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As we begin a new year we are faced with an old pest, the fever tick. The 
fever tick (actually there are two different species) once ranged as far 
north as Virginia and is the host for the blood parasite that causes Cattle 
or Tick Fever. This disease can kill as many as 90% of the affected cattle.  

Beginning in 1906, the USDA Fever Tick Eradication Program eliminated 
fever ticks down to a 500 mile stretch of Texas along the Rio Grande. This 
line runs from Del Rio to the Gulf of Mexico and is known as the Perma-
nent Quarantine Zone. Inside the Zone, actually a buffer between the US 
and Mexico (which has both the ticks and the disease), fever ticks are often 
found since the river is not a perfect barrier. Wildlife and stray cattle from 
Mexico can bring ticks across. Tick riders patrol this Zone on horseback to 
look for cattle with ticks. 

Outside the Zone, the fever tick is not usually found unless it is carried by 
wildlife or in a special case, by an exotic antelope, the Nilgai. Cattle and 
other livestock inside the Zone must be treated for ticks with an insecticide 
and inspected before leaving.  

Recently fever ticks (but not the disease) were found in Live Oak County 
requiring a Temporary Quarantine Zone to be established by the Texas 
Animal Health Commission, the state regulatory agency responsible for 
animal health. TAHC is inspecting and treating affected herds to reduce 
the economic impact on producers. Cattle pro-
ducers have their choice of two treatment op-
tions or their pastures can be vacated for 6-9 
months to starve the tick.  

For more information: 
Texas Animal Health Commission  
http://www.tahc.state.tx.us/animal_health/cattle/#ticks 
TAHC Fever Tick Brochure  
http://www.tahc.state.tx.us/news/brochures/TAHCBrochure_FeverTick.pdf 
TAHC Frequently Asked Questions 
http://www.tahc.state.tx.us/news/brochures/
TAHCBrochure_FeverTickFAQ.pdf 
APHIS Fever Tick Fact Sheet 
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/animal_diseases/tick/downloads/

pest_alert.pdf 

Cattle Fever Tick by: Joe Paschal, Livestock Specialist, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
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Upcoming Dates 

 Soil Campaign, Feb 1-28, 

2017 

 WCMG  Speaker Series: 

Mar. 2, 2017 

 Lone Star Health 

Streams: Mar. 3, 2017 

 IPM in Rice Mills: Mar. 7, 

2017 

 WCMG Speaker Series: 

May 4, 2017 

 Private Applicators Li-
censes Training: May 18, 

2017 

 WCMG Speaker Series; 

June 1, 2017 

 WCMG Speaker Series; 

July 6, 2017 

 Backyard Basics: July 6, 

13, 20, 2017 

 Private Applicators Li-
censes Training: Aug. 17, 

2017 

 Private Applicators Li-
censes Training: Nov. 9, 

2017 

Check for fliers in the 

back of the newsletter 

for more information 

Stacie Villarreal 

County Extension Agent 

Ag/Natural Resources 
stacie.villarreal@ag.tamu.edu 
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http://www.tahc.state.tx.us/news/brochures/TAHCBrochure_FeverTickFAQ.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/animal_diseases/tick/downloads/pest_alert.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/animal_diseases/tick/downloads/pest_alert.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/wallercoextension
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February can keep you busy in the vegetable garden.  Now is a good time to continue 
planting radishes, spinach and lettuce, all of which you can harvest in March and 

April.  Continue planting mustard greens and turnips and add some chard to harvest in 
April.  Beets, Onion transplants, cabbage and broccoli plants can be planted now to enjoy in April and 
May.  put potatoes and cauliflower plants in the ground now to be harvested in May as well.  Add some 

carrots for May and June harvesting.  if you started tomato, pepper and eggplant seeds in January, 
move the plants to a cold frame to prepare them for March planting.   

 
Some recommended varieties for Waller County are Packman and Green Comet broccoli, Imperial and 

Snow Crown cauliflower, Red Ace and Ruby Queen beets. 
 

We're excited to announce our 2017 Speaker Series scheduled the first 

Thursday of each month at 9AM.  Each month we've scheduled a speaker to 

discuss various gardening topics.  Our first presentation is on Thursday, 

February 2 at 9AM at the Extension Office.  Mike and Connie Arden will dis-

cuss Fire-Wise Landscaping and how to protect your buildings with good 

landscape design.  All presentations are free!  Come have a cup of coffee 

with us and learn about a new topic each month.   

See the flyer for more details.         

Master Gardeners: Tips 
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Description 
Bag-pod sesbania is an annual herb 
in the legume family that grows to 6 
to 10 feet tall. The leaves consist of 
20 to 40 alternate leaflets. Drooping 
spikes of yellowish to coral-colored 
flowers appear in late summer. 
The beaked pods consist of two 
membranes, the outer one thick and 
the inner one papery. Each holds two 
or three seeds. The pods persist on 
the plant long after the leaves have 
fallen. The kidney-shaped seeds 
have a prominent hilum, or eye. 
 
