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September To-Do’s 
 

• Purchase bulbs while  
selection is good, but wait 
until November to plant  

 
• Plant wildflower seeds 
 
• Divide spring blooming  

perennials such as iris and 
daylily 

 
• Adjust irrigation  as  

temperatures cool down 
 
• Apply Pre-emergent weed 

control for winter weeds 

Fall is for Planting 

If your landscape needs any 
new foundation landscape 

plants such as trees or shrubs, 
fall is a great time of year to 
plant.  Whether for a major 

landscape overhaul, or just a 
few additions or changes, fall is 

ideal for planting woody plants 
because it is a milder season 

with cooler temperatures and rainfall, and it’s the furthest season away 
from summer.  Fall planting gives plants more time to establish a healthy 

root system before the most stressful time of year. 

Good plant selection is the first step to success; choose plants that are 
well adapted to the area and that can handle the high and low tempera-

tures, soil type, etc.  Visit https://tomgreen.agrilife.org/horticulture/ to 
see a list of recommended trees and shrubs for the Concho Valley.  More 
ideas for good plants to choose from can be found at http://

texassuperstar.com/, or simply by observing local neighborhoods and 
parks to see what plants do well in the area. 

Soil preparation is the next step, but is not recommended for shade trees.  

Trees have large extensive root systems and need to be able to grow in 
the native soil, so no soil amendments are needed for trees.  For shrub, 

perennials, etc. till up the soil and mix in compost to promote deep roots.  
It’s actually possible to train plants to have deeper roots and therefore be 

more drought tolerant when it’s hot and dry, and soil improvement with 
compost is the first step.   

Irrigation frequency is the other part of training deep roots; right after 

planting frequent irrigation is required but over time and as the root sys-
tem grows, reduce irrigation frequency.  The end goal should be ‘deep 

but infrequent’ irrigation, and that will be different for different plants.  
Once established, try to push plants as long as they can go without water-
ing and then water thoroughly when they really need it (if there’s no 

rain).  Some homeowners think they are doing their plants a favor by wa-
tering really frequently but overdoing it can create shallow roots that 

can’t handle the heat when summer comes. 

Pecan Update 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Late season pests to keep an  
eye out for: 

 
Pecan Weevil - timing depends 
on variety, treat when nuts en-
ter dough stage and repeat 10 
days later 
Stink bugs/leaffooted bugs:  
pyrethroids give best control 
Black Pecan Aphid: continue to  
monitor and control though  
September 

https://tomgreen.agrilife.org/horticulture/
http://texassuperstar.com/
http://texassuperstar.com/


Plant Spotlight 
 

Chisos Rosewood 

Vauquelinia angustifolia  

 

Chisos Rosewood is a small evergreen 

tree that grows 10 to 20 ft. high and up 

to 30 ft. wide; it is native to the Trans-

Pecos region of west Texas.  It is a great 

landscape plant, with dark evergreen fo-

liage and white spring flowers, that is 

very drought tolerant and performs well 

in calcareous, alkaline soils. 

Plant Garlic and Herbs in the Fall 
 
When it cools down as fall arrives, plants will start 

to perk up.  Fall vegetable gardens will really start 

to produce, perennials will be refreshed, and it will 

be the beginning of a great season to plant just 

about anything that needs to be added to the yard – 

shrubs, trees, perennials, butterfly plants, etc.   

Now is also an excellent time to plan some herbs – 

whether for beginners that haven’t tried growing 

herbs, or expert herb gardeners, fall is always a 

great opportunity to plant something new and tasty 

in the yard.  Many of the most loved herbs for cook-

ing are pretty easy to grow, such as basil, sage and 

rosemary; and it’s always nice to be able to use in-

gredients that are home-grown.   

There is a wide variety of herb plants to choose 

from to incorporate into the landscape, including 

lemongrass, bay, various types of basil, fennel, dill, 

borage, germander, oregano, rosemary, thyme, 

parsley, winter savory, chives, lavender, catnip, cat-

mint, sage, lemon balm, lemon verbena, chamomile, 

garlic, marjoram and many types of mint.   

