
September To-Do’s 
 
 

• Purchase bulbs while  
selection is good, but wait 
until November to plant  

 
• Plant wildflower seeds 
 
• Divide spring blooming  

perennials such as iris and 
daylily 

 
• Adjust irrigation  as  

temperatures cool down 
 
• Apply Pre-emergent weed 

control for winter weeds 
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September Is Here—Time to Get to Work! 

September is a busy month to work out in the yard and garden, so as 
soon as temperatures start to cool down a bit be sure to make a to-do list 
of everything that needs to be done and enjoy working in the milder 
weather. 

First, pre-emergent needs to be applied in September on established 
lawns to prevent annual cool season weeds from popping up.  As long as 
label directions are followed, pre-emergent won’t harm existing, well-
established plants but don’t apply anywhere that seeds or new plants 
will be planted within the next few months. 

Fall is also time to plant cool season vegetables in the garden – winter 
crops such as broccoli, brussels sprouts, beets, cabbage, carrots, lettuce, 
spinach, etc can be started September through November. 

For landscape beds and patio planters, replace summer annuals as they 
start to fade with fall annuals, but hold off on the pansies and snapdrag-
ons until it cools down even more. 

Autumn is the best time of year to plant shade trees and shrubs, so if any 
new woody plants are needed start planning on what and where to plant.  
For a list of recommended trees and shrubs for the area, visit the website 
tomgreen.agrilife.org/ and click on the ‘Horticulture’ tab. 

Spring may be a long way off, but now is the time to prepare for a showy, 
colorful spring by planting bulbs and wildflower seeds.  Spring blooming 
bulbs like daffodils and wildflowers like bluebonnets should be planted 
in the fall to have the best conditions for good establishment.  For exist-
ing daylilies and irises in the yard, fall is a good time to dig and divide 
them if needed. 

Pecan Update 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Late season pests to keep an  
eye out for: 

 
Pecan Weevil - timing depends on 
variety, treat when nuts enter dough 
stage and repeat 10 days later 
Stink bugs/leaffooted bugs:  
pyrethroids give best control 
Black Pecan Aphid: continue to  
monitor and control though  
September 



Plant Spotlight 
 

Fall Aster 
Symphyotrichum oblongifolium 

 

This is a must-have for fall landscape 

color!  The beautiful lavender colored 

flowers completely cover the plant in autumn making it 

a showstopper.  It is deer resistant, but pollinators like 

bees and butterflies are attracted to it. 

 

Fall Vegetable Garden 
 
Fall is a great time of year to work in the vegetable 
garden, especially after our hot Texas summers.  The 
mild weather that gets cooler as time goes by creates 
the perfect environment for delicious cool season 
crops like broccoli, cabbage and lettuce.  These types 
of crops grown in the spring can taste bitter because 
of warm temperatures, but taste great when grown in 
the fall and winter.   
 
Another good benefit of fall gardening is that insect 
pest populations are on the decline and not as abun-
dant as in the spring.  
 
While fall gardening starts with new warm season 
crops like tomatoes in late July, cool season crops 
need to wait until it cools off—so now it’s time to start 
getting cool season vegetables planted. 
 
A vegetable garden isn’t the only place to grow cool 
season vegetables though; many of them are attrac-
tive in the landscape and can be planted in flowerbeds 
and in containers.   
 
Cool season vegetables can brighten up a landscape, 
especially the nice leafy greens like kale and swiss 
chard.  The following list of cool season crops will 
work well in any type of gardening system whether it 
be row crops, container gardening, small garden plots 
or flower beds.   
 

Cool season vegetables can be planted throughout 
the fall and winter, but here is a schedule for best 
results: 
 
September 1: 
Broccoli, brussels sprouts, cabbage, cauliflower,  
spinach, lettuce, beets, carrots, swiss chard, col-
lards, garlic, kohlrabi,  
 
October: 
Mustard, parsley, radish, turnip 
 
These vegetable crops will need to be watered and 
fertilized just like warm season crops, but due to 
the cooler weather and lower water use, they 
won’t need it as frequently.   
 
And though pest populations aren’t as bad in the 
fall as in the spring and summer, still keep an eye 
out for insect pests such as cabbage loopers and 
harlequin bugs.  Contact the Extension office if you 
want any info on cool season crops or pests. 
 
For a fall vegetable gardening guide, visit  
 
http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/vegetable/
files/2013/09/EHT-056.pdf 
 

http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/vegetable/files/2013/09/EHT-056.pdf
http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/vegetable/files/2013/09/EHT-056.pdf


Waterwise Landscaping 

I have really enjoyed the weather this 
year, the summer was cooler than usual 
and even though September started out 
hot, the cool fall temperatures settled 
in and we even had some good doses of 
rain.  But though this year was not as 
hard as previous years, we still need to 
focus on water conservation.  Our wa-
ter supplies are still low and water will 
always be a critical issue. 

