2017 

 Backyard Basics: Raising 

Chickens July 6, 2017 

 Backyard Basics: Garden-

ing July 13, 2017 

 Backyard Basics: Canning 

July 20, 2017 

 WCMG Speaker Series; 

Aug. 3, 2017 

 Beef Cattle Short 

Course Aug. 7-9, 2017 

 Private Applicators Li-

censes Training: Aug. 17, 

2017 

 Bennett Trust: Women’s 

Conference Oct. 2-3, 

2017 

 South Central Cow Calf 

Clinic Oct. 27, 2017 

 Private Applicators Li-
censes Training: Nov. 9, 

2017 

Check for fliers in the 

back of the newsletter 

for more information 

Stacie Villarreal 

County Extension Agent 

Ag/Natural Resources 
stacie.villarreal@ag.tamu.edu 

Pineapples when they 

first start growing      

1 moth old, they begin 

blooming   
2 months old, they start 

to look like pineapples 

By 3 months they are get-

ting bigger 

At about 5 months they 

will start to ripen 
Fully ripe and they smell 

so sweet 

https://www.facebook.com/wallercoextension
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begin growing.  Here again is where the patience comes into play.  It will take 2 – 3 years for that top to produce 

another fruit. 

The plant that produced the fruit will die but before it does, it will put on “pups” or babies.  If you remove the 

pups when they get bigger, the plant will produce more.  I average 5 – 6 pups off of each plant before it dies. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

After the pups have grown bigger, they can be removed and placed in pots of their own or left to grow on the 

parent plant.   The pups will take about three years before they are big enough to produce fruit.  

 

 

 

 

I grow my plants in large pots.  They are moved outdoors in the summer to a partially shaded area.  The ones 

with fruit I leave indoors so that they are protected from animals that might also like fresh pineapple.   They need 

fertilized three to four times a year and watered two to three times a week in summer, once a week in the winter.              

 

 

 

In conclusion, yes it takes a long time to grow pineapples, but they wait is worth the reward! 

Pineapples Continued…  
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Pups when they first start to grow 
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The Waller County Master Gardeners 
are hosting a 5 week summer program 
for Youth ages 8-18 years old. The pro-
gram will be held every Wednesday 

starting on June 14 and run until July 19 except July 
5th.  If you are interested in the having your youth at-
tend please contact Stacie Villarreal for more infor-
mation and to RSVP. 

 
2018 Fruit and Nut Tree Sale Fundraiser - Save 
the Date!  and New Location! 
Planning is underway for the next Fruit and Nut 
Tree Sale Fundraiser.  It will be Saturday, January 
20, 2018 at the Waller County Fairgrounds in 
Hempstead.  Stay tuned for more information on varieties, etc.   

Master Gardeners: News 
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Description 
Bag-pod sesbania is an annual herb in the legume 
family that grows to 6 to 10 feet tall. The leaves con-
sist of 20 to 40 alternate leaflets. Drooping spikes of 
yellowish to coral-colored flowers appear in late 
summer. 
The beaked pods consist of two membranes, the 
outer one thick and the inner one papery. Each 
holds two or three seeds. The pods persist on the 
plant long after the leaves have fallen. The kidney-
shaped seeds have a prominent hilum, or eye. 
 
Habitat 
These plants grow in the eastern half of Texas and 
extend eastward through the coastal states to North 
Carolina. They are usually found in well-drained 
sandy sites in wetter regions and in low sandy areas 
subject to flooding in drier regions. 
 
Toxic Agent 
Bag-pod sesbania contains sesbaimide, which is 
concentrated in the seed. Fresh green plants are 
unpalatable; only the mature dry seedpods and 
seeds are consumed. Animals pastured with the 
plant during the growing season are seldom poi-
soned, but na├»ve ruminants, especially goats and 
cattle, are often poisoned when they are introduced 
to the dried plants in the fall and winter. Clinical ob-
servations indicate that newly mature seeds are 
more toxic than those that have weathered on the 
plant. The seeds of bag-pod sesbania (S. vesicaria) 
seem to be more toxic than those of sennabean (S. 
drummondii). 

Name that Plant?  Bag– Pod Sesbania 

 
Signs of Livestock Ingestion 
Signs of poisoning occur within 1 or 2 days after 
consumption and can include: depression, diarrhea, 
Weakness, Rapid heart rate, Labored breathing, 
and Death. 
Death quickly follows the onset of clinical signs, 
which in many cases go unobserved. Seeds and/or 
seed fragments are routinely found in the rumen 
contents of animals that die from eating this plant. 
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Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 

Service 

Waller County Office & 

Cooperative Extension Program 

846 6th Street  

Hempstead, TX 77445 
 

Phone: 979-826-7651 

Fax: 979-826-7654 

We’re on the web 

http://waller.agrilife.org/ 

Stacie Villarreal 

County Extension Agent 

Ag/Natural Resources 

stacie.villarreal@ag.tamu.edu 

Amanda Shortt 

County Extension Agent 

Family and Consumer Science 

amanda.shortt@ag.tamu.edu 

Te’Anna Reed 

CEP Extension Agent 

Family and Consumer Sciences 

tlreed@ag.tamu.edu 

Joshua Williams 

CEP  Extension Agent 

4-H and Youth Development 

joshua.williams@ag.tamu.edu 

Vacant 

CEP Extension Agent 

Ag/Natural Resources 

Dee Abrams 

Office Manager 

dabrams@ag.tamu.edu 

Debbie Tiner 

Assistant Office Manager 

dgtiner@ag.tamu.edu 

Like us on Facebook 
Waller County 

Extension Office 


