
August To-Do’s 
 
 

• Lightly prune shrub  
roses to stimulate a fall 
flush of blooms 

 
• Provide water for backyard 

wildlife - songbirds, butter-
flies etc. 

 
• Continue to deadhead per-

ennials and annuals to 
stimulate new flowers 

 
• Plant spring-blooming 

wildflower seeds 
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Need to Plant A Lawn? 

The last couple of years have been better for landscapes that some years 
previous, so lawns and landscapes are in generally better shape.  But for 
lawns that need to be replaced due to stress, or new homes that need 
turfgrass, here are some tips for establishing a new lawn. 

First, decide whether to plant seed or sod.  Seed is cheaper but the selec-
tion is limited—many of the popular turfgrass varieties are only availa-
ble as sod.  Now is a good time to plant, because seed germinates well 
and sod establishes quickly in warm temperatures—but they will defi-
nitely need to be watered frequently and not be allowed to dry out, so 
only plant in the summer if frequent watering is possible. 

First, prepare the ground by controlling weeds and existing vegetation.  
Spraying glyphosate (trade name Roundup) can help.  Then loosen the 
soil by tilling or raking to improve seed or root contact to the soil.  Once 
the soil surface is smooth and well worked, lay the sod or spread seeds.  

If planting sod, quick growing 
grass like St. Augustine or Ber-
muda can be spaced out with 
bare soil in between sod; this is 
called plugging and the grass 
will fill in the bare spots if cared 
for properly.  Zoysia is slow 
growing and the entire area 
should be fully covered. 

Make sure the sod is fresh, and 
is laid immediately after pur-

chasing because if it sits for a long period of time it can dry out and be 
too damaged to establish well. A weighted roller can help press the sod 
into the ground to improve rooting and create a smooth, even lawn.   

Water immediately after planting, and water several times a day for the 
first week for both seed and sod (but especially for seed)  This might 
sound wasteful, but it’s not because just a light irrigation is required each 
time. Then start to decrease how often the grass is watered but apply 
more each time until good roots are established—then, a thorough irri-
gation once a week should be sufficient.  If  it’s not possible to water 
newly planted seed more than once a day, consider hydromulching— 
which includes  fibrous mulch that helps keep the seed damp longer. 

Pecan Update 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to the follow-
ing for winning prizes at the 
State Pecan Show ! 
 
Dewayne Weise—1st place 
Burkett pecan 
 
Betty Olsak—2nd place Kiowa 
pecan, 3rd place Cheyenne  
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Plant Spotlight 
 

Zinnia 
Zinnia marylandica, Zinnia hybrida, and 

Zinnia elegans  

 

Late summer is a great time to start  

zinnias from seed, they germinate and grow 

well in the heat and will flower beautifully in 

time for fall.  There is a variety of species and 

types to choose from, for instance the 

‘Profusion’ series is very showy. 

Pest Caterpillars 
 
While we like to welcome butterfly caterpillars to our 
landscapes because we enjoy seeing them turn into 
beautiful adult butterflies, moth caterpillars are often 
a major nuisance.  Pest moth caterpillars can build up 
into large numbers and do major damage on plants.   
 
Some common pest caterpillars to look out for this 
time of year include the tomato horn worm which can 
damage tomato plants, peppers, and others in the Sol-
anaceae family as well as the walnut caterpillar which 
affects pecans and the fall webworm which can affect 
many types of trees, and though it’s named for fall it 
actually can get started in the summer. 
 
Fall Webworms are caterpillars that form webbing in 
tree branches to protect themselves from predators 
while they feed on the leaves.  They generally don’t 
threaten the life of a tree, or even cause too much 
stress.   
 
But an easy way to get rid of webworms is to simply 
use a long stick to tear open the webbing to let birds 
take care of them.  If a tree gets infested with many 
webworm colonies it’s a good idea to break them 
open so they can be eaten by predators and stop dam-
aging the tree. 
 
Walnut caterpillars on the other hand, can do some 
damage to pecan trees and can cause significant 
stress if they get out of hand.  They can defoliate large 

sections of the tree, so treatment is occasionally 
needed.  Homeowners can use either Bt or spi-
nosad to control them, it can be hard to get up into 
large trees though.  Both of these treatment op-
tions have to be sprayed on the foliage where the 
caterpillars are feeding so a large spray rig may be 
required. 
 
Just be sure to not get Bt or any other pest treat-
ment on butterfly plants because it can damage the 
caterpillars we want to stick around. 

 
 
 
Fall Webworm 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Walnut Caterpillar 
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Waterwise Landscaping 

I have really enjoyed the weather this 
year, the summer was cooler than usual 
and even though September started out 
hot, the cool fall temperatures settled 
in and we even had some good doses of 
rain.  But though this year was not as 
hard as previous years, we still need to 
focus on water conservation.  Our wa-
ter supplies are still low and water will 
always be a critical issue. 

