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January To-Do’s 
 

• Plant bare root fruit 
trees 

 
• Prune shade trees if  

needed 
 
• Need to move a plant in 

the yard?  Now is the 
time - while dormant.  
Works best if the plant is 
young and small 

 
• Order seeds from cata-

logs and online for 
spring 

Plant to Harvest 

There is a special kind of enjoyment that comes when serving a meal with 
homegrown ingredients or giving gifts of fruits and vegetables to friends. Now 
is a great time of year to think about incorporating more edible plants into the 
landscape, as winter is ideal for planting things like fruit trees, asparagus,  
onions and evergreen herbs. 

First – fruit trees. Container grown trees can be planted year-round, though 
summer is the most difficult time of year to establish them. Bare-root fruit trees 
should only be purchased and planted in the dormant winter season, so don’t 
wait too long – when it warms up in late winter and early spring it’s too late to 
have good success planting bare-root. Some of the recommended fruit tree  
options for the Concho Valley include peaches (varieties such as Ranger, 
Redglobe, Loring, Harvester); plums (Morris, Methley, Santa Rosa); pears 
(Orient, Moonglow, Le Conte); apples (Fuji, Holland, Gala); and pomegranates 
(Salavatski, Sumbar, Al-Sirin-Nar, Surh Anor). The options don’t end there, also 
consider figs, persimmons, apricots, and jujubes. Winter is also a great time of 
year to plant pecan trees, and some of the improved varieties that are recom-
mended for the area include Pawnee, Nacono, Hopi, Western, Waco and Sioux.  

Blackberries will do well in the local soil and climate – though they are large 
sprawling plants and many varieties are very thorny. So keep that in mind 
when choosing a spot to plant. Some thornless varieties to choose from include 
Ouachita and Natchez, while thorny varieties that would be good include Kiowa, 
Womack, and Rosborough. Blackberries are biennial plants and make fruit on 
two-year old stems (called canes).  At the end of the growing season, prune off 
canes that made fruit but leaves the rest of the canes to make fruit the following 
year (don’t just cut the whole plant to the ground). 

Grapes are a nice addition to a landscape with a large fence, arbor, pergola or 
other structure that could support a large heavy vine. Champanel is a wonderful 
variety for landscape arbors.  Other grapes that would work include table 
grapes like Mars, Reliance, and Flame Seedless; wine grapes can also do well, 
such as Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, and Tempranillo. For more detailed info on 
growing any of these fruit crops, visit https://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/.  

Besides the abundance of fruit to choose from, gardeners can incorporate vege-
tables into the landscape beds. Most vegetables are annuals and must be re-
planted each year, but asparagus is a great perennial vegetable to grow. It takes 
some time to get started; it’s best when given a few years without harvesting so 
it establishes a good root system and can then handle being harvesting regular-
ly. There are perennial/heirloom onions and onion-family plants like elephant 
garlic, leeks, chives, and walking onions that are nice to have always around 
when needed. Winter may seem like a slow season for gardening, but it’s really 
a great time of year to plant many things! 

Pecan Update 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to all our pecan 
show winners! 

Bill Book took Grand Champ and 
Reserve Champ in the Classic 

Division; 
Ernest Torres Jr won Grand 

Champ in the Commercial Divi-
sion, with Olsak Farms earning 

reserve champ. 
Donnie Thompson won Grand 

and Reserve champ in the Native 
Division. 

To see the complete list, visit 
https://tomgreen.agrilife.org/ 

https://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/
https://tomgreen.agrilife.org/


Plant Spotlight 
 

‘Martha Gonzales’ rose 

Rosa 'Martha Gonzales' 

 

This is one of Dr. Bill Welch’s 

top ten antique roses, and one 

of my favorites as well.  It’s a 

lovely rose that stays in a more 

compact form (3 feet tall and 

wide), blooms repeatedly 

though the season, has few  

thorns, and is semi-evergreen 

Antique Roses 
 
Roses are a beautiful plant to have in the home 
landscape. Some think roses are particularly diffi-
cult to grow but there are some roses that are actu-
ally easy to grow, that need little to no pesticides, 
little pruning, and less water than many traditional 
ornamental plants. Earth-Kind roses, for example, 
have been through extensive scientific testing to 
prove their hardiness; and antique roses are anoth-
er kind of tough rose. Dr. Bill Welch, Horticulture 
Professor and Extension Landscape Specialist with 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service said in his 
recent newsletter:  

“Among the inheritances we Southern gardeners 
have received are some of the horticultural treas-
ures our great grandparents loved. Above all other 
flowers, they loved roses. These survivors from lost 
gardens are special. For unlike the inanimate heir-
looms preserved among old Southern families----
and in antique shops---old roses are living remind-
ers of our heritage.  Every spring they create anew 
their colors and perfumes, and in their vigor and 
grace they keep our past ever young. These flowers 
are not copies, not “restored”, not a re-creation. 
They are the real thing and in a world of synthe-
sized, replicated material possessions, real beauty 
deserves to be cherished and lovingly preserved.” 

