
June To-Do’s 
 
 

• Continue to dead-head 
flowers 

 
• Replenish mulch as  

needed  
 
• Keep beds weeded to 

eliminate competition for 
water 

 
• Watch for chinch bug & 

grub damage in lawns 
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Water Smart Landscape of the Month 

Thank goodness we finally received some rain, it has been a pretty dry 
spring.  Hopefully it’s just the beginning and it turns out to be a rainy 
June , but we can only hope.  No matter what the weather does, water 
conservation is always important to remember, both inside the home 
and out.  Even if it does start raining more this year, we can never be-
come complacent about water conservation because even after a high 
rainfall year like last year, our water sources stay pretty low. 

Conserving water outside in the landscape can make a big difference 
overall in the preservation of our reservoirs and lakes because in the 
summer time, landscape irrigation is a huge portion of the total water 
used in cities.  There are many different ways to be efficient with water 
use in the yard, all while still having a beautiful, functional landscape – 
including rainwater harvesting, good plant selection, drip irrigation, 
mulch, and efficient irrigation systems. 

The Concho Valley Master Gardeners have created an award system for 
residents of San Angelo to showcase beautiful landscapes that utilize wa-
ter conserving practices, called the “Water Smart Landscape of the 
Month.” Through the months of April to September, one yard will be 
showcased by displaying a sign in the yard as well as being promoted on 
the Master Gardener’s Website, txmg.org/conchovalley.  Each monthly 
winner will also receive a $50 gift card to the local nursery of their 
choice. 

Check out the website to see the winners from 2016.  To nominate your 
yard or the landscape of a friend or neighbor, visit the website txmg.org/
conchovalley or call the Extension office at 325-659-6528 

Pecan Update 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keep an eye out for walnut 
caterpillars, for more info 

click here:  
http://lubbock.tamu.edu/files/2015/05/

Walnut_caterpillar_2015.pdf 
 

Photo from 
Pecan IPM 
Newsletter, 
by Bill Ree 
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Plant Spotlight 
 

Lemon Balm 

Melissa officinalis 
 

This tough, evergreen perennial is a 

great addition to an herb garden or 

landscape.  Lemon balm is good for 

bees, is a good ornamental plant, and 

is great for culinary use—for flavoring 

many dishes. 

Take-All Root Rot of Lawns 
 
Every year there are questions from many homeown-
ers about dead spots in the lawn, or thinned and 
stressed-looking turfgrass.  It can be challenging to 
keep a lawn dense, healthy and attractive in west Tex-
as, but it is possible to do with some knowledge and 
careful planning (and can even be done without ex-
cessive watering!) 
 
There are many things that can cause dead spots in 
the lawn, and identifying the source is the first step. 
Pests like insects and diseases do their fair share of 
damage, but not everything is caused by a pest.  Prob-
lems such as a sprinkler head not spraying correctly, 
compacted soil, lack of sunlight or misuse of herbicide 
are a few of the possibilities that don’t involve living 
pests.   
 
A frequent complaint revolves around St. Augustine 
grass that slowly declines over time, with yellowing 
that turns to large dead patches.  This is usually 
caused by a combination of factors, but a disease 
called take-all root rot is often a key culprit. 
Take-all root rot is a fungal disease that can affect any 
type of turf, but is seen a lot in St. Augustine lawns.  
Like the name says, it causes the roots to decay which 
causes the large dead areas, and it is most active in 
the spring and early summer. 
 
The pathogen really thrives in alkaline conditions, 
and likes light, frequent applications of water, and ex-

cessive nitrogen applications.  It is also what we 
call an opportunistic pest, meaning it’s usually not 
able to damage an otherwise healthy lawn, but if 
anything stresses the grass, the fungal spores are 
able to infect the grass and cause additional prob-
lems. 
 
