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The beef cattle market has slowed recently due to increased production and decreased demand fol-

lowing a tremendous spring rally, according to a Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service expert. 

Beef prices have slipped recently following a spring rally as demands 

have decreased and supplies increased. (Texas A&M AgriLife Exten-

sion Service photo by Adam Russell) 

Dr. David Anderson, AgriLife Extension livestock economist, College 

Station, said domestic and export demand had been high but that fed-

cattle prices had fallen over the last couple of weeks, as domestic de-

mand slowed during the “dog days of summer.” 

“Fed cattle prices were at $1.17 per pound, down from over $1.30 per pound a month ago,” he said. 

“We’ve gotten past the springtime holiday boom that typically occurs between Memorial Day and 

the Fourth of July. There’s no special occasion right now, and the hot temperatures have people 

thinking twice about being outside next to a grill.” 

Anderson said many grocers featured beef specials through May, June and July to draw consumers. 

Earlier-than-usual orders from grocers for slaughtered beef led to a price rally as supplies tightened. 

“Now supplies are growing and demand is lower,” he said. “Cattle weights are climbing, and there 

are an increased number of cattle on feed. We expect some buying leading up to Labor Day, so we 

have to hope for enough demand to buy up that increased supply.” 

Anderson said more beef was expected to be produced this year compared to 2016 and that higher 

production numbers were likely a long-term trend. This could drive beef prices lower if domestic 

and export demands don’t keep up with supplies. 

Prices typically rise seasonally in the fall, Anderson said. Last year, beef supplies were high, but 

higher-than-usual export demands helped keep prices steady. 

Export demand in Japan had been high, but orders could decline as the country recently announced it 

would increase the import tariff on all frozen U.S. beef. 

“That makes U.S. beef a little more expensive and could mean Japanese consumers will look for an 

alternative,” he said. 

Anderson said domestic orders for Labor Day should begin over the next few weeks and producers 

and retailers are hoping demands increase over the holiday. 

Beef prices decline as supplies increase  
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Upcoming Dates 

 Beef Cattle Short 

Course Aug. 7-9, 2017 

 Private Applicators Li-
censes Training Aug. 17, 

2017 

 Houston Urban Food 
Production Conference 

Aug. 25, 2017 

 Texas Grazing Confer-

ence Aug. 29-31, 2017 

 Ranchers Leasing Work-

shop Sept. 1, 2017 

 TSCRA Ranch Gathering 

Sept. 21, 2017  

 Bennett Trust: Women’s 
Conference Oct. 2-3, 

2017 

 24th Annual Southeast 
Texas Grounds Mainte-

nance Oct. 19, 2017 

 South Central Cow Calf 

Clinic Oct. 27, 2017 

 Private Applicators Li-
censes Training Nov. 9, 

2017 

Check for fliers in the 

back of the newsletter 

for more information 

Stacie Villarreal 

County Extension Agent 

Ag/Natural Resources 
stacie.villarreal@ag.tamu.edu 

https://www.facebook.com/wallercoextension
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Vegetables that you should start to plant: Beans (Snap & Lima) 
Mustard Kale, Turnips, Potatoes, Collards, Carrots, Green Onions, 
Beets, Chard, Radishes, Spinach, Cucumbers, Lettuce. These will be 

ready to harvest depending on varieties and species from October to January 
time frame.  

 
2018 Fruit and Nut Tree Sale Fundraiser - Save the 
Date!  and New Location! 
Planning is underway for the next Fruit and Nut Tree Sale Fundraiser.  It 
will be Saturday, January 20, 2018 at the Waller County Fairgrounds in 
Hempstead.  Stay tuned for more information on varieties, etc.  We are 
working on having an online ordering system hopefully, however we will 
still be in the Extension Office during presale to help answer any ques-
tions on the varieties.  
 

 2018 Intern classes are currently being scheduled, classes will be held on Saturdays with the 
first class on January 6, 2018. More details will be available when the date gets closer. If you are inter-
ested in becoming a Master Gardener please call the Extension Office and ask to speak with a Master 
Gardener!  
 
Stop by the office and check out the Butterfly garden that was put in earlier this year. Everything has 
started to bloom and we have butterflies that have stopped by and visited. We have a lovely bench to sit 
down and take a little time for nature. 

Master Gardeners: News 
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Description 
Antelopehorn milkweed is an erect-stemmed plant 
growing to about 15 inches tall. Leaves are narrow, 
lance-shaped and about 3 inches long. The flowers are 
greenish with distinctive purplish horns and are present 
from March to October. The fruit is a wrinkled pod con-
taining silk-tufted seeds. 
 
Habitat 
Most abundant in westernTexas, this plant has also 
been recorded in the northern, central and east central 
regions of the state. It ranges north into Ne-
braska and west into southern Utah and 
southeastern California.It often abounds in 
open pastures, along arroyos, draws, bar 
ditches, trails and roadsides. 
 