Habitat 
These plants grow in the eastern half 
of Texas and extend eastward 
through the coastal states to North 
Carolina. They are usually found in 
well-drained sandy sites in wetter 
regions and in low sandy areas sub-
ject to flooding in drier regions. 
 

Name that Plant?  Bag-Pod Sesbania 

Toxic Agent 
Bag-pod sesbania contains 
sesbaimide, which is concentrated in 
the seed. Fresh green plants are un-
palatable; only the mature dry 
seedpods and seeds are consumed. 
Animals pastured with the plant dur-
ing the growing season are seldom 
poisoned, but na├»ve ruminants, 
especially goats and cattle, are often 
poisoned when they are introduced to 
the dried plants in the fall and winter. 
Clinical observations indicate that 
newly mature seeds are more toxic 
than those that have weathered on 

the plant. The seeds of bag-pod ses-
bania (S. vesicaria) seem to be more 
toxic than those of sennabean (S. 
drummondii). 
 
Signs of Livestock Ingestion 
Signs of poisoning occur within 1 or 2 
days after consumption and can in-
clude: depression, diarrhea, Weak-
ness, Rapid heart rate, Labored 
breathing, and Death. 
Death quickly follows the onset of 
clinical signs, which in many cases 
go unobserved. Seeds and/or seed 
fragments are routinely found in the 
rumen contents of animals that die 
from eating this plant. 
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January was the month for relaxing, dreaming of new 

roses and planning where to put them. February is the month to 
get started. 
 February 14, is the day fro giving and receiving roses.  It’s 
also the designated day in our area for pruning those rose bushes.  
If you don’t know anything about pruning there are many books, 
classes, and “You Tube” videos online.  Arbor Gate of Tomball 
usually has a rose pruning class in March featuring Houston Rose 
Society’s Gaye Hammond.  You can check Arbor Gate’s website for their March Classes. 
 February is also a good time to move roses that are in the wrong place, grown too large 
for their location, or ended up in a shady spot.  When it comes time to transplant , prepare the 
bed first.  Make sure the hole is not deeper than the rose root ball you dug up.  When you dig 
up the rose, check for damaged roots and trim if need be.  Water but do not fertilize for about 
six weeks. 
 This month is also a good time to clean and sharpen your pruners.  It might also be the 
time to change out blades or buy a new pruner.  I have a pair of Felco #6 rose pruners.  They 
are a size medium which fits my hand perfectly and keeps it from cramping.  
 Right after pruning is a good time to fertilize established roses.  It doesn’t really matter 
if it’s organic or synthetic.  Organic is fish emulsion, animal manure, bone meal or alfalfa 
meal.  When Looking at synthetic fertilizers, use a balanced N-P-K which is nitrogen (N), 
phosphorus (P), and potassium (K), such as 10-10-10.  
 Many rosarians recommend Microlife 6-2-4, Microlife Ul-
timate 8-4-6, Magic Rose Mix, Osmocote Plus and Nelson Color 
Star.  These can be found at many of your box stores such as Low-
e’s and Home Depot. 
 Don’t forget spraying.  It’s a good time to start a spray pro-
gram.  If you had black spot last year, the spores are in your bed 
around the rose bush.  You need to spray a fungicide on the canes 
and on the mulch around the bush.  
 Also, check your mulch.  If it is thin in places, put more on. 
I always put new mulch on each Spring.  It makes everything look fresh for Easter. 
 Looking for a pretty, pink rose?  My favorite is Belinda’ dream.  It blooms profusely 
throughout the year and needs very little attention.  The flowers are 3 1/4 to 4 1/4 inch clus-
ters and have a moderate, fruity, raspberry fragrance.  It is a cross between a “Tiffany” and a 
“Jersey Beauty” and is an upright, study, shrub rose.  You can find it at Arbor Gate, Antique 

Rose Emporium, and Lowe’s.  

Master Gardeners: The Rosarian’s Corner by: Connie Holub WCMG 
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Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 

Service 

Waller County Office & 

Cooperative Extension Program 

846 6th Street  

Hempstead, TX 77445 
 

Phone: 979-826-7651 

Fax: 979-826-7654 

We’re on the web 

http://waller.agrilife.org/ 

Stacie Villarreal 

County Extension Agent 

Ag/Natural Resources 

stacie.villarreal@ag.tamu.edu 

Amanda Shortt 

County Extension Agent 

Family and Consumer Science 

amanda.shortt@ag.tamu.edu 

Te’Anna Reed 

CEP Extension Agent 

Family and Consumer Sciences 

tlreed@ag.tamu.edu 

Joshua Williams 

CEP  Extension Agent 

4-H and Youth Development 

joshua.williams@ag.tamu.edu 

Vacant 

CEP Extension Agent 

Ag/Natural Resources 

Dee Abrams 

Office Manager 

dabrams@ag.tamu.edu 

Debbie Tiner 

Assistant Office Manager 

dgtiner@ag.tamu.edu 

Like us on Facebook 
Waller County 

Extension Office 