Keeping the lawn healthy is key to preventing this 
disease; deep but infrequent irrigation is much bet-
ter than light, frequent watering for other reasons 
but is also important regarding take-all.  Don’t over 
apply nitrogen – do a soil test to find out exactly 
how much, if any, nitrogen is needed.  This is a 
good example of why identifying the cause is im-
portant, and why it’s not a good idea to just give 
extra water and fertilizer to stressed turf. 
 
Fungicides can be helpful, some of the fungicides 
that are labeled for and effective against take-all 
include azoxystrobin (trade name Heritage G), thi-
ophanate-methyl (trade name Cleary’s 3336) and 
propiconazole (trade name Banner Maxx).  There 
are also other trade names and generic options 
available for each. 
 
Another recommendation is to top-dress the lawn 
with peat moss.  Peat moss creates a more acidic 
environment around the turfgrass, which is unfa-
vorable to the pathogen.  Apply one bale of peat 
per thousand square foot and rake into the grass.  
For more info, visit https://tomgreen.agrilife.org.  
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Waterwise Landscaping 

I have really enjoyed the weather this 
year, the summer was cooler than usual 
and even though September started out 
hot, the cool fall temperatures settled 
in and we even had some good doses of 
rain.  But though this year was not as 
hard as previous years, we still need to 
focus on water conservation.  Our wa-
ter supplies are still low and water will 
always be a critical issue. 

Here are some practices to adopt in the 
landscape to be more conservative with 
water use. 

First - amend soil. When planting new 
plants, till in 3 inches of compost as 
deep as possible to improve the soil 
structure and water holding capacity.   

Next, start converting to drip irrigation 
for all planting beds like vegetable gar-
dens, flower beds and shrub beds.  Drip 
irrigation is much more efficient than 
sprinklers because sprinklers can lose 
a lot to evaporation. 

 

Besides evaporation loss, spraying water 
on plant leaves is not good for the health 
of most plants.  When it’s humid and wet 
outside, spraying on the leaves can 
spread disease.  And when it’s hot and 
dry, the salt content of the water can 
burn or scorch plant leaves. 

When it comes to turfgrass, sprinklers 
are the easiest way to go, though.  There 
are some subsurface drip systems availa-
ble which are more water efficient, but 
they are not common.  But you can adjust 
your sprinklers to be more water wise.  
Do an irrigation audit - run the system 
during daylight so you can see where the 
heads are spraying.  Sometimes sprin-
klers get turned and spray the wrong di-
rection.  Also, check if the heads are 
spraying a fine mist - smaller droplets 
evaporate faster.  Lowering the pressure 
can increase the droplet size and reduce 
water waste. 

Visit Local Gardens 

We are fortunate in the San Angelo area to have some 
beautiful city parks and gardens.  We may be in west 
Texas, but the Concho Valley is an oasis in the desert. 
If you’re looking for something to do on a beautiful sum-
mer day, you might enjoy taking a walk in a park or tak-
ing a picnic to one of the gardens.   
 
For a complete list of city parks, visit http://
www.cosatx.us/departments-services/parks/parks-list 
 
One must-see is the Civic League Park, which is best 
known for the international water lily collection.  The 
water lily ponds are beautiful water gardens that contain 
even prettier water lily flowers.  They come in all differ-
ent shapes, sizes and colors and are a lot of fun to photo-
graph.  Also in the civic league park is a rose garden.  It is 
located at the corner of West Beauregard and Park 
street.  Save the date for September 23rd, when the an-
nual Lily Fest will be held.  A special fundraiser event 
called Strolling With The Lilies will be offered that night 
to raise money to help turn the park into the San Angelo 
Botanic Garden. 
 
Another nice spot is the Sunken garden, located at the 
corner of S. Abe and Ave D.  In the summertime it’s a sea 
of color, as all the cannas bloom.  The grounds surround-
ing it have recently been reseeded, so as soon as the 
grass is established it will be a great place for a picnic. 
 
