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The VFD allowed livestock and poultry producers to purchase feeds with 
antibiotics in them to promote growth or to treat, control or prevent dis-
ease. In 2015, the label to promote growth was removed. In addition, in 
2016 three feed grade antibiotics were moved from over the counter sales 
to essentially a prescription with the VFD. On January 1st, 2017 all other 
feed grade antibiotics will be added.  

In addition to these requiring a VFD to purchase for feeding to control, 
prevent or treat a disease, several others used in water will move from 
OTC to prescription sales.  A veterinarian will need to write a prescription 
in order for livestock and poultry producers to use them.  

In each case a valid veterinary client patient relationship is needed. This 
relationship means that the veterinarian knows you and your operation, is 
available to consult and trusts you to follow the directions on the VFD and 
feed label. The VFD should be obtained well in advance of you needing it 
since not all feed companies will be making or storing these feeds. 

The VFD records must be kept by you, the feed dealer and the veterinari-
an for at least 2 years. It must be transmitted by hand, mail, email, or fax, 
it cannot be transmitted by a phone call. 

This will not affect your ability to purchase injectable antibiotics at your lo-
cal feed store or farm supply store if they do not require a prescription but 
care should always be taken to follow labeled directions for use, route of 
administration and withdrawal times. 

Veterinary Feed Directive or VFD for 2016  
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Upcoming Dates 

 Wildlife Informational 
Workshop Dec. 2, 2016 

(2 CEU’s) 

 Winter Ag Conference 

Dec. 8, 2016 (5 CEU’s)  

 1st Annual  Southeast 
Texas Town & Country 
CEU Recertification Dec. 

15, 2016- (5 CEU’s Pend-

ing TDA Approval) 

 2016 Generation Next:  

Target Wrap-Up Session 

December 19, 2016 

 Open House Jan. 31, 

2016 

 Ag Valuation Workshop-

TBA 

 Wildlife Valuation Work-

shop– TBA 

 Soil Campaign, Feb 1-28, 
2017; More information 

to come 

Check for fliers in the 

back of the newsletter 

for more information 

Stacie Villarreal 

County Extension Agent 

Ag/Natural Resources 
stacie.villarreal@ag.tamu.edu 

Pecans have arrived, if you did not place an order 
but would like some fresh pecans (not frozen) from 
this season stop by 
and buy a couple of 
pounds.  They have 
Large Fancy pieces 

for $11.50 per pound and Pecans Halves for 
$12.50 per pound. They are here right before 
the holiday season starts.  They make great 
gifts and a for baking! 

Pecan, Pecan, Pecan!   

Garden Helpers 

Master Gardeners are asking if you 
enjoy gardening and would like to 
help others in their garden please let 
them know.  Several individuals have 
approached them as they need 
younger labor to help with their gar-
dening chores. Also in turn if you 
need help in your garden from time 
to time to let them know as well.  

https://www.facebook.com/wallercoextension
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     With the holiday season cool weather comes along too.  It’s time to get the wheel barrow out 
and get mulch down to protect roots and reduce weeds. It needs to be at least three inches of 
the mulch of your choice, compost (store bought or homemade), pine straw, straw or leaves. If 