Here are some practices to adopt in the 
landscape to be more conservative with 
water use. 

First - amend soil. When planting new 
plants, till in 3 inches of compost as 
deep as possible to improve the soil 
structure and water holding capacity.   

Next, start converting to drip irrigation 
for all planting beds like vegetable gar-
dens, flower beds and shrub beds.  Drip 
irrigation is much more efficient than 
sprinklers because sprinklers can lose 
a lot to evaporation. 

 

Besides evaporation loss, spraying water 
on plant leaves is not good for the health 
of most plants.  When it’s humid and wet 
outside, spraying on the leaves can 
spread disease.  And when it’s hot and 
dry, the salt content of the water can 
burn or scorch plant leaves. 

When it comes to turfgrass, sprinklers 
are the easiest way to go, though.  There 
are some subsurface drip systems availa-
ble which are more water efficient, but 
they are not common.  But you can adjust 
your sprinklers to be more water wise.  
Do an irrigation audit - run the system 
during daylight so you can see where the 
heads are spraying.  Sometimes sprin-
klers get turned and spray the wrong di-
rection.  Also, check if the heads are 
spraying a fine mist - smaller droplets 
evaporate faster.  Lowering the pressure 
can increase the droplet size and reduce 
water waste. 

Fall Rose Care 

Rose bushes can be really beautiful in the fall.  They put 
on a good show of color in the spring, and then usually 
fade through the rough summer. But this fall, if treated 
well, most roses can burst out again with another good 
blooming display when the weather is milder.  
 
We’re lucky with roses here in the south.  Our rose bush-
es usually winter just fine with not much special prepa-
rations, and some are even semi-evergreen.  Up north, 
their roses die down to the ground each year like a per-
ennial, or with some they will mound up mulch over the 
entire plant to protect it.   
 
Don’t get scared away from roses because they’re hard to 
care for.  While some roses can be difficult to maintain, 
there are many roses that require very little care such 
knockout, belinda’s dream, carefree beauty, and mutabi-
lis. 
 
Fall rose care consists primarily of pruning, along with 
normal watering and replenishing of mulch.  Rose prun-
ing intimidates some people, but like I said - that’s only 
for harder to maintain types like hybrid tea roses.   
Prune off any unproductive branches, dead or diseased 
parts, and any awkward canes that aren’t going in a good 
direction.  Also, dead head old spent blooms to allow 
new blooms to come out.   
 
If you find a cane that is spindly looking without many 
leaves, don’t cut the whole thing off.  Pruning plants 
stimulates dormant buds to break open and grow.  If you 
prune the whole cane off, there will be just one bud at 
the base to grow, and it will grow into another long, un-
productive one.  Instead, prune the top 3 to 4 inches, 
which will stimulate all the buds along the cane to grow 
and will fill in the plant. 
 
And then when fall does come and it cools off, October to 
November is a great time of year to plant roses if you 
want to add some elegant color to the landscape.  See the 
website aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/earthkindroses/ 
for a list of Earth-Kind roses, selections that will do well 
with very little care. 

Chinch Bugs in St. Augustine 

When most people see a dead spot of grass in the 
lawn, one of the first causes they think of is grub 
worms.  While grubs of the june bug or june beetle 
certainly can cause dead spot in the lawn, they are 
actually not as common as chinch bugs.  Chinch 
bugs are small dark insects, about 1/8 inch long 
that feed on grass stems and cause damage that 
starts out looking like yellow areas which then turn 
in to large brown, dead patches. 

So at least in St. Augustine grass, chinch bugs 
should be one of the first pests to be checked for 
when there’s a problem.  They are small and hard 
to see, but can be detected by using a bucket of 
soapy water.  Pour the bucket of water onto a spot 
of the lawn that is still alive but showing symptoms, 
and wait for up to 20 minutes.  

If chinch bugs are present, the soapy water will 
drive them up to the surface and you’ll see the 
small dark insects crawling up.  Chinch bugs thrive 
in hot, dry weather and come out the most in the 
summer time.  Don’t mistake chinch bugs for big-
eyed bugs though, which have large protruding 
eyes and are not pests but can otherwise look simi-
lar. 

Don’t over water of course, but make sure that St. 
Augustine doesn’t dry out too much and get 
drought stress – that can make chinch bug prob-
lems worse.  The standard recommendation of one 
inch of water once per week is sufficient to keep 
the lawn healthy.   

Chinch bugs can be treated with a turf insecticide, 
just make sure whatever you use is labeled for con-
trol of chinch bugs and follow the directions.  Some 
examples of products that can be used include car-
baryl, such as trade name Sevin, or a pyrethroid in-
secticide such as bifenthrin, cyfluthrin, or perme-
thrin.    
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Grey Leaf Spot on Turf 

While living in a dryer climate like west Texas does 
have challenges with growing plants, the lack of hu-
midity and moisture is actually good for reducing 
fungal disease in plants.  We tend to have much less 
trouble with diseases like black spot of roses and 
turf diseases than east Texas where it rains more. 