Dr. Welch is author of ‘Antique Roses for the 
South,’ a great resource for anyone interested in 
growing old roses. His top ten list of old garden 
roses include: Katy Road Pink, Old Blush, Souve-
nir de la Malmaison, Marie Pavie, Martha Gonza-
les, Natchitoches Noisette, Mutabilis, Belinda’s 
Dream, Archduke Charles, and Lady Banks. Any 
of these would be a great choice for the Concho 
Valley and could be a real show-stopper in the 
landscape. 

Winter is a good season for planting roses, and a 
rose to plant in the ground and have for years to 
come may be a great choice for a valentine in-
stead of a cut bouquet. Even though they are 
tough, hardy plants here are some tips to keep in 
mind to have the best success.  First, plant in full 
sun and give plenty of space for good air flow 
around the plant.  Planting in shade and/or too 
close to other plants can increase instances of 
fungal disease like black spot. Prepare the 
ground before planting by mixing in compost, 
and apply a three to four inch deep layer of 
mulch over the rootball after planting – but pull 
away from the trunk a few inches. 

To read Dr. Welch’s full winter newsletter, visit 
https://tomgreen.agrilife.org/horticulture/.  

https://tomgreen.agrilife.org/horticulture/


Waterwise Landscaping 

I have really enjoyed the weather this 
year, the summer was cooler than usual 
and even though September started out 
hot, the cool fall temperatures settled 
in and we even had some good doses of 
rain.  But though this year was not as 
hard as previous years, we still need to 
focus on water conservation.  Our wa-
ter supplies are still low and water will 
always be a critical issue. 

Here are some practices to adopt in the 
landscape to be more conservative with 
water use. 

First - amend soil. When planting new 
plants, till in 3 inches of compost as 
deep as possible to improve the soil 
structure and water holding capacity.   

Next, start converting to drip irrigation 
for all planting beds like vegetable gar-
dens, flower beds and shrub beds.  Drip 
irrigation is much more efficient than 
sprinklers because sprinklers can lose 
a lot to evaporation. 

 

Besides evaporation loss, spraying water 
on plant leaves is not good for the health 
of most plants.  When it’s humid and wet 
outside, spraying on the leaves can 
spread disease.  And when it’s hot and 
dry, the salt content of the water can 
burn or scorch plant leaves. 

When it comes to turfgrass, sprinklers 
are the easiest way to go, though.  There 
are some subsurface drip systems availa-
ble which are more water efficient, but 
they are not common.  But you can adjust 
your sprinklers to be more water wise.  
Do an irrigation audit - run the system 
during daylight so you can see where the 
heads are spraying.  Sometimes sprin-
klers get turned and spray the wrong di-
rection.  Also, check if the heads are 
spraying a fine mist - smaller droplets 
evaporate faster.  Lowering the pressure 
can increase the droplet size and reduce 
water waste. 

Plants and Cold Weather 

While we did have quite an early first freeze this year, winter 
in west Texas usually begins in earnest around January.  The 

first freeze in the fall and last frost in the spring are generally 
the most urgent cold-weather episodes, but deep freezes and 
cold spells that can happen through January and February 

may also have negative effects on plants. Call me a lazy gar-
dener, but I tend to not worry about covering plants up in the 

winter. There are certainly circumstances that would call for 
it, such as tender vegetable plants that are still producing in 

the fall, or an unexpected late frost in the spring; but I typi-
cally try to let mother nature take her course and plant based 

on the season.  

Choosing tough, cold tolerant landscape plants instead of 

tender or marginally hardy plants can help increase confi-

dence that the landscape will make it through winter like a 
champ. And if there are favorite, beloved plants that are not 
especially cold hardy, and you want to try them anyway – go 

for it! Nothing says every plant must last forever or you’re a 
failure; part of the fun of gardening is trying new things. But 

for foundation plants like shrubs, good plant selection can go 
a long way to keeping the yard looking happy, healthy and 

not having to replant every few years. 