you make your own compost note the cooler weather can dry out the compost pile. As well, the dry materi-
als that are usually added in the fall can also dry the pile out. Note how damp or dry the pile is and use the 
hose to keep it a nice moistness. Also remember to keep it well turned. 
     This is an excellent time to plant trees, shrubs, rose bushes, and perennials. Planting at this time of year 
gives you a head start on spring and better growth in the long run. Your flower beds can be brightened up 
with fall selections of ornamental cabbage, pansies, daffodils, snapdragons, stock and many others. Your 
local nursery will have many selections on hand. Wildflower seeds are best planted now to bloom in the 
spring. 
     Prune your fruit trees taking out any limbs that are dead or crowding the other limbs. Prune to maintain 
the size and shape of the tree. Remember to water them during any dry periods of the winter. Keeping the 
trees hydrated will help minimize freeze damage. Check your roses for dead wood and prune it out. Roses 
will need a very light feeding. If you are using a spraying program then it will need to continue on schedule.  
     Be prepared for freezes. Old sheets are my best friends for my plants in really cold weather. There are 
also plant covers for freezing weather sold at the box stores and nurseries. However do not let any plastic 
products touch the plant or the leaves will get burned. An electric light can help create heat under the plas-
tic for more warmth for really delicate plants. Potted plants are more vulnerable than plants in the ground. 
Pots do not get any warmth from the ground.  Covering and clustering pots against a warm south wall of 
your home or in an area that is protected from the wind can save them. Remember to water the plants regu-
larly. Hydration is imperative to helping to prevent freeze damage. 
 We also have information about our 2017 Master Gardener Training Program that starts Satur-
day, January 7, 2017.   We have had a strong interested in the Saturday classes so we  are happy to an-
nounce we will have our first every Master Gardener Training Program with Saturday only classes and 
field trips.  So if you were interested in the program but the Tuesday Thursdays never worked for you 
here is your chance. If you are interested please register for the class.  See the flier in the back of the news-
letter for more information about the classes.  

Master Gardeners: Getting The Garden Ready For Winter  
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Description 
Pokeberry is a smooth, shiny plant 
arising from a large perennial root-
stock. Its stalks become purple-red 
with age and are usually 5 or 6 feet 
tall but may be as tall as 10 feet. The 
large leaves, up to 4 inches wide and 
10 inches long, are entire (the edges 
have no notches or indentations) and 
alternate. The small white or pinkish 
flowers are arrayed in drooping 
spikes and give rise to juicy, purple-
black berries. 
Habitat 
Pokeweed is found in the eastern two
-thirds of Texas and is reported from 
Maine and Ontario to Florida and 
California. It usually grows in dis-

Name that Plant?  Pokeberry or Pokeweed 

turbed, sandy soils and is often found 
in bulldozed brush piles. 
Toxic Agent 
Saponins are concentrated in the 
rootstock and young leaves of poke-
weed. All species of animals have 
been affected by consumption of the 
plant. Pigs uprooting the plants and 
consuming the rootstocks are the 
most likely to be poisoned. Young 
leaves are eaten 
by humans as 
greens, but the 
water must be 
changed during 
cooking to remove 
the toxins. 
Signs of Livestock 
Ingestion 

This plant is a gastrointestinal irritant, 
with clinical signs of poisoning occur-
ring within a few hours of consump-
tion: Abdominal pain; Vomiting; Diar-
rhea (sometimes with blood); Death. 
Consumption of the leaves usually 
produces only a transient gastrointes-
tinal disease in ruminants. Cattle of-
ten consume small amounts of ma-
ture leaves with no ill effects. 
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Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 

Service 

Waller County Office & 

Cooperative Extension Program 

846 6th Street  

Hempstead, TX 77445 
 

Phone: 979-826-7651 

Fax: 979-826-7654 

We’re on the web 

http://waller.agrilife.org/ 

Stacie Villarreal 

County Extension Agent 

Ag/Natural Resources 

stacie.villarreal@ag.tamu.edu 

Amanda Shortt 

County Extension Agent 

Family and Consumer Science 

amanda.shortt@ag.tamu.edu 

Te’Anna Reed 

CEP Extension Agent 

Family and Consumer Sciences 

tlreed@ag.tamu.edu 

Joshua Williams 

CEP  Extension Agent 

4-H and Youth Development 

joshua.williams@ag.tamu.edu 

Vacant 

CEP Extension Agent 

Ag/Natural Resources 

Dee Abrams 

Office Manager 

dabrams@ag.tamu.edu 

Debbie Tiner 

Assistant Office Manager 

dgtiner@ag.tamu.edu 

Like us on Facebook 
Waller County 

Extension Office 