Toxic Agent 
The toxic agents involved are cardiac glyco-
sides. Antelopehorn milkweed poisons all live-
stock, especially sheep. A toxic dose is gener-

Name that Plant?  Antelopehorn Milkweed 

ally considered to be 1.2 percent of the animal's body 
weight in green plant material. 
 
Signs of Livestock Ingestion 
Signs of poisoning produced by most species of Ascle-
pias differ only in degree. They include: First, profound 
depression, weakness and staggering; Collapse, fol-
lowed by frequent, intermittent muscular tremors; La-
bored respiration, elevated temperature and pupil dila-
tion; Death after a comatose period of variable dura-
tion. 
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Message from the FSA Office 

Register Your Farm with FSA 
 Local farmers and ranchers are encouraged to register their farm(s) with the Farm Service 
Agency (FSA), which is a branch of USDA.  Once your farm is set up on the FSA database, it will be as-
signed a farm and tract number(s), which will be used by FSA, as well as other USDA agencies, to ad-
minister Federal farm programs.   
  
 At the time you register your farm, you can also submit a form AD-2047 to authorize the county 
office to add your e-mail address to FSA’s mailing list, so you can receive electronic newsletters and bul-
letins.  Another benefit of establishing your farm is that you can vote in the FSA County Committee 
elections in your administrative area when they are held every 3 years.     
  
 The Harris-Montgomery-Waller County FSA Office is located at 10808 Huffmeister in Houston, 
Texas, which is in the Cypress area (NOT downtown Houston).  You can obtain instructions on how to 
set up your farm by calling the county office at 281-469-7856, extension 2.  All FSA business is conduct-
ed by appointment, so call the county office before making a trip into Cypress. (Important Note:  You 
must contact the Houston office to initially register your farm, but it may be transferred to another of-
fice if it would be more convenient.) 
 
Acreage Reporting 
 Agricultural producers who have native, improved and/or mixed grasses on their farms can 
begin calling the FSA office for an appointment to certify their hay and/or pasture acreages for their 
farms, which is also known as filing an acreage report.    
The deadline to certify hay and/or pasture for the 2018 crop year is November 15, 2017.   Once the acre-
age report is timely filed, it will make the process much easier if you decide to enroll in any FSA pro-
grams for the 2018 crop year.  
  
 In some cases, late-filed reports can be filed after the reporting deadline.  However, evidence of 
the crop must still be in the field and late-filing fees will be assessed and can be expensive. Also keep in 
mind that late-filed reports may not meet the eligibility requirements for some disaster programs, espe-
cially if crops are reported after a disaster event has occurred. 
 
Non-Insured Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
 NAP is a program administered by FSA that covers losses from natural disasters on crops for 
which no permanent federal crop insurance program is available.  
Basic coverage is available to cover crop losses that exceed 50% of expected production at 55% of the 
average market price.  The administrative fee is $250/crop with a maximum of $750 per county and a 
total maximum of $1,875 for all counties.  
 
 Additional premiums can be paid for “Buy-up” coverage which covers a crop up to 65% of the 
expected production at 100% of the average market price.  Buy-up is available for most crops, but does 
not apply to pasture.  Keep in mind that beginning, limited resource and targeted underserved farmers 
or ranchers are eligible for a waiver of the NAP service fee for basic coverage, as well as a 50% premium 
reduction for the buy-up coverage.  
 
 December 1, 2017 is the deadline to purchase coverage for native, improved and/or mixed grass-
es for hay or grazing.   NAP is also available for other crops, such as fruits, vegetables, etc.  To learn 
more about the reporting deadlines and sales closing dates for those crops, as well as other details, you 
can contact the FSA county office at 281-469-7856, extension 2.   
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Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 

Service 

Waller County Office & 

Cooperative Extension Program 

846 6th Street  

Hempstead, TX 77445 
 

Phone: 979-826-7651 

Fax: 979-826-7654 

We’re on the web 

http://waller.agrilife.org/ 

Stacie Villarreal 

County Extension Agent 

Ag/Natural Resources 

stacie.villarreal@ag.tamu.edu 

Amanda Shortt 

County Extension Agent 

Family and Consumer Science 

amanda.shortt@ag.tamu.edu 

Te’Anna Reed 

CEP Extension Agent 

Family and Consumer Sciences 

tlreed@ag.tamu.edu 

Joshua Williams 

CEP  Extension Agent 

4-H and Youth Development 

joshua.williams@ag.tamu.edu 

Vacant 

CEP Extension Agent 

Ag/Natural Resources 

Dee Abrams 

Office Manager 

dabrams@ag.tamu.edu 

Debbie Tiner 

Assistant Office Manager 

dgtiner@ag.tamu.edu 

Like us on Facebook 
Waller County 

Extension Office 