Here are a few things to keep in mind regarding cold weath-
er.  In the spring and fall, when unusually late or early freez-

es come around, the best way to cover a plant is to use frost 
cloth or row cover, and don’t tuck it up around the plant 

stem. Covers actually don’t insulate from the frost but slow 
the plant’s cooling by utilizing heat trapped in the soil earlier 
in the day. At sunset, drape the cloth loosely over the plan, 

tent-style. Try to cover as much ground as possible to utilize 
more radiant heat rising during the night. 

For large, permanent ornamental plants that are more prone 

to freeze damage, like palm trees, pittosporum, and oleander, 
try to plant them in more protected areas of the yard, or 

warmer ‘microclimates,’ such as protected from the north 
wind and up close to the home to receive radiant warmth.  

Tender perennials such as Pride of Barbados, hibiscus, and 

lantana can greatly benefit from a thick layer of mulch placed 
over the roots at the beginning of winter. Mulch helps insu-

late the roots and can sometimes even mean the difference 
between coming back the next spring or not. 

For more information on plants and cold weather, visit 

https://tomgreen.agrilife.org/horticulture/ and click on the 
Extension publication “Protecting Landscapes and Horticul-
tural Crops from Frosts and Freezes.” 

Benefits of Gardening 

The beginning of a new year is a time when 
many people try to make goals and plans for 
the coming year that can improve their life.  
One new year’s resolution you may consider 
making is to do more gardening, and help en-
courage your friends and neighbors to garden. 
Gardening is an incredible hobby and provides 
many benefits! 

First, gardening can promote health.  The 
physical activities like mulching, planting, 
pruning and mowing are good exercise and 
can burn about 300 calories per hour.  And 
growing vegetables can be an effective way to 
get kids to eat healthier - studies show that 
they are more likely to eat vegetables if they 
help grow them.  The fresh air and sunshine 
are also good for the body (just be sure to use 
sunscreen and mosquito repellant as needed). 

High quality landscaping can add fun outdoor 
living space to the property.  Designing the 
yard to have an enjoyable living space, outdoor 
kitchen or grilling area, or play area for kids 
can make the landscape a nice place to enter-
tain or spend time together as a family. 

Growing trees, lawns and gardens can be chal-
lenging in west Texas but there are many op-
portunities to learn how to be more successful 
- one way to receive locally-targeted instruc-
tion in horticulture is to take the Master Gar-
dener Training Class offered through the Tom 
Green County Extension Office.  The next class 
will start in February and will be held Monday 
and Thursday evenings for 6 weeks, covering a 
different topic each class. To sign up or find 
out more info, call the Extension Office at 325-
659-6522. 

There are also a lot of helpful resources for 
gardening online and in books, but it’s im-
portant to identify high-quality sources of info 
because there can be a lot of conflicting info 
out there.  And some information may be ap-
propriate for one geographic location but not 
another.  Look for websites that are university 
and extension based; one good example would 
be Texas A&M Horticulture at the link https://
aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu  

https://tomgreen.agrilife.org/
https://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu
https://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu


Deer-Resistant Plants 
 
Deer are a major nuisance for many homeowners in 
the Concho Valley.  They come looking for food and 
love to snack on landscape plants such as rose bush-
es and pansies.    
 
I’m often asked about plants that deer don’t like.  If 
you do any new planting this coming Spring, you 
might want to consider some deer resistant plants.  
Keep in mind though, resistant doesn’t mean deer-
proof.  Deer will eat anything if they get hungry 
enough. 
 
Some good small trees would be Japanese yew, de-
sert willow, and texas mountain laurel.  Shrubs in-
clude Texas Sage, boxwood, Autumn sage, oleander, 
lantana, and wax myrtle. Herbs in general are a good 
choice because most all herbs are deer resistant - 
they tend to avoid things with strong fragrances. 
 
If you want to plant flowers and groundcovers, try 
plants like blackfoot daisy, artemisia, dusty miller, 
mealy blue sage, mexican mint marigold, turk’s cap, 
and zinnia 
 
Something else to consider - besides just following a 
list, you can also take a look around you and see 
what kinds of plants have survived well in your 
neighbors yards. 
 
When it comes to planting trees, you will have to use 
cages or fences to protect them if your yard is prone 
to having deer around because they will eat any kind 
of young tree, no matter what kind. 
 
Try to buy a larger tree, and protect the trunk be-
cause they will also damage it when they rub their 
antlers against it. 
 
If you have had bad deer problems in the past and 
you are installing a new landscape or investing in a 
lot of expensive new plants, try just planting a few 
‘sample’ plants.  If they survive then you can plant 
the rest.   
 