But though we have fewer issues, fungal diseases do 
still pop up occasionally;  last year when it was espe-
cially rainy there were several diseases that popped 
up more than usual, like anthracnose in trees and 
grey leaf spot in lawns. 

Grey leaf spot is a fungal disease that can affect St. 
Augustine and zoysia lawns, it starts to show in the 
warm summer temperatures, and now that it’s hot 
and since we had a few rainy spells this summer 
there have been some recurring cases this year.  

The symptoms of grey leaf spot start out with the 
lawn looking yellow and washed out in large areas.  
Then small grey lesions appear on the leaves and it 
can cause areas of the lawn to die back in large 
patches.  It can take hold in either sun or shade, but 
often gets worse in shady areas of grass. 

Many people see fertilizer as a fix-all and think any 
time the lawn starts looking bad they need to ferti-
lize.  But any time there is plant stress, it’s important 
to properly ID the cause.  The grey leaf spot patho-
gen thrives in nitrogen and over applying nitrogen 
fertilizer can make it worse. 

To get grey leaf spot under control, don’t apply  
nitrogen from June to September, and do apply a turf 
fungicide to the entire lawn if it’s a large outbreak or 
a serious problem. 

Cut Flower Garden 

Fresh flowers are 
great to have inside 
the house, and it’s 
even better when 
they come from 
your own yard.  But 
the average land-
scape doesn’t have 
enough flowers in 
the beds to do this 
very often, or may 
not have flowers 

that last long enough to be used in a flower arrange-
ment. 
 
What you can do in order to have a good stock of cut 
flowers without clearing out your landscape is desig-
nate part of the vegetable garden to be for flowers 
that are good for arrangements. 
 
A flower cutting garden has the purpose of providing 
flowers to be used in arrangements, and is does not 
need to be integrated into the landscape design.  It 
can get messy looking, especially after harvesting 
flowers to put in vases, so that’s why it’s good to in-
clude in the vegetable garden or it can be tucked 
away in a sunny spot in the back yard. 
 
Choose a variety of plants, including annuals, peren-
nials and bulbs, that have flowers that hold their 
shape and color well.  Avoid flowers that fade quick-
ly, like hibiscus flowers that only last one day before 
shriveling up.  Black eyed susan, and improved rud-
beckia varieties with larger flowers are great because 
they last a long time.  
 
Some other good choices for a cut flower garden 
would be plants like shasta daisy, gerber daisy, gladi-
olus, snapdragon, daffodil, cosmos, sunflower and 
marigold.  For fall arrangements, plant some chrysan-
themums and autumn joy sedum. 
 
Ornamental grasses make great foliage for arrange-
ments, as well as ferns like holly fern which is a pret-
ty tough fern for our climate. 
 
When cutting the flowers, take a bucket of lukewarm 
water to put them in as you cut.  Cut the flowers dur-
ing the coolest part of the day, and make sure that 
you use sharp scissor or pruners. 
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Upcoming Upcoming Events 
August 2017 

 
Friday, August 18, 12:00pm 
Lunch N Learn Class - Wildflowers 
Location: Tom Green County Extension Office 
  Judge Edd B. Keyes Bldg, 113 W Beauregard 
Cost: $5  
Instructor: Allison Watkins 
August is the time to plant wildflower seeds, learn about some of the types that grow 
in the Concho Valley and how to get a good stand of wildflowers growing! 

 
Saturday, August 26, 9am 
Green Thumb Mini-Seminar—Gardening with Texas Natives 
Location: Southside Rec Center, 2750 Ben Ficklin Rd 
Cost: $25 
Instructor—Kay Thompson, owner Concho Natives 
Sponsored by the People/Plant Connection 
Learn how to add color to your landscape while still conserving water, using beautiful Texas native 
plants that can handle the west Texas climate!  Call to register: 325-656-3104 
 

 

Save the date—registration is now open for the Fall 
Landscaping Symposium!  Don’t miss this fun-filled day, 
visit: 
http://txmg.org/conchovalley/2510-2/  
for more info and to pre-register.   
 
Saturday, September 9th 

For more information on any of the topics, or to ask questions please contact: 

Allison Watkins 
Texas A&M Agrilife Extension 

Tom Green County 
113 W Beauregard 

San Angelo, TX 76903 
325-659-6528 

The members of Texas A&M AgriLife will provide equal opportunities in programs and activities, education, and  

employment to all persons regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national origin, age, disability, genetic information,  

veteran status, sexual orientation or gender identity and will strive to achieve full and equal employment opportunity 

throughout Texas A&M AgriLife.  
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