The San Angelo visitor’s center, located on Ave B be-
tween Koeningheim and Abe St. has a beautiful terraced 
rock garden facing the river.  There are ponds and water-
falls throughout, and it’s really wonderful, picturesque 
garden. 
 
One more lovely spot to visit is the Gazebo garden, locat-
ed along the 500 block of Rio Concho drive.  It has been 
recently renovated and it a great place for taking pic-
tures, or just enjoying the scenery. 
 
There are many more parks in San Angelo, so check them 
out!  Spending time outdoors is a great way to get fresh 
air, vitamin D, and see landscaping features that can give 
ideas and inspiration for your own yard. 

Summer Landscaping Chores 

There aren’t many major landscape and gardening 
tasks to do during the hot summer time, but there 
are a few things to keep in mind and get done to 
keep the yard looking good through the most 
stressful time of year. 

First, install a rain barrel!  If you haven’t tried rain-
water harvesting, a simple rain barrel can make a 
difference and is easy to make.  Visit http://
counties.agrilife.org/tomgreen/files/2017/05/
Making-a-Rain-Barrel.pdf for instructions. 

One task to undertake would be an evaluation of 
the overall design and functionality of the land-
scape, so plans can be made for fall and spring 
changes, if needed.  Excellent landscape design 
takes time and consideration to plan. When fall and 
spring arrive, there is an excitement and hurry to 
get things planted, so take time now to come up 
with a good plan. 

Mulch should be replenished in all planting beds to 
a depth of 3 to 4 inches; it will go a long way to help 
conserve water and prevent weeds.  Organic mulch, 
such as wood chips or shredded tree limbs, is rec-
ommended in most cases because it breaks down 
over time and provides rich organic matter to the 
soil. 

No major pruning of shade trees should be done 
this time of year, except for dead or damaged 
branches; but summer flowering plants can benefit 
from deadheading the blooms.  Stressed perennials 
can be cut back about 2/3 to allow fresh growth for 
fall flowering.  Roses can also benefit from a late-
summer pruning to create a fall flush of blooms - 
just remove all dead or unproductive canes. 

Keep an eye out for common insect pests, such as 
grasshoppers, aphids, spider mites, walnut caterpil-
lars, etc.  Email photos or bring in samples to the 
Extension Office for help in identifying insects and 
recommended control options. 
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Plant Watermelon 

Watermelon is an essential summer item.  Sweet, 
cool watermelon is great at any cookout or picnic.   If 
you’d like to try growing your own, It’s time to get 
them planted if they haven’t been put in yet.  Large 
varieties take a long time to get to maturity. 

We can grow really good watermelons around here 
because they like hot days and warm nights, and 
cooler temperatures can stunt the growth.  So wa-
termelon should be a pretty reliable crop for the 
Concho Valley, with our hot summers. 

Even though they like it to be hot, they will still need 
deep watering - watermelons are about 90% water 
and that water has to come from somewhere! 

Plant in well-drained soil - and if your soil is heavy 
like most of ours is, amend with lots of compost to 
improve drainage and texture.  Or, try planting in a 
large raised bed. 

They can be direct seeded, or you can purchase 
transplants or grow your own seeds indoors to 
transplant.  Just be sure to harden them off by set-
ting them in the sun and keep a close eye on them 
until they get toughened up against the heat and dry 
wind.  When planting, leave lots of room because the 
plants will get very large and sprawl across a wide 
area. 

Apply a nitrogen fertilizer at planting and then 3 
weeks after emergence.  Irrigate one to two inches 
of water every week.  There are some insect pests 
that could possibly cause problems, such as white-
flies, mites, and armyworms.  Use an insecticidal 
soap, or a vegetable garden safe pesticide such as Bt 
for caterpillars, or a pyrethroid for others. 

Weeds definitely need to be controlled around wa-
termelons because they will compete for water and 
nutrients.  Cultivate the area well before planting, 
and as weeds emerge use a hoe to control them.   

