
Saturday,  

September 9 

The members of Texas A&M AgriLife provide equal opportunities in programs, education and employment, without  
regard to race, color, sex, religion, national origin, age, disability, genetic information, or veteran status.  

Location: Texas A&M Agrilife  

Extension Center 

7887 N. US Highway 87, San Angelo 
 

Registration 8:00am 

Program 8:30am- 3:15pm 

Cost: $30 per person  

No refunds for cancellations 

Refreshments and lunch  

will be provided 
 

 Visit txmg.org/conchovalley for info  

on registration, parking and hotel  
 

Visit http://squareup.com/store/cvmg  

to register with credit card 

Must Pre-Register:  

Deadline is 9/6/2017 
 

FMI: 325-659-6522 

txmg.org/conchovalley
http://squareup.com/store/cvmg


Steve Kainer 

Steve Kainer grew up on a small farm, on the Katy 

Prairie, west of Houston.  While attending Texas 

A&M University he worked for world renowned 

water lily hybridizer, Dr. Kirk Strawn.  He gradu-

ated from A&M in 1991 with a B.S. in Kinesiolo-

gy.  He worked as an English teacher and football 

coach for 10 years before opening Hill Country 

Water Gardens & Nursery.  Steve has been the 

owner/manager of HCWG for the last 18 

years.  Hill Country Water Gardens, located northwest of Austin, in 

Cedar Park, specializes in garden ponds, water features, aquatic 

plants and fish, as well as being a complete plant nursery.  Steve lives 

in Cedar Park, with his wife Rebecca and 4 children.  

Presentation: 

Landscape Water Features - "Using water features and small ponds in 

the garden"  Bringing  water into any landscape will change the entire 

dynamics of any yard.  Steve will provide the basics on the installation 

and placement of disappearing fountains and small water gardens in 

the backyard garden.    

Bill Adams  

William D. (Bill) Adams is the author of numer-

ous articles and his photos have been published 

in a number of magazines, calendars and books.  

He is the co-author of “The Lone Star Gardener’s 

Book of Lists” with Lois Trigg Chaplin and he 

teamed up with Tom LeRoy for THE SOUTH-

ERN KITCHEN GARDEN.  Most recently Bill 

authored THE TEXAS TOMATO LOVER’S 

HANDBOOK a guide to growing the most deli-

cious tomatoes on the planet.  This latest book is published by Texas 

A & M University Press. 

Bill worked in mass media most of his career appearing on radio and 

TV programs, and writing a weekly column.  Adams also served as the 

Harris County Master Gardener Coordinator with over seven hun-

dred active members.  

These days, after retiring from the Extension Service—CEA-

Emeritus, Bill is concentrating his energies on gardening, writing and 

photography.  He is a much-requested speaker at Garden and Civic 

Clubs and he was a regular contributor of articles and photography to 

Neil Sperry’s Gardens magazine until Neil ceased publication.  His 

gardening blog can be found at arborgate.com. 

Bill has been a member of Garden Writers Assn. since 1972.  He re-

cently served as a National Director of the Association and has served 

several terms as a Southern regional director. 

Presentations: 

Garden Photography—The mechanics of photography have been sim-

plified in many ways since the introduction of digital cameras with 

instant photo review.   Factor in Photoshop and other digital pro-

cessing programs and there are almost unlimited photo processing 

options.   Phone cameras have dramatically improved over the years 

and there are numerous apps for photo processing these images as 

well.  There is, however, a limit to the improvements that can be made 

if the initial photo isn’t well thought out.  Good photography is hard 

work and you must know your camera including basic features like 

exposure compensation if you are going to get back to the computer 

with a viable image.  Bill’s presentation will include the basics of good 

composition, exposure and lighting—considerations that haven’t 

changed much from the days of film photography.  There will also be 

lots of ‘before and after’ images to show what can be done with some 

of the photo processing plug-ins.  

Fall Gardening and Planning for the Spring Tomato Patch 

Our mild Texas winters provide an opportunity to grow a myriad of 

healthy greens, radishes, carrots, onions and Asian veggies.   Sprinkle 

in some herbs like cilantro, parsley and chives and before you know it, 

you’ve run out of space and you’ll need to enlarge your kitchen gar-

den.  Bill is an avid photographer as well as an avid gardener so you 

can expect to see these crops in “living color” while he shares with 

you his favorites (and not-so-favorites) in the fall garden.  Bill trials 

fifty or more tomato varieties each year so his tomato discussion will 

include forty plus years of experience plus a review of the 2017 tomato 

crop.    

Felder Rushing 

Felder Rushing is well-known throughout 

Texas. The 10th  generation Southerner gar-

dener has written twice weekly newspaper 

columns for 35 years and hosted a live radio 

program for nearly that long, including 12 

years now as host of one of NPRs most pop-

ular gardening programs. Author of 18 gar-

dening books, his articles and photographs 

have appeared in countless magazines, including Fine Gardening, 

Landscape Architecture, Better Homes and Gardens, Horticulture, 

and the National Geographic; his garden has been featured on the 

cover of Southern Living magazine, which named Felder as one of “25 

people most likely to change the South.” He is the national Q&A guy 

for HGTV’s garden website.  

The distinctly unstuffy board member of the American Horticulture 

Society has been featured in three full-length articles in the New York 

Times, most recently for being the founder of the international Slow 

Gardening movement. When not traveling coast to coast with lec-

tures, he splits his time between his celebrated Mississippi cottage 

garden and a terrace house garden Lancashire, England.    

Presentations: 

Slow Gardening - Savoring What You Do, All Seasons, All Senses 

It isn't about being lazy, it's about appreciating little things! 

Yard Art - The Good, The Bad, and the Unbelievable 

A humorous but thoughtful journey through several genres of garden 

artistry, from commissioned classical to home-made whimsy - and 

even pruning!  