Here are some practices to adopt in the 
landscape to be more conservative with 
water use. 

First - amend soil. When planting new 
plants, till in 3 inches of compost as 
deep as possible to improve the soil 
structure and water holding capacity.   

Next, start converting to drip irrigation 
for all planting beds like vegetable gar-
dens, flower beds and shrub beds.  Drip 
irrigation is much more efficient than 
sprinklers because sprinklers can lose 
a lot to evaporation. 

 

Besides evaporation loss, spraying water 
on plant leaves is not good for the health 
of most plants.  When it’s humid and wet 
outside, spraying on the leaves can 
spread disease.  And when it’s hot and 
dry, the salt content of the water can 
burn or scorch plant leaves. 

When it comes to turfgrass, sprinklers 
are the easiest way to go, though.  There 
are some subsurface drip systems availa-
ble which are more water efficient, but 
they are not common.  But you can adjust 
your sprinklers to be more water wise.  
Do an irrigation audit - run the system 
during daylight so you can see where the 
heads are spraying.  Sometimes sprin-
klers get turned and spray the wrong di-
rection.  Also, check if the heads are 
spraying a fine mist - smaller droplets 
evaporate faster.  Lowering the pressure 
can increase the droplet size and reduce 
water waste. 

Plant Trees in the Fall 

The rain we’ve been blessed with the last couple of years 
has done a lot of good for our landscape plants, and some 
landscapes are looking pretty good.  But the big wind storm 
of June did a lot of damage to trees, and some homeowners 
lost key landscape trees. 
 
Damaged or dead limbs should be pruned to prevent dam-
age from possibly falling down.  The best time of year to 
prune living branches is in the winter time, but dead or 
damaged limbs should be pruned as soon as possible.   
 
For landscapes in which some trees completely died or 
were destroyed and need to be replaced, fall is the best 
time of year to plant most shade and ornamental trees.   
 
Planting in the fall allows the tree the chance to grow roots 
and become well-established in their spot before the harsh 
spring and summer comes.   
 
If you are interested in getting a shade tree with good fall 
foliage colors, that’s another good reason to plant in the 
fall.  If you look around at the nurseries when the trees 
have their fall colors you can pick the colors you want.  
Some trees like Chinese pistache have various color op-
tions, but you won’t know what color a specific tree has  
unless you buy it in the fall. 
 
Trees play a huge role in the landscape design and well-
placed and cared for trees increase property value.  Don’t 
cover up the front of the home by planting large trees in the 
center of the yard, but place them at 45 degree angles off of 
the corners of the home. 
 
If planting a tree that has thin bark such as a red oak or  
Chinese pistache, be sure to wrap the trunk with tree-wrap 
to protect from potential sunscald when summer comes.  
When the young trees are in the nursery, they shade each 
other and are in a protected environment.  But when plant-
ed in the landscape in full sun, the hot sun can damage the 
trunk and even cause it to split open and decay. 
 
So just get a small roll of tree wrap and wrap up the trunk; 
it is elastic and will grow with the tree as it expands, and is 
light colored so it reflects the heat of the sun.  Once the can-
opy is large enough to shade the trunk, it can be removed. 

Water Lilies 

Water lilies are a beautiful plant, and water features like 
ponds are always nice to have in the landscape because 
they are relaxing and just add a lot of atmosphere to the 
yard.  So if you have a pond, be sure to utilize water lil-
ies to add life and color and interest. 

Water lilies good to have around in ponds even just for 
functional purposes, if there are enough to cover at least 
50% of the surface of the pond they will greatly reduce 
the amount of algae that grows in the pond.   

If you would like to try using water lilies in your land-
scape, there are two basic types – tropical and hardy 
plants.  The tropical lilies bloom either in the day or at 
night, and are considered annuals because they don’t 
survive the winter.  Hardy lilies are day time bloomers 
and can be overwintered in a dormant state. 

Even if you don’t have a pond in your landscape to plant 
water lilies, you can still enjoy some beautiful water lily 
gardens right here in San Angelo.  We are so lucky to 
have the International Water Lily Collection which is a 
world-renown collection of beautiful plants many of 
which are varieties developed by the curator Ken Lan-
don. 

The Water Lily Collection is located at Civic League Park, 
at the corner of Beauregard and Park Street and it’s free 
and open to the public. 

There is a great opportunity coming up to stop by the 
collection, it’s the annual Lily Fest on Saturday Septem-
ber 23rd - which is a fun family event to come enjoy the 
lily garden, learn more about growing water lilies, and 
do other activities.   



Replenish Mulch 

Mulch a very important part of a healthy landscape that 
often gets overlooked completely, or at least isn’t used to 
its full potential.   

