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Armyworm Update

Fall armyworm season is here again and area producers should be
inspecting pastures, hayfield and small grain crops for armyworm infestations. 
Recent rains across east Texas have resulted in  favorable conditions for
outbreaks of this pest which typically occur in late summer and fall.  Growers
have reported armyworms in area fields in recent weeks and some fields in East
Texas have required treatment with insecticides.

Armyworm infestations result from eggs deposited by night flying
moths.  Armyworm moths can fly long distances and seem to select dense, lush
grassy fields in which to lay their eggs on leaves. Eggs are laid in masses of up
to several hundred eggs.  The eggs yield tiny armyworm larvae which feed on
leaves for 2-3 weeks.   Young larvae don’t eat much, and infestation can easily go
undetected as little damage to the pasture or hayfield is visible from a distance. 
However, once larvae reach about 3/4 inch long, their appetites greatly increase. 
During the last few days of their development, armyworm larvae eat 80% of their
total food intake.  For this reason, damage can occur very quickly and hay fields,
pastures or grain crops can seem to disappear almost overnight.

The best defense against armyworm loss is frequent field inspection to
detect infestations before they cause extensive damage.  Consider both the
number of armyworms present and the crop growth stage in deciding if an
insecticide treatment is necessary. As a general guideline, if 3-4 or more
armyworms are present per square foot, economic loss is likely and an
insecticide treatment should be considered.  If plants are small with few leaves,
2-3 larvae per square foot may be a damaging level.  Refer to the insecticide label
for information on the required waiting period after application and before grazing
or harvesting treated crops.

During the day, armyworms may be hide on lower leaves, in soil
cracks or under fallen leaves and clumps of soil and close inspection may be
necessary to find them.  Leaf blades with margins chewed away or small plants
eaten off to the ground are also evidence of armyworm presence.  Armyworms
are often most active early in the morning or late in the evening.

Armyworms sometimes consume all of the grass and then crawl as a
mass to adjacent fields in search of food.  Such mass movements earned them
the name "armyworm".      

Full grown armyworm tunnel into the soil and transform into a pupa. 
After 7-10 days, a new moth emerges from the pupa and repeats the cycle.  A
generation is completed in about 30 days.  Several generations occur each year
until cold weather in November halts reproduction. However, fall armyworm
moths migrate from south  Texas into north Texas every spring and summer. 

Fall armyworms have several natural enemies, including birds and
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other insects.  Predatory ground beetles eat the larvae and small, black wasps
parasitize the eggs and larvae.  The larvae of one of the common parasitic wasps
spins a white cocoon after eating the armyworm larvae.  Ten or more of these
cocoons, each about the size of a grain of rice, are sometimes found in a pile on
the ground where an armyworm was consumed.   

Malathion and carbaryl are the standard insecticides for armyworm
control in pastures and hayfields.  Malathion has no restriction on grazing or
harvesting hay, whereas carbaryl (Sevin) has a 14 day waiting period after
application before grazing or haying.  

Tracer is also approved for armyworm control in pastures and
hayfields under a Section 18 specific exemption. This label is currently scheduled
to expire on September 23, 2004.   There is no restriction on grazing and the
waiting period for harvest is 3 days after application.

For more information, please call me at (903) 843-4019 or come by the Upshur County
Extension Office at the downtown square County Courthouse room 107 in Gilmer, TX.
Sincerely, 

Brian Hill

Individuals with disabilities who require an auxiliary aid service or accommodation in order to participate in this meeting
are encouraged to contact the Extension office at 903/843-4019 to determine how reasonable accommodations can be
made.”
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