How delicious and fragrant they all are!  Besides 

culinary use, there are other benefits from growing 

herbs – many are good for pollinators like bees 

and butterflies, some are good for craft projects, 

and most are deer-resistant.  

Whether grown in dedicated herb gardens, in 

landscape beds, or in planters/pots on the patio, 

most herbs do best with well-drained soil and 

full sun.  So if planting in the ground, prepare the 

soil by incorporating compost and if growing in 

pots, use a good quality potting mix and make 

sure the containers have good drainage holes. 

While fall is a wonderful time to plant herbs, 

they can also successfully be planted in the 

spring – except for garlic.  Timing for planting 

garlic is limited to the fall, so don’t miss the win-

dow for getting garlic planted – October through 

November is prime time for planting cloves for 

spring harvest. 



Waterwise Landscaping 

I have really enjoyed the weather this 
year, the summer was cooler than usual 
and even though September started out 
hot, the cool fall temperatures settled 
in and we even had some good doses of 
rain.  But though this year was not as 
hard as previous years, we still need to 
focus on water conservation.  Our wa-
ter supplies are still low and water will 
always be a critical issue. 

Here are some practices to adopt in the 
landscape to be more conservative with 
water use. 

First - amend soil. When planting new 
plants, till in 3 inches of compost as 
deep as possible to improve the soil 
structure and water holding capacity.   

Next, start converting to drip irrigation 
for all planting beds like vegetable gar-
dens, flower beds and shrub beds.  Drip 
irrigation is much more efficient than 
sprinklers because sprinklers can lose 
a lot to evaporation. 

 

Besides evaporation loss, spraying water 
on plant leaves is not good for the health 
of most plants.  When it’s humid and wet 
outside, spraying on the leaves can 
spread disease.  And when it’s hot and 
dry, the salt content of the water can 
burn or scorch plant leaves. 

When it comes to turfgrass, sprinklers 
are the easiest way to go, though.  There 
are some subsurface drip systems availa-
ble which are more water efficient, but 
they are not common.  But you can adjust 
your sprinklers to be more water wise.  
Do an irrigation audit - run the system 
during daylight so you can see where the 
heads are spraying.  Sometimes sprin-
klers get turned and spray the wrong di-
rection.  Also, check if the heads are 
spraying a fine mist - smaller droplets 
evaporate faster.  Lowering the pressure 
can increase the droplet size and reduce 
water waste. 

Lawn Fertilization and Aphid Control 

While the current weather is not conducive to gardening, 
fall will be here soon and there will be much to do then. 
Two common landscape maintenance tasks to consider 
and prepare for are fall turfgrass fertilization, and treat-
ment of aphids in shade trees. 

Fall fertilization of the lawn is important because it im-
proves winter hardiness and helps the grass come back 
healthy the following spring. Use a water soluble, readily 
available nitrogen fertilizer – not slow release. Slow re-
lease is great for the spring, but in the fall it needs to be 

taken up by the plant before it goes dormant. One with 
iron added, or a separate iron fertilizer, is also a good 
idea since our soil pH is so high that plants have a hard 
time getting enough iron. 

Nitrogen fertilizer should only be applied when there is 

active growth and there is enough water available; don’t 
fertilize now when it’s so hot and dry. But when fall rains 

(hopefully!) come in September, that’s a good opportuni-
ty to fertilize. Don’t fertilize the lawn past October 1 or it 
can cause too much new growth that doesn’t have time 

to harden off before freezing weather. A soil test is the 
best way to know how much fertilizer is needed, see 

http://soiltesting.tamu.edu/ for more info. 

As for aphid infestations in trees, there is generally no 
need to worry if landscape trees have aphids in them 
because they rarely cause significant stress or damage. 
There are some exceptions though, such as the black pe-

can aphid which can damage pecan trees. But most aver-
age landscape trees will have aphids in them at some 
point, and there’s no need to treat unless the sticky hon-

eydew they drop on cars, sidewalks and driveways is 
annoying and needs to be prevented. 