Another option to try is a deer repellent spray.  You 
have to be repetitive and persistent with them, and 
they don’t work perfectly but they do provide some 
help. 

Growing Vegetables in Small Spaces 

Gardening can be difficult in some situations.  
Whether you have a tiny yard, or live in an apart-
ment with no yard, even small spaces can be produc-
tive if planned right.  Terms such as postage stamp 
gardening and square foot gardening describe these 
kinds of designs.  If you live somewhere with no 
yard, try growing a few potted plants.   

Many of the vegetables that are grown in the ground 
can be grown in containers.  Larger crops like pump-
kins and melons don’t work well in pots, and corn 
isn’t an option for containers, but most everything 
else can grow in pots – like tomatoes, peppers, cu-
cumbers, broccoli, carrots and lettuce. 

Potatoes can do well in containers too – it even can 
work better than growing them in the ground be-
cause most of the native soil has poor drainage and 
potatoes need well drained soil. We can’t grow the 
big baking potatoes like the Idaho russets , but a 
large planter on the porch or patio can provide a 
nice harvest of small Yukon gold or red Lasoda  
potatoes that can be a delicious addition to dinner. 

For growing vegetables in the ground in small spac-
es, some simple but careful planning will help you 
get the most out of a little space.  Just don’t try and 
get too much out of too small of an area.  Spacing is 
very important for producing vegetables, and will 
dictate the size and quality of produce you get.   

Since space is limited, try to go for plants that offer 
multiple harvests such as broccoli, pepper, spinach, 
and tomatoes.   

Plants like carrots, onions and radishes are one-time 
harvest and are not as efficient producers for a small 
plot.  Of course, you have to grow what you want to 
eat; growing what you will actually use has the final 
say in selection. 

Also, vertical space can be used for plants that grow 
in a vine – such as squash, eggplant, cucumbers and 
beans – use trellises, poles and stakes to use the ver-
tical space and have good production in a small 
space. 



Upcoming Events 
January 2020 

Thursday,  January 9, 2:00pm-4:00pm 

Finding Art in Nature—Origami 
Location: People/Plant Connection: 416 South Oaks St., San Angelo 
     Cost: $25 
Speaker: Linda Rowe 
Hosted by the People/Plant Connection; This is a new series being offered by the PPC; to RSVP, call Susan at 
325-656-3104 
 
Thursday,  January 16, 2:00pm-4:00pm 

West Texas Gardening 101—Getting Started 
Location: People/Plant Connection: 416 South Oaks St., San Angelo 
     Cost: $25 
Speakers Susan Stanfield, Linda Rowe 
Hosted by the People/Plant Connection; Learn about best practices for gardening in the Concho Valley. This 
first session will cover landscape plans, soil improvement, compost and vermiculture. To RSVP, call Susan at 
325-656-3104 
 
Friday, January 17, 10am 

Sprouts - Pre-School Garden Day 
 Location: PPC Children’s Garden—located behind the South Side Rec Center, 2750 Ben Ficklin Rd, San Angelo 
Bring your pre-school age child to the garden to learn about starting seeds!  FMI call Susan at 325-656-3104 
 
Friday,  January  24, 12:00pm 

Lunch N Learn Class - Roses 101: Planting, Pruning and Care 
 Location: People/Plant Connection: 416 South Oaks St., San Angelo 
 Cost: $5  
Speaker: Allison Watkins 
Hosted by the People/Plant Connection; Learn what roses are easy to grow, and how to utilize them to make 
the yard more beautiful. For more info call Susan at 325-656-3104 
 
February 3rd through March 16th, Mondays and Thursdays 5:30pm to 8:30pm 

Master Gardener Training Class 
Cost: $200; Location: Tom Green 4H Center, 3168 N. US Highway 67, San Angelo 
Application required before January 10; contact the Extension Office for details—325-659-6522, or visit 
https://txmg.org/conchovalley/ 

For more information on any of the topics, or to ask questions please contact: 

Allison Watkins 
Texas A&M Agrilife Extension 

Tom Green County 
113 W Beauregard 

San Angelo, TX 76903 
325-659-6528 

The members of Texas A&M AgriLife will provide equal opportunities in programs and activities, education, and  
employment to all persons regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national origin, age, disability, genetic information,  
veteran status, sexual orientation or gender identity and will strive to achieve full and equal employment opportunity 

throughout Texas A&M AgriLife.  

https://txmg.org/conchovalley/