Planting a New Lawn 
 
There’s nothing like a super hot early spring, fol-
lowed by a cool late spring to confuse plants!  The 
odd weather we experience in west Texas makes it 
challenging to grow traditional landscape plants, in-
cluding turfgrass for a lawn, but it’s the challenge 
that makes something worth doing, right? 
 
Many homeowners are considering planting a new 
lawn to improve their enjoyment of the yard and in-
crease property value.  Planting grass seed or sod re-
quires a short period of very frequent irrigation, 
which isn’t possible for those that live in the city lim-
its when we’re under certain drought level water re-
strictions.  So keep an eye out for water restrictions 
and contact the city to get a special permit for plant 
establishment, which allows more frequent irrigation 
for a short period.  For more info on what kind of 
grass would be good under certain conditions, feel 
free to contact the Extension Office. 
 
Whatever kind of grass you choose, it takes a bit of 
time, effort and money so you want to do it right 
from the very beginning, starting with good soil prep.  
In order for the lawn to thrive and be successful for 
years to come, soil prep is critical but is often over-
looked.  It’s not good enough to throw out some seed 
or set down grass squares without preparing the soil. 
Till up the ground to loosen up the soil and if possi-
ble, incorporate some compost; then plant the seeds 
or sod. 
 
Water several times a day for the first 2 weeks, but 
just a light amount – it doesn’t take a lot of water, on-
ly a light sprinkle but very often.  Then as the seeds 
come up or the sod grows roots, decrease how often 
you water and water more deeply. 
 
For more detailed info on how to establish a lawn, 
visit http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/travis/wp-
content/uploads/2012/10/Turf-Establishment-SCS-
2009-06lr.pdf 
 
 
For help selecting the right type of grass, visit http://
aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/travis/wp-content/
uploads/2012/10/2010-Turfgrass-Selection-for-
Texaslres.pdf 
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Upcoming Upcoming Events 
June 2017 

Saturday, June 3, 9am to12pm 
Hazardous Waste Collection—SAFE Recycling Center 
Location: 702 Warehouse Rd 
   SAFE Recycling will be accepting items such as old pesticides, paint, and  
vehicle fuids, for more info visit  
 http://cosatx.us/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/8596 

 
Friday, June 16, 12:00pm 
Lunch N Learn Class - West Texas Lawn Care 
Location: Tom Green County Extension Office 
  Judge Edd B. Keyes Bldg, 113 W Beauregard 
Cost: $5  

Instructor: Allison Watkins 
A thick, healthy green lawn is possible in west Texas!  It may take a bit more knowledge and planning, 
so come learn the basics to create your own spot of outdoor heaven to enjoy without stickers and 
weeds. 

 
Tuesday, June 20, 9am to 5pm 
Backyard Basics—Food Preservation Workday 
Location: Tom Green 4-H Building, 3168 N. US Highway 67 (next door to animal 

shelter) 
This is a work day scheduled for those interested in bringing their own equipment 

and ingredients to preserve/can produce from the garden.  Take advantage of a 
large kitchen and enjoy the company of others while putting up your garden har-
vest!   FMI contact Allison at 325-659-6528 or  

aewatkins@ag.tamu.edu.  Pre-registration required. 
 

Save the date—registration is now open for the Fall Landscaping Symposium!  
Don’t miss this fun-filled day, visit http://txmg.org/conchovalley/2510-2/  
for more info and to pre-register.  Saturday, September 9th 

For more information on any of the topics, or to ask questions please contact: 

Allison Watkins 
Texas A&M Agrilife Extension 

Tom Green County 
113 W Beauregard 

San Angelo, TX 76903 
325-659-6528 

The members of Texas A&M AgriLife will provide equal opportunities in programs and activities, education, and  

employment to all persons regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national origin, age, disability, genetic information,  

veteran status, sexual orientation or gender identity and will strive to achieve full and equal employment opportunity 

throughout Texas A&M AgriLife.  

http://cosatx.us/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/8596
http://txmg.org/conchovalley/2510-2/