Aphids aren’t as active in the hot summer weather, but 
come out more in the spring and fall. There are a few 

treatment options for homeowners that want to prevent 
the honeydew from dripping over the landscape. First, 
try purchasing ladybugs and releasing them around the 

trees. Ladybugs are great predators and love to feed on 
aphids. Another option would be to spray the canopy 
with soapy water or an insecticide, but that is not feasi-
ble for large trees. A systemic insecticide such as im-

idacloprid can be applied to the soil and watered in 
where the roots can take it up; after a few weeks it will 
control aphids and other insect pests. This method only 
needs to be done once a year, but only works when the 
tree is actively growing – so again, wait until cooler, wet-
ter fall weather.  

Help the Monarchs Migrate 

Next month the Monarch butterflies will be making 
their way through to Mexico on their annual migra-
tion.  We are lucky to be right on their path, and de-
pending on circumstances such as weather, we 
might get to see tons of monarchs in October. 

It is fun and easy to create a habitat for them and 
other types of butterflies in your yard that will at-
tract and provide nectar for these insects.   

Butterfly gardening is great for anyone, and is an 
especially fun activity to do with kids.  Many of the 
plants used in butterfly gardens are easy to plant 
and take care of, and kids really enjoy it.   

There are three simple things to consider when at-
tempting to create a butterfly garden.   Number one 
is to find and plant flowers that butterflies need for 
the nectar.  Some examples are: anisacanthus, blue 
mistflower, fall aster, butterfly bush, butterfly weed, 
gay feather, lantana, all the salvias, and verbena.   

Also plant some dill, fennel, parsley, and passion-
flower to provide food for the caterpillars.  You’ll 
have to be ok with letting these caterpillar food 
plants be eaten, that’s the whole point of them being 
in the butterfly garden. 

Try to reduce or eliminate the use of insecticides 
overall in your yard or garden.   You will also need 
to provide a small mud puddle for the butterflies in 
order for them to get some essential nutrients.  A 
dripping water faucet or edge of a pond will do nice-
ly.   

When planting, group certain plants together to 
make the plants more noticeable, and deadheading 
the flowers will help the plants continue to bloom 
and is good for butterflies.   

One last thing - Drip irrigation is better for butterfly 
gardens; sprays and sprinklers can wash away the 
nectar from flowers. 



Fall Bulbs and Pass Along Plants 
 

Bulbs are so fun to have in the landscape, because 
even though they don’t have long lasting color (their 
blooms just last a few weeks) they seem almost 
magical with how they pop up from nothing, into 
beautiful, colorful flowers.  They are easy to forget 
about because they have no leaves for much of the 
year, then when it’s time to bloom they suddenly ap-
pear – which is why some are also nicknamed 
‘surprise lilies.’ 
 
Plants like spider lilies and oxblood lilies are what 
we call ‘pass along’ plants, because while they are 
easy to grow and share, they are hard to find in 
stores.  The best chance of getting some to plant 
would be to find a friend or neighbor who has some 
to share. 
 
Oxblood lilies are beautiful deep red trumpet shaped 
flowers that look similar to amaryllis, but are a little 
smaller and bloom in September.  The bulbs can be 
planted just about any time of year, but right after 
they bloom is a good time to dig and divide because 
it’s easy to forget exactly where they are.  They are 
easy to grow and adaptable to just about any soil 
type and can take shade or sun.   
 
Spider lilies are also a deep red, but instead of a 
trumpet shaped flower they have long, narrow 
curved petals with very large stamens – the flower is 
unique and very showy. In addition to the more 
common red flower, there is also a yellow spider lily 
variety that is bright and really pops when planted 
together in mass.  Spider lilies are also easy to grow, 
adaptable to most soils and can take shade or sun. 
 