Mulch doesn’t perform immediate miracles, but over 
time it definitely promotes better, healthier plant growth.  
It makes landscape maintenance easier.  Mulch will con-
serve moisture by preventing evaporation, it moderates 
soil temperature, prevents erosion, and prevents weed 
growth.  Mulch is also an important design feature in the 
landscape, because it provides unity and brings every-
thing together.  It just looks attractive and gives it a fin-
ished look. 

Also, organic mulch will eventually break down and re-
plenish nutrients in the soil.  If you keep mulch replen-
ished every year, there will be little need for fertilizers.  
Mulch and compost cannot be considered fertilizers 
themselves, but as they improve soils they definitely in-
crease the nutrient levels of soil. 

So what exactly is mulch?  It can be any material laid out 
on the soil surface - it can be organic or inorganic materi-
al. 

Organic mulches are things like wood chips, shredded 
bark, composted cotton burrs, peat moss, compost, pine 
needles and sawdust. 

The different inorganic mulches are shredded rubber 
tires, plastic film, crushed rock, pea gravel, or anything 
else used to cover the soil. There are definitely appropri-
ate used for these kinds of mulches, but a wood based 
mulch is often the best bet for a traditional landscape. 

Applying mulch is the easiest landscaping and gardening 
task there is.  All you have to do is put it down on the 
ground around the plants, a layer of about 3 inches thick.   

The most common mistake that I see is mulch that’s not 
applied deep enough.  A wood based mulch should be 
applied between three and four inches deep, and replen-
ished every year back to that depth. 

Butterfly Plants 

Next month the Monarch butterflies will be making 
their way through to Mexico on their annual migra-
tion.  We are lucky to be right on their path, and de-
pending on circumstances such as weather, we might 
get to see tons of monarchs in October. 
 
It is fun and easy to create a habitat for them and oth-
er types of butterflies in your yard that will attract 
and provide nectar for these insects.   
 
Butterfly gardening is great for anyone, and is an es-
pecially fun activity to do with kids.  Many of the 
plants used in butterfly gardens are easy to plant and 
take care of, and kids really enjoy it.   
 
There are three simple things to consider when at-
tempting to create a butterfly garden.   Number one 
is to find and plant flowers that butterflies need for 
the nectar.  Some examples are: anisacanthus, blue 
mistflower, butterfly bush, butterfly weed, gay feath-
er, lantana, all the salvias, and verbena.   
 
Also plant some dill, fennel, parsley, and passionflow-
er to provide food for the caterpillars.  You’ll have to 
be ok with letting these caterpillar food plants be eat-
en, that’s the whole point of them being in the butter-
fly garden. 
 
Try to reduce or eliminate the use of insecticides 
overall in your yard or garden.   You will also need to 
provide a small mud puddle for the butterflies in or-
der for them to get some essential nutrients.  A drip-
ping water faucet or edge of a pond will do nicely.   
 
When planting, group certain plants together to 
make the plants more noticeable; and deadheading 
the flowers will help the plants continue to bloom 
and is good for butterflies.   
 
 



Upcoming Upcoming Events 
September 2017 

 
Saturday, September 9th 8am-3pm 
Fall Landscaping Symposium 
Don’t miss this annual event!  Visit the website for more info and to register: 
http://txmg.org/conchovalley/2510-2/  
 

The deadline to sign up is September 6th—no registration will  
be accepted at the door.   

 
Friday, September  15, 12:00pm 
Lunch N Learn Class - Don’t ‘Fall’ Behind 

Location: Tom Green County Extension Office 
  Judge Edd B. Keyes Bldg, 113 W Beauregard 
Cost: $5  
Instructor: Allison Watkins 
Fall is the busiest time of year in the landscape and garden!  Find out how to 
get a good start on fall planting and other landscape chores. 
 
 

 

Saturday, September 23, 9:00am to 12pm 
Lily Fest 

Location:  Water Lily Collection at Civic League Park,  
2 S Park St, San Angelo  
Cost: Free 

Bring the family and come enjoy the beautiful, internationally  
renown water lily collection!  The annual Lily Fest event is a great 
opportunity to learn more about growing water lilies and enjoy  
various activities.  The fall is when the lilies are at their peak, so 
don’t miss it. 

For more information on any of the topics, or to ask questions please contact: 

Allison Watkins 
Texas A&M Agrilife Extension 

Tom Green County 
113 W Beauregard 

San Angelo, TX 76903 
325-659-6528 

The members of Texas A&M AgriLife will provide equal opportunities in programs and activities, education, and  

employment to all persons regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national origin, age, disability, genetic information,  

veteran status, sexual orientation or gender identity and will strive to achieve full and equal employment opportunity 

throughout Texas A&M AgriLife.  

http://txmg.org/conchovalley/2510-2/