Fall is also good time of year to plant multiplying on-
ion bulbs – another ‘pass along’ plant.  While they 
can sometimes be found in catalogs, sharing plants 
is a wonderful way to get to know neighbors - so any 
time there’s a chance to get some multiplying on-
ions, oxblood lilies or other shared plants don’t pass 
it up!  As garden author Felder Rushing said, “The 
most effective way to save the plants of your child-
hood is to harbor them in your garden and distrib-
ute seeds, cuttings, or divisions to like-minded 
friends, relatives, and neighbors."  He also said re-
garding pass-along plants: “They are a living re-
minder of a person, or something else historic, like a 
place. Some are just beautiful and others taste bet-
ter. They're also easy to grow.” 

Apply Pre-Emergent 

I always enjoy the beginning of fall; it’s nice to start 
a change of seasons, and with the change in weather 
comes a change in the landscape.  The warm season 
weeds we’ve been having through spring and sum-
mer start fading, but then cool season weeds will 
start coming up.  Winter weeds should be prevented 
or taken care of promptly to keep them from creat-
ing a bad problem.  Winter lawn weeds include 
things like henbit, chickweed, KR bluestem,  and an-
nual bluegrass. 

Weeds can damage the lawn and cause problems 
even when the lawn is dormant, so keep up with 
weed control through the winter.  For bermu-
dagrass, it can be pretty simple – after it goes com-
pletely dormant and brown in the winter, you can 
spray glyphosate which will kill weeds but not hurt 
the dormant grass (just be sure it’s truly dormant, if 
it’s a mild winter it won’t be). 

The preventative measure to take for weeds in the 
lawn is to apply pre-emergent.  September is the 
time of  year to apply pre-emergent to prevent the 
winter and early spring weeds.  Pre-emergent is a 
herbicide that does not harm existing established 
plants, as long as it’s applied properly, but kills seed-
lings when they germinate.  So don’t apply a pre-
emergent in the vegetable garden or in flower beds 
that you plan on seeding later.  But it’s very helpful 
for preventing weeds in a well-established lawn. 

Pre-emergent needs to be lightly watered in – don’t 
apply before a predicted rain, because heavy rain 
can just wash it away (that goes for fertilizer too).  
After it is watered in with about a half inch of water, 
it will create a barrier and kill any seed that tries to 
grow.  The soil cannot be disturbed or it will ruin the 
barrier; but if left in place, pre-emergent will last 
about 3 months, depending on the formulation. 



Upcoming 
Upcoming Events 

September 2019 

Saturday September 7, 8am to 3pm 

Fall Landscaping Symposium 
Location: Texas A&M Research Center, 7887 North US Highway 87, San Angelo 
Cost: $30, pre-registration required 

This is a great opportunity to hear from speakers all over the state on a variety of topics! 
Don’t miss it, register before Sept 4! See flyer or visit https://txmg.org/conchovalley 
FMI call 325-659-6522 

 
Friday,  September 20, 12:00pm 

Lunch N Learn Class - Fall Planting—Best Plants and Techniques 
  Location: People/Plant Connection Headquarters, Wells Fargo Building Basement, 36 W. Beauregard 
     Cost: $5  
Speaker: Allison Watkins 
Hosted by the People/Plant Connection; Fall is the best season for planting new things, learn the best plants 
for the Concho Valley and how to get the best establishment. For more info call Susan at 325-656-3104 

 
 
 
Saturday, September 21, 9:00am to 12pm 

Lily Fest 
Location:  Water Lily Collection at Civic League Park,  
2 S. Park St, San Angelo  
Cost: Free 
Bring the family and enjoy the beautiful, internationally renowned water lily collection!  The annual Lily Fest 
event is a great opportunity to learn more about growing water lilies and enjoy various activities.  The fall is 
when the lilies are at their peak, so don’t miss it. 

For more information on any of the topics, or to ask questions please contact: 

Allison Watkins 
Texas A&M Agrilife Extension 

Tom Green County 
113 W Beauregard 

San Angelo, TX 76903 
325-659-6528 

The members of Texas A&M AgriLife will provide equal opportunities in programs and activities, education, and  

employment to all persons regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national origin, age, disability, genetic information,  

veteran status, sexual orientation or gender identity and will strive to achieve full and equal employment opportunity 

throughout Texas A&M AgriLife.  

https://txmg.org/conchovalley

